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Parlour is 
shut over 
breach of 
planning 

A PRIVATE massage par¬ 
lour, which opened on the 
site of a former brothel, has 
been ordered to close for 
breaching planning rules. 

But the operators of Bub¬ 
bles Club, Bearwood, have 
put in an application to 
Sandwell Council to allow it 
to run legally. 

Sandwell Council served 
the business with an en¬ 
forcement notice after 
claims that it was being 
operated without planning 
permission. 

The premises is notorious 
as the site of a brothel called 
Cuddles, in Hagley Road, 
which was raided by police 
in 2005. 

Residents and ward coun¬ 
cillors raised concerns about 
Bubbles last November 
when it came back into use 
after being empty for some 
time. Councillor Steve Eling 
said residents were con¬ 
cerned that it had been op¬ 
erating as a private massage 
parlour without planning 
permission. 

Sandwell Council said the 
address has had planning 
permission to operate as 
a health and beauty salon 
since 1982. Planning en¬ 
forcement officers inspected 
the premises and confirmed 
that a ‘change of use’ had 
taken place. 

Council officers used a 
‘temporary stop notice’ in 
December. 

£200,000 bill 
over graffiti 

SANDWELL Council has 
shelled out £200,000 of 
taxpayers’ money ridding 
the area of graffiti over the 
past two years, it has been 
revealed. 

In each of the two years 
leading up to April 2014, 
£100,000 was spent deal¬ 
ing with the vandalism that 
blighted shops and proper¬ 
ties across the borough. 

Deputy leader Steve Eling 
said he would rather the 
cash was put to better use 
but insisted removing graf¬ 
fiti from Sandwell’s towns is 
important to residents. 


TENANTS FACING 
RENT INCREASES 


RENT on council homes in Sandwell 
is due to rise from April as council¬ 
lors strive to find extra cash to fund 
investment in its properties. 

Leaders at Sandwell Council were set to rub¬ 
ber-stamp the decision yesterday,which will see 
the average rent increase by £1.03 to £88.92 


per week. 

The council is also looking 
to bring all 29,463 of its ten¬ 
ants under the same ‘rent 
formula’ within three years 
which will mean a much big¬ 
ger increase for some. 

There are currently 2,488 
tenants below the current 
rates who will face an addi¬ 
tional rise of up to £2.60 per 
week. 

A report to the council’s 
cabinet meeting stated 
1,110 properties will face 
the maximum increase in 
rent, amounting to a jump 
of 4.5 percent. 

Freeze 

Council Leader Darren 
Cooper said the authority 
was mindful of hitting cash- 
strapped families with rent 
rises but it could be they 
have no option but to bring 
in a rise to enable improve¬ 
ment plans to continue. He 
said: “Ideally I would have a 
rent freeze but I’m not sure 
that we would be able to af¬ 
ford to do that with the costs 
of everything at the moment 
despite assurances from 
government that things are 
getting better. 

“We still need to continue 
with our investment pro¬ 
gramme in council housing 
stock and the only way that 
we can do that is through 
the housing revenue ac¬ 
count.” The report to coun¬ 
cillors also recommends a 
one per cent rise in garage 
rents from £6.73 to £6.80 
per week. 


Report by Rob Cox 


All changes would take 
effect from April 6 and are 
expected to generate a total 
rental income of £124 mil¬ 
lion in 2015/16. 

Officers said the increase 
in rent falls short of govern¬ 
ment guidelines. 

The report states: “The 
self-financing settlement 
and current guidance allows 
rents to increase by the Con¬ 
sumer Price Index at Sep¬ 
tember 2014, plus one per 
cent. This would equate to a 
maximum allowed increase 
of 2.2 per cent. 

“The recommended in¬ 
crease of one per cent from 
April 2015 is within this 
limit but the increase will 
be higher for those tenants 
whose rents are currently 
below formula.” 

Around £50 million is 
being spent by Sandwell 
Council to revamp 6,000 
homes in the borough as 
part of an ongoing scheme. 

Work has already been 
carried out on estates in 
Oldbury, Rowley Regis, Tip- 
ton and West Bromwich in 
the project. 

Homes are being fitted 
with new kitchens and bath¬ 
rooms, rewiring and heat¬ 
ing, along with new roofing 
and windows. Contractors 
are now looking at reno¬ 
vating properties around 
Smethwick and Wednes- 
bury. 



St Mary Magdalene pupils Amy McIntyre and Isabelle Brookes with assistant headteacher Vicky Hardeman 


A PRIMARY school in West Bromwich 
has been awarded a £1,000 prize from 
the Government. 

St Mary Magdalene C of E Primary 
School was given the award for its use 
of pupil premium funding. The money 
is given to schools to ensure children 
classed as disadvantaged are achieving 
the best results possible at school. 

Schools that make the best use of 
their pupil premium are then selected 
to receive a further award as part of a 
share of the national fund of £40 mil¬ 
lion. 

Headteacher Ruth Gillett, who has 
been at the school since 2011, said: 


“We are delighted with the outcomes 
of all of our pupils. It is down to the 
ongoing teamwork of staff, parents 
and children. I have a dream team in 
place and we are going from strength 
to strength.” 

The school, on Stanway Road, was 
awarded an ‘outstanding’ rating by 
Ofsted in January last year. 

The school has also partnered with 
several other schools in the area to 
share their style of teaching. 

David Laws MP, Minister of State 
for Schools, wrote a letter to Mrs Gil¬ 
lett praising the work done by the 
staff. 


In the letter, Mr Laws said: “The 
reason you have been selected is that 
you are one of the most improved 
schools in the country in terms of the 
attainment and progress of your disad¬ 
vantaged pupils since 2011. 

“It is clear that you and your staff 
have provided your disadvantaged pu¬ 
pils with a good start in life and pre¬ 
pared them well for secondary school.” 

“I would like to congratulate your 
staff, governors, parents and pupils 
for their hard work and success, and 
thank you for your leadership in mak¬ 
ing such a difference to the future suc¬ 
cess of your pupils.” 


Sir Jack's 
funeral 
will be in 
home city 

SIR Jack Hayward’s funeral 
will take place in Wolver¬ 
hampton as his son Jona¬ 
than revealed the city was 
‘always close to his heart’. 

Thousands of people are 
expected to line the streets 
at the service which is 
tipped to take place at St 
Peter’s Collegiate Church. 

Sir Jack’s youngest son 
Jonathan said: “He was so 
proud to be born here for 
a start and from that fall¬ 
ing in love with the club. 
Finding it in dire straits in 
the 1980s his strength was 
always building things and 
now Molineux is a great tes¬ 
tament to what he did for 
the club. 

“Where ever he was living 
in the world Wolverhamp¬ 
ton was close to his heart. 
The funeral will be in Wol¬ 
verhampton, we can’t re¬ 
lease the details yet and he 
has to be repatriated,” he 
said. 

Mr Hayward said Wolves 
fans did his father proud 
with a pre-match tribute 
which included a minute’s 
applause, a mass balloon 
launch, and Sir Jack spelt 
out across the Steve Bull 
stand by fans. 

Fans chanted ‘he’s one of 
our own’, ‘thumbs up for Sir 
Jack Hayward’ and ‘Jack 
Hayward’s barmy army’ as 
they beat Blackpool at Mo¬ 
lineux with two late goals on 
Saturday. 

• Cyrille - Page 17 

Collection of 
trees pledge 

WASTE collectors in 
Sandwell will be taking real 
Christmas trees put out for 
collection with their green 
waste bins. 

Real trees can be chopped 
up and put inside the green 
garden waste wheelie bin 
for collection. Trees up to 
a maximum of six feet will 
also be collected if they are 
left next to the garden waste 
bin on collection day until 
Friday January 30. 

Larger trees should be 
taken to the tip in Shidas 
Lane, Oldbury. 
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Council to act on failing academies 


COUNCIL leaders are planning to 
intervene in the running of acade¬ 
my schools in Sandwell in a bid to 
arrest plummeting standards. 

Academies are run independently 
of local authorities but Sandwell 
Council said it had a responsibility 
to ensure children in the borough 
were receiving a good education. 

It said it would ‘consider the 
mechanisms it could use’ at acad¬ 


emies which had fallen below ex¬ 
pected levels and that it would take 
a ‘robust approach’ to challenging 
their performance. Action is most 
urgently needed at Ace Academy in 
Tipton and Wodensborough Acad¬ 
emy in Wednesbury, the council 
said, following a significant drop in 
GCSE results. 

Concerns have also been raised 
about seven other academies. It 


said Bristnall Hall Academy, Old¬ 
bury Academy and Mesty Croft Pri¬ 
mary Academy had all fallen below 
a good Ofsted rating since making 
the change. 

RSA Academy, Ormiston 
Sandwell Community Academy and 
Forge Academy are all rated as re¬ 
quires improvement by Ofsted and 
there has been a three-year decline 
in GCSE exam performance at both 


Sandwell Academy and Wood Green 
Academy. The council’s children’s 
chief Simon Hackett said his prior¬ 
ity was focusing on young people in 
Sandwell, not worrying about what 
the authority can and can’t do. 

Education chiefs have decided to 
act at a time when Sandwell sec¬ 
ondary schools are the worst per¬ 
forming in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire. 


Traders fear knock-on 
effect of latest works 


THE long-standing owners of a newsagents 
and fish and chip shop in West Bromwich 
fear three months of roadworks will have a 
damaging impact on their businesses. 

Access to Harvills Hawthorn, Hill Top, will be re¬ 
stricted until at least March, with various road clo¬ 
sures to be in place. The road is regularly used as a 
through route from the A4916 Hill Top to the Black 


Firm fined 
for failings 
on safety 

A CONSTRUCTION firm 
with a record of endanger¬ 
ing the lives of its workers 
has been fined after the 
Health and Safety Execu¬ 
tive found once again it was 
putting workers at serious 
risk of falling from height. 

Inspectors who paid a rou¬ 
tine visit to AM Construc¬ 
tion Ltd’s site in Tildasley 
Street, West Bromwich, on 
15 May 2014 found men 
working on the first floor 
without scaffolding, edge 
protection, airbags or other 
fall prevention measures. 

A Prohibition Notice - the 
company’s ninth in 10 years 
and the eighth relating to 
work at height - was served 
by HSE halting all work at 
height immediately. 

On Tuesday at Black 
Country Magistrates’ Court, 
AM Construction Ltd, of 
Kingshill Avenue, Hayes, 
Middlesex, pleaded guilty to 
breaching Regulation 6(3) 
of the Work at Height Reg¬ 
ulations 2005 and was fined 
£5,300 and ordered to pay 
£1,157 in costs. 

HSE inspector Gareth 
Langston said: “Work at 
height is the biggest cause 
of death in the workplace. 
When companies regularly 
fall below the minimum 
legal standards and repeat¬ 
edly ignore advice prosecu¬ 
tion is inevitable.”” 


Country New Road. 

However, this will not be 
possible while the work is 
ongoing. 

South Staffs Water has 
started work to upgrade a 
major trunk main which 
runs under the estate. The 
work will be carried out in 
100 metre phases and will 
take around 15 weeks to 
complete. Harvills Haw¬ 
thorn is expected to be 
closed until the middle of 
February. 

The company said access 
to businesses should still be 
possible as the work is being 
carried out. 

But Santokh Khangure, 
who has run Kays News for 
16 years, said: “I am sitting 
here for nothing, no-one is 
coming in. A lot of people 
who come in are from pass¬ 
ing trade and it has com¬ 
pletely gone.” 

Mr Khangure said he was 
concerned about the com¬ 
ing weeks and questioned 
whether parts of the road 
could have been kept open. 
“It is slowly getting worse. 
This could be a threat to my 
business, couldn’t they have 
closed half of the road so 
people can get through?” 

For Balvinder Jagpal, who 
runs the Ocean Fish Bar 
next door, said: “Customers 
who walk through the es¬ 
tate can’t even get through 
because they’ve shut off the 
footpath. It’s affecting me 
quite severely. I’m down by 
around £300 compared to 
usual.” 

Mike Morris, network 
performance manager at 
South Staffs Water, apolo¬ 
gised for any disruption. 


Phoenix pub rises from ashes 



Owner Lisa Snookes at the newly refurbished Phoenix pub in Martley Road, Oldbury 


A PUB has risen from the ashes and is hop¬ 
ing to attract new customers after a major 
revamp which has involved the refurbish¬ 
ment of all the rooms and bar area, as well 
as the introduction of a new menu. 

Landlady Lisa Snookes bought the Phoe¬ 
nix pub in Martley Road, Oldbury in March, 
the day after it closed down, because she 
had been a regular and felt the business 
could be a success if it was refurbished. She 
said it had become rundown and decided to 
renovate it with a new bar and toilets. 


The pub also started serving food, with a 
carvery menu on a Sunday. 

“It has been totally refurbished. The only 
thing I did not do was knock the building 
down. We took everything out of it and re¬ 
placed it. Everything in it is brand new, in¬ 
cluding the toilets and a log burn fire, while 
there is also disabled access, with a ramp 
for wheelchair users,” Miss Snookes said. 

Miss Snookes - who has worked in pubs 
since she was 18 - runs the pub, which reo¬ 
pened in July, on her own. 


canalside 
pub set to 
open after 
big refurb 

THE Fiddle and Bone pub 
in Birmingham is being re¬ 
furbished and reopened on 
February 28. 

Situated in Sheepcote 
Street, beside the Main Line 
canal, the pub will be carry¬ 
ing on its musical heritage 
providing four bars featur¬ 
ing the best in local music, 
and first-class bistro food. 

The new venture by Sher¬ 
borne Wharf Ltd will create 
up to 30 new jobs. 

The canal-orientated Bir¬ 
mingham-based business 
will move its canal services 
to the forecourt of the his¬ 
toric Round House, a Grade 
II listed building which was 
constructed in 1873 to pro¬ 
vide stabling, on several lev¬ 
els, for up to 200 horses. 

A spokesman said: “Time 
has not been kind to the 
Round House and the adja¬ 
cent Fiddle and Bone public 
house with this venture, and 
further development will 
bring the joint site into the 
21st century. 

“With canal services 
being provided to boaters on 
the canal, skippers and holi¬ 
daymakers will be presented 
with new modern facilities 
without the invonvenience 
of having to cruise through 
Oozell’s Street Loop. 

“Fiddle and Bone custom¬ 
ers will have the chance to 
observe a slice of canal life 
while enjoying a drink.” 

Area matches 
are called off 

FOOTBALL matches on 
park pitches in Sandwell 
were called off last weekend 
due to bad weather. 

Sandwell Council said it 
had been forced to make the 
decision as pitches had been 
waterlogged following snow 
and heavy rain. Councillor 
Maria Crumpton said fore¬ 
casts for rain had prompted 
officials to make the move. 

She added that, by having 
called off the matches early, 
teams would not incur fees. 

Temperatures fell to -1C 
(30F) last week and contin¬ 
ued to stay low this week, 
although daytime tempera¬ 
tures may be back up again. 


£500k for sport 

FOOTBALL pitches, fit¬ 
ness and changing rooms 
have been opened after a 
£500,000 investment at a 
Willenhall sports site. The 
Black Country Performance 
Hub has been created as 
part of the Aspray Arena, 
Noose Lane, by owners 
Sporting Khalsa. 












































Apology 
on claims 
of no-go 
area Brum 

AMERICA’S Fox News 
Channel has apologised 
after a terrorism expert 
described Birmingham 
as a ‘no-go-zone’ where 
non-Muslims are not al¬ 
lowed. 

The channel issued a cor¬ 
rection on the Fox Report 
for on-air errors made on 
the Justice With Judge Jea- 
nine programme last week¬ 
end following the terror 
attacks in Paris. 

Terrorism expert Steve 
Emerson was taking part 
in discussions about the 
Muslim population in Eu¬ 
rope when he made his as¬ 
tonishing claim - leading to 
condemnation and derision 
around the world and on 
social media. On Saturday 
night Fox Report anchor 
Julie Banderas said the 
network regretted the error 
and apologised to any ‘who 
may have taken offence’. 

Mr Emerson retracted his 
claims after being contacted 
by media outlets. 

Fox said it ‘deeply regrets’ 
the errors and apologised to 
the people of Birmingham. 

Issuing the apology pre¬ 
senter Jeanine Pirro, who 
was interviewing Mr Em¬ 
erson when he made the 
claims, said a guest had 
made ‘a series of factual 
errors that we wrongly let 
stand unchallenged and un¬ 
corrected.’ 

Organisation 
in relaunch 

BLACK Country Creative 
People & Places relaunch¬ 
es itself as Creative Black 
Country today. 

The voluntary organisa¬ 
tion aims to make the arts 
more accessible to all areas 
of the Black Country. 

A launch event takes 
place from 3pm to 7pm at 
Queens Square, West Brom¬ 
wich and the Sandwell Arts 
Cafe. Writer Stella Duffy is 
speaking at the event and 
there is a holographic dis¬ 
play by Walsall-based artist 
Ben Field. 

For more information 
visit http://creativeblack- 
country.wordpress.com/ 


Country stroll 

A WALKING group will be 
doing a seven-mile stroll 
this weekend. The Walsall 
Group of Ramblers will be 
going to Much Wenlock on 
Sunday, taking in Barrow 
Church. For more details 
call 01922 637850 or visit 
www. walsallr ambler s .co .uk 
website. 


Advice at hand for all aspects of family needs 
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The logo for the borough service 


SANDWELL parents who need help find¬ 
ing childcare, or accessing a local family 
service are being asked to bear in mind the 
Sandwell Family Information Service. 

The service is a free and impartial infor¬ 
mation service for mums, dads and carers 
of children and young people starting from 
birth, right up to age 19. 

A spokesman said: “We have a dedicated 
phone line and provide a one-to-one service 
with friendly, experienced staff who under¬ 
stand the issues and concerns of parents/ 
carers. 

“We can provide you with free, confiden¬ 
tial and impartial information on all child¬ 


care and family-orientated services. “We 
also hold the Sandwell children and young 
adults disability and special needs register. 
Families who join the register have access 
to information relating to services, events 
and activities that are suitable for children/ 
young adults with a disability and/or special 
need and their families. 

Playschemes 

“During the school holidays we produce 
a holiday pack, packed full of activities, 
events and playschemes that are taking 
place around Sandwell to help keep your 


child/children entertained during the school 
holidays. 

“Details of this can be found at www. 
sandwell .gov .uk/holiday s 

“The Family Information Service’s aim 
is to be accessible to all the communities 
in Sandwell and you will find us out and 
about in your local area at various outreach 
events and activities. 

“If you are looking for childcare or a fam¬ 
ily service you can visit us at www.askade. 
org or if you can’t find what you are looking 
for you can call us on 0121 569 4914. 

“You can also follow us on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/sandwellfis.” 


Firm brews up for a year of 
growth with real ale boost 



The Backyard brewhouse in Brownhills has big plans for the conning year. Pictured in the brewery is director Mike Bates 


Report by Adam Burling 


NOT so long ago, real ale was as¬ 
sociated with middle-aged men, 
drinking in smoky, badly-lit pubs. 

But now it has surged in popularity 
as a whole new generation seeks an al¬ 
ternative to mass-produced lager. 

New micro breweries are popping up 
across the country, and the industry is 
thriving in the Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire in particular. In Brownhills, business 
is booming for the Backyard Brewhouse 
- with bosses set to open a new bar in the 
town in the coming months. 

The location has not been revealed yet, 
but the bar - specialising in craft beers - 
would be based in a former shop unit and 
would only have space for around 50 cus¬ 
tomers. 

Director Austen Morgan, who runs the 
firm with Mike Bates, says it would be like a 
‘snug’ in the corner of an old-fashioned pub, 
with a warm atmosphere. And it will mainly 
sell craft beers, which are made without 
using filters or being pasteurised - leaving 
them cloudy and with a heavier taste. 

Mr Morgan says it shows the way the sec¬ 
tor is growing that a brewery like his now 
has the confidence to open a new bar like 
this, that just a few years ago would have 
been seen as catering for a niche market. 

And with 31 pubs reported to be closing 
across the country each week, he admits it 
is a difficult time for the industry. 

But the brewery is continuing to grow, 
and has increased production 60 per cent 
every 12 months in its first few years since 
launching in 2008. 

That rapid expansion has slowed slightly 
now, but Mr Morgan expects to see a 20 
per cent increase over the next year. It 
produced 46 barrels, or 11,031 pints, over 
the last year - up from 40 barrels the year 
before. 

And chiefs have ambitious plans for the 
future, with the new craft beer bar the next 
step in the journey to opening a chain of 
businesses across the West Midlands. 

They already run The Fountain in Lower 
Forster Street, and hope to open another 
five or six over the next four years. 

Lower Gornal-based Black Country Ales 
has 25 pubs, with the latest opening in 
Bearwood High Street, and has shown there 


is a growing demand for real ale. And the 
Backyard Brewhouse is building up a sim¬ 
ilar reputation among enthusiasts, while 
also attracting people who are trying ale for 
the first time. 

Mr Morgan said: “It’s always difficult 
to tell how things will go when you start a 
business like this but we are delighted so 
far. When we set it up we started out with 
the goal of really growing but we went into 
it not knowing where we were going to end 
up. 

“We are pretty much on track now but 
we are going to keep going. I think the main 
target now is to secure volume at the brew¬ 
ery through acquiring an estate of pubs and 
craft bars.” 

Craft beer is also typically served well 
chilled and carbonated, whereas real ales 
are served less cold and have no added gas. 


Yet, like lager - which itself can be a 
craft beer or real ale - they share the same 
basic four ingredients: malted barley; hops; 
yeast; and water. In all cases other ingredi¬ 
ents can be added on top, such as different 
grains. Bottled beers are also an important 
part of the future for micro breweries, and 
helps them compete with the mass produc¬ 
ers selling multi-packs of lager. 

The Backyard Brewhouse is looking to 
expand its range of bottles - and is planning 
to export to Europe and even Hong Kong, 
where the beer market is growing. 

Special edition ales are a trademark of 
micro breweries, and bottles of SRD mark¬ 
ing the 100th anniversary of the First 
World War flew off the shelves. 

Staff at the brewery were forced to pro¬ 
duce casks of the SRD beer to mark the an¬ 
niversary of the war after more than 2,000 


bottles were snapped up in weeks. The 
success of the SRD beer means it will now 
be brewed throughout the First World War 
100-year commemorations until 2018. 

The new craft bar in Brownhills will also 
stay true to its independent roots by refus¬ 
ing to stock soft drinks made by the usual 
huge brands. Instead it will only sell prod¬ 
ucts by independent firms, which Mr Mor¬ 
gan says will set them apart. 

The brewery at the Gatehouse Trading 
Estate in Brownhills had a £250,000 re¬ 
vamp three years ago with new equipment 
and offices. 

Mr Morgan said: “All breweries are look¬ 
ing to add an alternative dimension to what 
they offer while drawing new people in, and 
we have plenty of plans for the future. 

“It is exciting times and we are confident 
about what we can achieve.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Derelict play site 
homes support 

MORE than 20 new homes 
will be built on a derelict 
play area in West Brom¬ 
wich. The 22 two-bedroom 
bungalows will be built 
on land off Mounts Road 
after councillors gave the 
scheme the nod. 

Councillor Ian Jones, 
cabinet member for jobs 
and economy, welcomed 
the decision. He said: “It 
is a sorry piece of land that 
will benefit the council and 
the community by being 
brought back into use. 

“The council welcomes 
the potential provision of 
specialist new affordable 
housing which meets local 
people’s needs.” 

Come dancing as 
Anton to be host 

STRICTLY Come Dancing 
star Anton Du Beke will 
host an event that will see 
lawyers and legal profes¬ 
sionals battle it out on the 
dancefloor, Strictly 9 to 5. 

The night at Villa Park’s 
Holte Suite on June 5 will 
raise cash for The Child 
Brain Injury Trust. 

They are having weekly 
dance lessons until the end 
of February, when they 
will meet their professional 
partners and learn which 
dance they will perform. 

For details visit www. 
no5. com/strictly 9to5. 

Second city’s pub 
of year is chosen 

MEMBERS of the Bir¬ 
mingham branch of the 
Campaign for Real Ale 
have chosen their pub of 
the year for 2014. 

The Old Moseley Arms in 
Tindal Street came out on 
top with The Craven Arms 
in Upper Gough Street in 
the city centre in second 
place. The Craven Arms is 
a grade II listed Edwardian 
pub that is part of the Pen- 
snett-based Black Country 
Ales chain of pubs. 

Meeting due over 
proposed Co-op 

CAMPAIGNERS fighting 
plans to build a conveni¬ 
ence store on the car park 
of the Haden Cross Inn in 
Cradley Heath have organ¬ 
ised a public meeting. 

New River Retail’s £1 
million plan for the Co-Op¬ 
erative store has been 
rejected by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil. A public meeting takes 
place at Haden Cross on 
February 10 at 7.30pm. 

Talent show at hall 

A TALENT show will take 
place at Walsall town hall 
on January 31. The Big 
One will feature dance 
groups, bands, solo art¬ 
ists and other performers. 
Tickets cost £10 for adults. 
Call 01902 897900. 
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BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 




w 



6 Child Safe 
Vertical Blinds 
From £169 
Fully Fitted 

All Other Blinds Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 
FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features * ’ 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
Sandwell -www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


Celebrating 
Our 4 
.15th /earj 


AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST & RELY ON 



Repair Centre 


WINDOW, DOOR & CONSERVATORY REPAIRS 


We offer a complete repair service 
on all uPVC Windows & Doors 

Broken or Misted Double 
Glazed Units Replaced 

• Handles, Letterboxes, Hinges Replaced 

• uPVC Door Lock Specialists 

• Dropped Doors Re-Aligned 

• All Work Fully Guaranteed 

• Free Assessment & Quotation 

• Burglar Alarms 

• CCTV Systems 

• Beat The GoktThM" . 

Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121556 7771 • 07412 766665 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294 
Head Office: 132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B7I 3HP 

www.EIite-Property-Services.co.uk 






EW YEAR SALE 


4HT/0 


KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS 



OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 
Other Times By Appointment 


10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 

Family business established over 25 years 

Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 

Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to 

choose from, hut do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is 

right for you 

We project manage from start to finish 

We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 
All rubbish removed at the end of the project 

8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

9 NICEIC Registered electricians 

10 Quality products at realistic prices 


II The Home Improvement Specialist 

nfllcsi mi pm ifD/si if? 

II y fcellL HUM IIeI=©III e 

Established over 25 years 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 
www.idealhomecare.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF • 

PETER RHODES 9* 


CARE to guess what happened when an American man 
surprised his wife with breakfast in bed, accidentally set¬ 
ting off the burglar alarm at their North Carolina home? 
No prizes. Tiffany Segule, 27, shot him through the closed 
bedroom door. Thankfully, he was not seriously hurt. So 
that’s Eggs American-style. Sunny side up with extra lead. 

THIS week University College London claimed that by 
the year 2050 cancer will rarely kill anyone under 80. All I 
can add is that in 45 years in journalism I cannot remem¬ 
ber a time when a cure for cancer was not just around the 
corner. 

SORRY, folks, but after much consideration, Je ne suis 
pas Charlie. I will march against terrorism. I will march in 
sorrow and solidarity with the bereaved. I will march in 
rage and despair at the premeditated slaughter of fellow 
journalists. But I will not march to defend the absolute right 
to freedom of expression. There is no such right, and nor 
should there be. 

AS the death of Sir Jack Hayward was announced, Ju¬ 
lia Bradbury was exploring Brunei’s magnificent Victorian 
steam ship SS Great Britain in The Wonder of Britain (ITV). 
Pity she didn’t explain why the ship is displayed in glory in 
Bristol rather than rotting away in the Falkland Islands, as 
it was for many sorry years. SS Great Britain was saved 
solely because in 1970 Sir Jack personally paid £150,000 
for the hulk to be towed 8,000 miles back to Bristol. Didn’t 
that deserve just a little mention? 

DIDN’T Tony Blair look old, ragged and in need of a de¬ 
cent night’s sleep during his appearance before a Common 
committee? Maybe he’s worried about the soon-to-be- 
published Chilcot inquiry (11 bloody years after the event) 
into the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Don’t you hope so? 


MEANWHILE, Fiona Bruce 
breathlessly assures us on 
BBC News that France’s deci¬ 
sion to put 15,000 squaddies 
on the streets is “the biggest 
ever deployment of troops 
in France.” Does nobody do 
history any more? 

FILMING begins this month 
for the second series of W1 A, 
the wonderful satire on life, 
work and corporate-cobbler- 
speak at the BBC. But how 
do you satirise something as inherently strange as the 
Beeb? This week Director-General Tony Hall declared that 
the corporation was “stuck in an analogue cul-de-sac”. 
Now who wrote that? Was it his own speech writers or the 
script writers for W1 A, going forward? 

THERE are many ways of recognising a cultured man. 
Left alone with a tea cosy, the cultured man will not use it 
as a hat. The cultured man can hold a sink plunger with¬ 
out doing Dalek impressions. He can hear the William Tell 
overture without thinking of the Lone Ranger. And as this 
week’s storms descended, a truly cultured man can hear 
the phrase “yellow snow warning” without sniggering. Yet 
again, I fail the test. 

AM I missing something? Ed Miliband is castigated for 
“weaponising” the NHS to use it to batter the Tories, and 
seems determined to refute the allegation. But can anyone 
remember an election campaign when the NHS was not a 
weapon in the armoury? The important thing, as Tony Blair 
discovered during that memorable slagging-off by no-non¬ 
sense Brummie Sharron Storer in a 2001 hospital visit (“All 
you do is walk around and make yourself known but you 
don’t do anything to help anybody.”) is to remember the 
NHS is double-edged and can cut both ways. It is a high- 
risk weapon for any politician to wield, especially one who 
can’t even cope with a bacon sandwich. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Tony's highs and lows for fundraising 


HE has cycled from John O’Groats 
to Land’s End and scaled the dizzy 
heights of Mount Kilimanjaro but 
West Bromwich Albion head coach 
Tony Pulis is preparing for his 
toughest-ever challenge. And there 
won’t be a football in sight. 

After the Premier League season 
draws to a close in May, he will be 
taking to water to row 450 miles 
from Tower Bridge in London to 


the Eiffel Tower in Paris. He will be 
part of a team of fundraisers taking 
on the mammoth Tower to Tower 
mission in aid of the Donna Louise 
Children’s Hospice Trust. 

The Baggies boss isn’t a stranger 
to fundraising having run the Lon¬ 
don Marathon in 2009 and suc¬ 
cessfully climbed to the summit of 
Mount Kilimanjaro with comedian 
Nick Hancock in 2010. 


Two years later the pair, along 
with Pulis’ daughter Stephanie, cy¬ 
cled 960 miles from John O’Groats 
to Land’s End. 

Pulis, who is a long-time sup¬ 
porter of the hospice from his spells 
managing Stoke City, admitted he 
couldn’t say no to the charity when 
they asked for his help with their 
latest fundraising bid. 

“Every year for the last six or 


seven years I have always done 
something for the Donna Louise. 

“I didn’t do anything last year 
when I was at Palace but this year 
they rang me up and said ‘listen 
we’ve got a big one coming up’. 

“I have got an enormous associa¬ 
tion with Stoke-on-Trent and with 
that hospice and I couldn’t say no. 
“Do I get seasick? I’ll let you know,” 
he said. 


Displacing of families 
under fire by leader 


COUNCILS in London have sent homeless 
families to the Black Country, as it costs too 
much to find them housing in the capital. 

Wandsworth Council has been condemned by 
Sandwell Council’s leader Darren Cooper for treat¬ 
ing people Tike cattle’ and moving them around the 
country to cut costs. There are 17 displaced families 
from London living in Sandwell. 

They have been sent from . _ ...... - 

the likes of Brent, Newham DV Daniel Wain WHO lit 


and Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham. 

There are also con¬ 
cerns it will further add to 
Sandwell’s £1.6m black hole 
after a judge threw out a 
‘residency test’ it was using 
to stop anyone who had not 
lived in the borough for two 
years from getting help with 
their council tax. 

Wandsworth Council is 
spending £5 million buying 
properties for the homeless 
in less expensive areas of 
outer London. 

It has now pumped an¬ 
other £1.25m of emergency 
cash into this and set up a 
second £5m fund for tempo¬ 
rary accommodation inside 
and outside its borough. 

It is sending people to 19 
properties elsewhere in the 
country including one fam¬ 
ily sent to West Bromwich 
and others to Birmingham, 
Kingston, Sutton, Reigate 
and Banstead, Merton, 
Croydon, Lambeth, Ports¬ 
mouth, Leicester and High 
Wycombe. 

Councillor Cooper said: 
“They are treating people 


like cattle. It is completely 
wrong. This vindicates 
what we were trying to do 
with our residency test. We 
have to be able to support 
the people who are already 
here.” 

West Bromwich East MP 
Tom Watson said: “The 
Government says that their 
‘benefit cap’ is driving down 
the social security secu¬ 
rity bill. It might be in rich 
London boroughs but the 
opposite is true in the West 
Midlands. They are driving 
out the poor from inner 
London and forcing them 
into boroughs like Sandwell. 
It’s not fair on the poor peo¬ 
ple they drive out.” 

Emma Reynolds, shadow 
housing minister and MP 
for Wolverhampton North 
East, said: “It’s a tragedy 
that homeless families are 
being moved hundreds 
of miles away from fam¬ 
ily and friends. As well as 
being hugely difficult for 
the families concerned from 
Wandsworth, it also creates 
pressure on local services.” 


Lidl in store for plans 

BUDGET chain Lidl has lodged new plans to demolish its 
supermarket in West Bromwich and replace it with a new, 
modern store. 

The proposals, submitted to Sandwell Council, say the 
new store will employ more than 10 additional workers. 

Bosses say they are investing ‘several million pounds’ in 
the scheme. 

They say by building a new supermarket they will have a 
more efficient store layout, more space between aisles and 
checkouts and be able to stock a higher number of prod¬ 
ucts. 


On target for charity coffers 



Front, from left, Terry Eaglestone and Stacey Perkins, with fellow team members 


DARTS players have hit the bullseye for 
charity - generating more than £78,000 for 
good causes. For the past four years, mem¬ 
bers of the darts team based at Smethwick 
Labour Club have been raising money for 
air ambulance charities. 

Every Friday the team’s 25 members, 
along with their families, travel around 
pubs and clubs in the Black Country as 
well as further afield to play against other 
teams. Money raised on the night through 
donations and a raffle is then added to the 


pot, which is divided between Midland Air 
Ambulance and the County Air Ambulance. 

Team treasurer Terry Eaglestone, aged 
72, said the amount raised since the team 
was set up four years ago had reached more 
than £78,000. He said: “Pubs and clubs 
challenge us to a game and then all the 
money goes to the air ambulance.” 

The Smethwick Labour Air Ambulance 
Charity Darts Team will host a charity 
darts show at the labour club in Coopers 
Lane on February 27. 


Birthday 
cash hope 
sparked 
robbery 

A WOMAN robbed a shop in 
a bid to get money for her 
daughter’s birthday, a judge 
heard. Marcia Anderson 
walked behind the counter 
of Samra Stores in Victoria 
Park Road, Smethwick and 
demanded cash from the 
till, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. When the 
shop manager refused the 
instruction the 42-year-old 
pulled something from her 
sleeve, it was said. 

Mr Kevin Jones, prose¬ 
cuting, explained: “After 
failing to open the till the 
defendant took some loose 
change from a drawer and 
left but during the incident 
the manager had removed 
clothing that was covering 
her face and recognised her 
as the daughter of a regular 
customer.” 

Police were called and 
found Anderson at a house 
near the store with £5 that 
had been taken from the 
shop around 8.30am on 
July 7, the court heard. She 
pleaded guilty to robberyn. 

Judge Martin Walsh said 
he could not sentence the 
case without more informa¬ 
tion on options open to him 
and adjourned the matter to 
a later day. Anderson from 
Greenwood Avenue, Row- 
ley Regis was remanded in 
custody and was warned she 
could face a ‘substantial pe¬ 
riod’ behind bars. 

Toll traffic 
figures down 

FEWER drivers used the 
M6 Toll towards the end of 
last year, latest figures from 
operators Midland Express¬ 
way Limited (MEL) show. 

Between October and De¬ 
cember, there were a total of 
41,897 drivers which used 
the toll road compared with 
45,473 between July and 
September. 

But bosses at MEL say 
they are pleased to see the 
figure rise by 0.02 per cent 
compared to October to 
December 2013 when the 
figure was 41,889. The M6 
Toll, built as an alternative 
route around Birmingham, 
opened in 2003. 


Pub site homes 

TWELVE homes could be 
built on the site of a fire-rav¬ 
aged Smethwick pub. The 
Queens Head in London¬ 
derry Road was targeted by 
arsonists in May. 

Plans have been lodged 
with Sandwell Council to 
demolish it and replace it 
with flats. 



Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


>it our website: 
wwwbettabuildings.co.uk 


0121 553 4682 
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B&Q plan 
to change 
parking 
unveiled 

PLANS to change the lay¬ 
out of a car park to a DIY 
store in Wednesbury have 
been unveiled in a bid by 
bosses to reduce congestion. 

B&Q also want to carry 
out improvement work to 
the front of its store in Axle- 
tree Way, near the M5. 

The company has submit¬ 
ted a planning application 
to Sandwell Council. The 
planned change to the car 
park would see a new second 
entrance, while a new wider 
walkway would be built to 
the store’s entrance. 

Wider parking aisles 
would be laid out and new 
trolley parks installed at 
the store’s front. Bosses 
also want to demolish the 
existing entrance and exit 
lobbies, replacing them with 
them with one walk-in area. 

It will result in a slight 
reduction in the size of 
the building. In a planning 
statement, agents Darnton 
EGS said: “Two vehicle ac¬ 
cesses are proposed into the 
main car park, the existing 
one and a new one adjacent 
to the existing secondary 
exit - the latter will allow 
customers to access the back 
half of the car park without 
hitting congestion. 

Pedestrian access into the 
car park will be improved 
with a new wider pedes¬ 
trian route from the main 
entrance.” 

Call for more 
in borough 

ENCOURAGING thou¬ 
sands more people to live in 
the Black Country is vital to 
boosting the area’s econo¬ 
my, Sandwell’s council chief 
has said. 

Sandwell Council dep¬ 
uty leader Steve Eling said 
increasing the population 
was vital, with more money 
being raised in council tax. 

He said: “In 1974, the 
population of the borough 
was about 312,000. That 
dipped in the 80s and 90s, 
it is now back up to around 
300,000. 

“But we need to get back 
to what it was in the 70s, it 
worked then.” 


Road closure 

A TWO-WEEK road closure 
will be in place during the 
next phase of water main 
improvements at Spring 
Lane, Willenhall, between 
the junctions of Ashmore 
Lake Road and Sandbeds 
Road. Restrictions will be in 
operation from Monday to 
February 6. 


Club swings into action to boost school coffers 



Captains Phil Brewerton and Lorraine 
Nicholls, present a cheque to Joe Woodhall 


SANDWELL Park Golf Club has proved a 
big hit for a special school in the district 
after raising £2,500. 

The club’s captains hold various events 
throughout the year to support a special 
project, which each year is agreed with the 
management of The Orchard School in 
Oldbury. 

A presentation took place just before 
Christmas, at which a cheque was handed 
over for the school which has children with 
special educational needs as pupils, includ¬ 
ing severe and complex disabilities. 

During 2013, club captains Steve Shaw 
and Gail Duffield managed to raise funds 


to purchase ‘Eye Gaze’ equipment, ena¬ 
bling children to interact with computer 
programmes simply by the movement of 
their eyes, which has proved extremely 
beneficial to a range of children across the 
school. 

And last year the captains Phil Brewer- 
ton, Lorraine Nicholls and President Ray 
Vigrass held many fundraising events, 
such as fashion shows, auctions and golf¬ 
ing events to help raise funds to purchase a 
‘Liberty Scholar Portable Magnifier’. 

The equipment will allow children who 
have a severe visual impairment to benefit 
as it will help them with both their near 


and distance vision. In addition to the Or¬ 
chard School the captains also raise funds 
in support of charities which are person¬ 
ally close to them. 

Last year Lorraine raised money to go 
towards helping cervical cancer sufferers, 
for which the club managed to raise £2,500 
which will be donated to New Cross Hospi¬ 
tal’s Cervical Cancer department. 

The new captains for 2015 and members 
of the executive committee are due to meet 
early this year with Grace Kew - head¬ 
teacher of the Orchard School to discuss 
this year’s fundraising project. 


Workers walk out in row 
over redundancies and pay 


FACTORY staff at a metal workers in Sandwell 
staged a protest over looming redundancies 
and a row over pay. 

Workers at Bridge Aluminium, in Bridge Street, 
Wednesbury, say around 20 people are set to lose 
their jobs. Some of the employees have taken up 
the offer of voluntary redundancy while others have 
been forced to leave, the protesters said. 


Touts vote 
snub 'not 
surprising' 

THE failure of a bid to in¬ 
troduce stricter regulations 
for online ticket touts whose 
websites resell event tickets 
was not surprising, an MP 
has said. 

Warley MP John Spellar 
declared he was ‘disap¬ 
pointed, but not surprised’, 
at this week’s vote in the 
House of Commons. 

There were 289 votes 
against plans to introduce 
a clause in the Consumer 
Rights Bill which would 
require online ticket touts 
to publish a ticket’s face 
value, the seller’s name 
and whether or not it was 
permitted for resale. There 
were 204 votes in support. 

Labour MP Mr Spellar 
said: “Proposals from the 
House of Lords and from La¬ 
bour members to put proper 
controls on ticket touts were 
comfortably defeated. 

“The real losers will be 
sports and music fans who 
are being ripped off. 

“That is why all the major 
sporting organisations 
backed the changes. 

“It is shameful that all the 
Tory MPs chose to back the 
ticket touts rather than the 
fans.” 


Angry workers said they 
had been trying to negotiate 
a better pay deal for a year. 

A 24-hour strike was held 
last week, with employees 
making their point by tak¬ 
ing to the streets outside the 
factory with placards and 
flags. Bridge Aluminium, 
which employs 150 people in 
Wednesbury, casts parts for 
cars and counts Aston Mar¬ 
tin and McClaren among its 
customers. 

The company said it was 
‘not in a position’ to com¬ 
ment on reports of redun¬ 
dancies but that the strike 
was ‘unnecessary and com¬ 
pletely avoidable’. 

Jasy Bains, of Rosemary 
Crescent, Goldthorn Park, 
Wolverhampton, is leav¬ 
ing after 11 years. He said: 
“Everybody was shocked, 
they are all old-timers who 
have been here for years. I 
took voluntary redundancy 
because I can’t work for this 
company any more.” 

Another worker who has 
been at the company for 
more than 20 years said 
he had taken voluntary re¬ 
dundancy as he had ‘had 
enough’. The man, who did 
not want to give his name, 
said he felt the workforce 
had been treated unfairly. 

Krassi Stoyanova, spokes¬ 
woman for Caparo Indus¬ 
tries, which runs the site, 
said: “The company is dis¬ 
appointed that it has not 
been able to reach agree¬ 
ment with the members of 
the Unite union.” 


Super Bob on target for night at pub 



Former West Bromwich Albion striker “Super” Bob Taylor with Lounge Bar landlord Major Kheela during his visit 


‘IT’S a bit like coming to the pub with 
my mates’ - that’s how Baggies leg¬ 
end Bob Taylor described a night with 
fans in the Black Country. 

Super Bob made a special appear¬ 
ance at a pub in Tipton, where he 
spoke about his career highlights. 

More than 100 football fans packed 
into The Lounge Bar on Saturday 
night to hear stories and anecdotes 
from the former centre forward, affec¬ 
tionately known as Super Bob. 

The fans’ favourite enjoyed two 


successful spells at the club and made 
more than 300 appearances. “I like 
doing these pub appearances,” he said. 
“It’s a chance for me to have a bit of a 
chinwag with the fans.” 

Taylor played 238 times for the Bag¬ 
gies between 1992 and 1998 and then 
again between 2000 and 2003, playing 
86 times. He netted 113 goals for the 
side. He also played for Bolton, Leeds 
and Kidderminster during his career. 
He said coming up against fans from 
rival side Wolves at this sort of event 


was not a problem, admitting that he 
enjoyed sharing banter with them. 

“At a place like this you get a mix¬ 
ture of Baggies fans and Wolves fans,” 
he said. “The Wolves fans will ask 
questions to try and wind me up but I 
give it back to them as good as I get.” 

Taylor also gave his views on the 
team’s disappointing performance so 
far this season and signed books and 
shirts for his fans. Pub landlord and 
licensee Major Kheela said that the 
evening had gone extremely well. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chicago rockers 
to play city arena 

MULTI-PLATINUM sell¬ 
ing rock band Fall Out Boy 
will bring their American 
Beauty/American Psycho 
Tour to the Barclaycard 
Arena in October. 

The rockers, originally 
from Chicago, are planning 
to release their sixth studio 
album of the same name on 
Monday which has already 
seen its singles Centuries 
and Immortals rocket up 
the charts. 

General sale will start 
this Friday from 9am and 
tickets will be available 
from www.theticketfac- 
tory.com or 0844 338 
8000. Tickets are priced at 
£33.70. 

Action plan over 
alcohol abuse 

AN action plan is being 
drawn up by council and 
health bosses in Walsall to 
tackle alcohol abuse. 

The council’s health and 
wellbeing alcohol work 
group will report its find¬ 
ings in the coming weeks. 
It is looking at how to raise 
awareness among young 
people of the dangers of 
alcohol, and whether peo¬ 
ple are getting treatment 
when they need it. 

Recent figures show 119 
people in Walsall died of 
causes related to alcohol in 
2013/14. 

Petrov to receive 
last of treatment 

FORMER Aston Villa 
captain Stiliyan Petrov 
has revealed that he is re¬ 
ceiving his final round of 
treatment this week in his 
battle against acute leu¬ 
kaemia. He has been fight¬ 
ing the disease since being 
diagnosed in March 2012. 

The 35-year-old who 
made 219 appearances 
for Villa before retiring 
in 2013, has vowed to re¬ 
turn to coaching once he is 
ready. 

B&B proposal for 
pub on high street 

A PUB on a high street in 
the Black Country will be¬ 
come a bed and breakfast 
under new plans. 

Bosses at The Fox & 
Dogs in West Bromwich 
have applied to Sandwell 
Council to convert eight 
bedrooms on the first and 
second floors into accom¬ 
modation. A decision will 
be made by planning chiefs 
in the coming weeks. 

Station spaces 

TWENTY new parking 
spaces are being created at 
Sandwell and Dudley train 
station. The work is ex¬ 
pected to take three weeks 
and will take the total of 
spaces at the station past 
380. 
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with Mark Andrews 


A SIGN on the door to our print 
works bears the warning that 
‘ear protection must be worn 
when the presses are running’. 

Always one to comply with 
such rulings, I diligently looked 
through the window, saw that 
the presses were idle and that 
the hall was empty, apart from 
a man with a broom. Deciding 
that ear protection was not nec¬ 
essary, I ventured into the room 
where country and western mu¬ 
sic was playing. Definitely an 
earplugs day. 

□□□□□ 

LOOK, I confess I am not a 
regular bus traveller. I occasion¬ 
ally hop onto one after a night 
out in town, or on the way back 
from the garage when I drop the 
car in for a service, but there are 
plenty of people better qualified 
to comment on their merits than 
myself. 

But when I heard National Ex¬ 
press’s justification for hiking up 
its fares at a time of falling fuel 
prices, my jaw dropped. 

Normally, they blame rising 
fuel costs when they put the 
fares up, but this year, faced with 
a 20 per cent fall in the cost of 
diesel, they have had to try a dif¬ 
ferent tack. So this year the 4.8 
per cent increase is justified by 
the fact that the company is in¬ 
vesting in some shiny new bus¬ 
es to make for a more pleasant 
passenger experience. Drivers 
will also be getting some smart 
uniforms to add to the feeling of 
wellbeing. 

But really, who actually gets 
onto a bus for the enjoyment 
of it? Even in the days of the 
much-maligned Banga buses, I 
don’t suppose anybody saw one 
arrive at the bus stop and think, 
‘you know what, I’ll wait another 
20 minutes in case the next one 
has plusher upholstery?’ 

Whenever I board a bus, the 
main considerations are where it 
goes from, where it goes to, how 
long I will have to wait, and how 
quickly it will get me back. And 
yes, how much it costs. Because 
when it is £2.20 to go a couple of 
miles, and there’s a group of you, 
a taxi suddenly sounds much 
better value. 

It’s the same with the shiny 
new bus station in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. Yes, it is clean bright and 
modern, far more attractive than 
the old, cramped affair. But the 
thing about the scruffy old bus 
station was you could just turn 
up, and get a bus to just about 
anywhere you were likely to 
want to go. Now you rock up, 
fiddle about with the exciting 
new touch screen, and it tells 
you that the bus you want only 
picks up passengers from the 
other side of town. 

Yes, it is important that our 
buses are safe and reliable. No¬ 
body wants to see a fleet of old 
heaps that keep breaking down, 
but given the big fall in fuel costs, 
it is surely possible to maintain a 
safe, reliable bus service without 
resorting to an inflation-busting 
fare increase. 

A cheap, cheerful, reliable and 
convenient service is all that 
most people require. 



An image taken on the night teenager Ben CCTV footage showing a group of youths who atte- Lorry driver Karl Simpson admitted careless driving 

Morutare was stabbed, showing Tobias Blake mpted to break into a car in Wednesbury last year after going through a level crossing in Cradley Heath 

Putting borough’s 
crime in the frame 


Increasingly CCTV across 
Sandwell is proving an 
essential tool for police. 
ALEX ROSS reports 

RIOTING in a town centre, 
shots fired outside a busy 
nightclub and the brutal stab¬ 
bing of a 16-year-old boy - 
hundreds of CCTV cameras 
positioned across Sandwell 
are helping bring criminals to 
justice. 

Sandwell Council revealed that it 
has 720 cameras, with more than 
400 of those positioned on high-rise 
blocks, in town centres and out¬ 
side businesses. Many are watched 
around the clock by a 26-man sur¬ 
veillance team. 

The cameras led to the reporting of 
3,466 incidents of crime and anti-social 
behaviour over the last financial year, 
with footage often passed to police for 
convictions and public appeals. 

Damage 

During the same period, the cameras 
helped officers make 94 arrests, includ¬ 
ing one attempted murder, 17 assaults, 
16 burglaries and 12 robberies. 

They also resulted in two cars being 
seized and 11 people arrested for crim¬ 
inal damage. One person was appre¬ 
hended for child abduction. 

In total, the surveillance team handed 
over CCTV footage to West Midlands Po¬ 
lice on 107 occasions. 

Councillor Mahboob Hussain, deputy 
leader and cabinet member for neigh¬ 
bourhoods said: “Our CCTV system is a 
valuable tool in the fight against crime 
and in helping keep our buildings and 
people’s homes safe.” 

“Many of these cameras were put in 
at the request of residents or businesses 





The moment a massive fire was sparked 
by a Chinese lantern landing at a Smet¬ 
hwick recycling plant in July 2013 



Kevin Fairweather, filmed with a gun near 
A scene from the riots of 2011 which showed people pushing over a van Cascades nightclub in West Bromwich 


to make their lives safer and help them 
feel more secure. 

“Our CCTV systems help deter crime 
and anti-social behaviour, catch offend¬ 
ers and improve safety and security for 
our residents and tenants. 

“We have 460 cameras covering 
town centres and 2,000 flats and tower 
blocks. We monitor these cameras from 
our central control room. 

“The rest of the cameras are site- 
based CCTV used to monitor our coun¬ 
cil buildings, cemeteries and libraries. 

“In 2013-14, our control room cap¬ 
tured 3,466 crime and anti-social be¬ 
haviour incidents using our CCTV and 
handled 122,000 intercom calls from 
tenants and their visitors.” 


The council is considering expanding 
the CCTV system, with officers think¬ 
ing of positioning cameras on every sin¬ 
gle high rise block in the borough. This 
would be rolled out over the next three 
years. As well as alerting emergency 
services, the team also used speakers 
on 834 occasions to respond to incidents 
such as street drinking, fights and ille¬ 
gal parking. 

Among the crimes caught on CCTV 
were the riots in West Bromwich town 
centre in 2011. Footage showed people 
hurling bricks and pushing over a van. 

Meanwhile, seven years ago, Kevin 
Fairweather was jailed after he was 
shown on CCTV firing a gun in West 
Bromwich town centre. And CCTV 


footage of the night 16-year-old Ben 
Morutare was fatally stabbed outside 
Smethwick Home Guard and Old Com¬ 
rades Club on Oldbury Road in Smeth¬ 
wick were used in a resulting trial two 
years ago, with Tobias Blake jailed for 
violent disorder and possession of an of¬ 
fensive weapon. 

Two youths were also caught on CCTV 
trying to break into a car in Whitehouse 
Avenue in Wednesbury last year, result¬ 
ing in a police appeal. 

And CCTV stills captured the moment 
a Chinese lantern landed on Jayplas re¬ 
cycling factory in Smethwick two years 
ago and a lorry driver driving through 
a level crossing in Cradley Heath four 
years ago. 


WEEK IN f ' 



THE words ‘long-term econom¬ 
ic plan’ are still ringing through 
the streets of the West Midlands. 
Well, maybe that’s a bit of an ex¬ 
aggeration. But they’re certainly 
reverberating around the hotel 
on the South Staffordshire and 
Cannock border where George 
Osborne addressed a group of 
pensioners this week. 

The Chancellor went table to 
table discussing his new pen¬ 
sioner bonds. Don’t worry, that’s 
not some later life version of Fifty 
Shades of Grey. Rather it’s a way 
of giving savers something to 
offset the impact of low interest 
rates, which are helping people 
with mortgages but not doing a 
fat lot for those trying to build a 
nest egg. 

The four aforementioned 
words are central to everything 
the Chancellor is campaigning 
on over the next few months. 

“Stick with me and I’ll make 
the county wealthy,” he’s effec¬ 
tively saying. Give the Treasury 
to the other lot and they’ll undo 
all the good work.” 


Explain 


It’s really going to be a ques¬ 
tion as to how worth it the var¬ 
ious upturns in the economy 
have been. If the cuts imposed 
since 2010 haven’t been worth 
it then Mr Osborne’s long-term 
economic plan is going to be¬ 
come an opposition pipe dream. 

We’re going to see him again 
before the election. He wants to 
set out a long-term economic 
plan for the Midlands as well. 

Hopefully this will explain 
what we’re actually meant to do 
with the Birmingham and Black 
Country Combined Authority 
that council leaders signed up to 
recently. 

There has been a lot of talk 
about a so-called northern pow¬ 
erhouse. And Mr Osborne is 
adamant he wants a rebalanced 
economy that does not rely as 
heavily as previously on the City 
of London. 

If the north is the powerhouse, 
the Midlands cannot just be the 
passed over middle child, a sort 
of unappetising stale jam inside 
the doughnut that would be the 
rest of England. 

We will see George Osborne 
again. It’s about time we found 
out what exactly is on the table 
in terms of devolved powers. 

No employer should be able 
to get away without paying their 
workers at least the National 
Minimum Wage. 

But I do have to wonder if a 
‘naming and shaming’ policy by 
the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills is really 
helpful. 

All the ones in the West Mid¬ 
lands on the past two lists told 
of either ‘genuine mistakes’ or 
disputes with staff over their at¬ 
tendance. 

It’s very easy to say ‘well they 
would say that’. But in one case 
a hairdresser in Walsall, with 15 
years experience, was so up¬ 
set that it’s made her wonder 
whether or not she wants to take 
on trainees again. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Rydale 

celebrate their 
30th anniversary 

this week turn to 
page 21 to find out 
more about the 
company, and how 
it has built up an 
excellent reputation. 



















































Rotary chiefs 1 thanks for support 


THE Rotary Club of Wednesbury would 
like to thank all the people of the town for 
their very generous support during Decem¬ 
ber when we raised the impressive total of 
£8,582 with our Father Christmas Sleigh 
activities. 

It is comforting to know that in these cur¬ 
rent difficult times the Wednesbury commu¬ 
nity is still able and willing to play their part 
in supporting our charitable work. 

The money which will support mainly 
local charities was raised by doing night¬ 
time sleigh collections around the streets of 


Wednesbury. We also had static collections 
at Wednesbury Town Centre, Union Street 
and Morrison’s Wednesbury and we are also 
grateful for the support received at these lo¬ 
cations. 

We were ably supported in our collections 
by Navy Training Corps, and Young Fire¬ 
fighters, and Boys Brigade and Darlaston 
ATC, and many friends of Rotary and our 
sincere thanks go to them. 

MAURICE WARD - President 
Rotary Club of Wednesbury 
www.wednesburyrotary.co.uk 


NHS has a 
reliance on 
foreigners 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

POST E-MAIL 

Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, Sandwell.chronicle 

51-53 Queen Street @expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Disappearing old 
comrades groups 


A RECENT TV statement 
by a member of the Nurses 
Council said that the UK 
has always depended on 
overseas nurses in order to 
meet and fulfil its require¬ 
ments. 

Thus inferring that the 
NHS has always relied 
heavily on such systems. 

If we continue to employ 
large numbers of nurses 
from overseas then we are 
in some ways doing a dis¬ 
service to the country from 
which these nurses origi¬ 
nate. 

They were trained by and 
at their home country’s ex¬ 
pense in order to meet an 
identified need for nursing 
skills, but large scale move¬ 
ment to the UK deprives 
those countries of their ser¬ 
vices. 

If the UK trains fewer 
nurses (as has happened 
in the last few years) then 
there will be no alternative 
other than to bring increas¬ 
ing numbers from other 
countries. This is a short 
sighted attitude and should 
be discontinued as soon as is 
practicable. 

A HUGHES, Oldbury 


THREE old comrades of the 
Bilston branch of the Royal 
British Legion said recently 
of how the membership has 
gone down. 

Well, I’m in three old com¬ 
rades associations and it’s 
very much the same. Our 
branch of the Royal Lincoln¬ 
shire Regiment Association 
formed in 1989-1990 and 
we had 42 members in the 
Midlands area. We are down 
to four and I’m one of them. 

Three have passed away 
in November and December 
alone. There were four bat¬ 
talions in the war - 1st, 2nd, 
4th and 6th. As soon as the 
war ended the 4th and 6th 
were disbanded. In 1948, 
the 2nd had to amalgamate 
into the 1st battalion. Just 
the start of getting rid of our 
infantry regiments. 

Of course the Lincoln¬ 


shire Regiment is no more. 
Seven regiments rolled into 
one, now called the Anglian 
Regiment. 

We had our meetings at 
the RBL Ivy Leaf Club on 
the Coventry Road, but 
sorry no more - moved to 
Marston Green. But while 
we were there we had an 
Anglian come in, popped 
his head round the door and 
said no thanks, load of old 
fogeys, ta-ta. In the last 10 
years or more, I’ve never 
had one person ring me 
after a load of ads to join us, 
and nobody wants to take 
over as chair or secretary. 

In time to come the sad 
part of it all, people will 
say what regiment was that 
then, as the ones we old uns 
knew, have all gone. 

F H JENNINGS 

Birmingham 


Get a grip 
call on mess 

I RECENTLY had the mis¬ 
fortune to have to attend 
the crematorium at Newton 
Road and arrived there via 
Forge Lane. 

I have never seen this 
once beautiful stretch of 
lane in such a disgraceful 
state. 

From The Hawthorns to 
Newton Road it was covered 
in litter and obvious fly-tip- 
ping. 

Worse, it seemed to me, 
that much of it had been 
there some time. 

It saddened me to see this 
part of West Bromwich so 
neglected. 

Come on Sandwell - get 
a grip. 

On a more positive note 
,some beautiful new hedge 
laying had been carried out 
near the crematorium in 
such contrast with the mess 
higher up Forge Lane. 

R JESSON 

Banbury 

Oxfordshire 

Yes, we must 
save theatre 

FURTHER to J Wardle’s 
letter ‘Theatre has to be 
saved’, I entirely agree. 

Our wonderful Dudley 
Hippodrome should be 
saved and restored to what 
it was meant to be, a live 
theatre. There is nothing in 
the world like live shows. I 
myself appeared there quite 
a few times in my younger 
days, as a singer, and loved 
it, and yes I have seen some 
of the so-called theatres in 
the West End and they are 
sheds compared to it. 

So come on give us all 
what we voted for, not as 
one person stated a ‘skyline 
slumodrome’. 

A WILLIAMS, Tipton 
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- Windows 

- Composite Doors 

- Porches 

- Patio Doors 

- Conservatories 

- Window & Door Repairs 

* Fascias / Guttering 

• Building Work 

- Misted-up Units 


TBow Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 


IHJkfil 


Website www.window-warehouse.com Emai windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 
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WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

P)eZ*e call 

0121 643 8211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If yeu oannot rtlMintlpn out help vu with donations < 

10 New Bartholomew Street -[Birmingham B5 505 


t«. 

1 


Intern 

^ ^ fT - ^ m ■v#' ■ w# 

Kitchens & bathrooms 




WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £499 NOW £55.00 



NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGN 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL FEBUARY/MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


FREE TILES* 

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN JANUARY 


Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
►Over 50 displays in store 
► Large showroom & free parking 
Free no obligation survey 


BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£1999.00 

FULLY FITTED 


r. i 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, A 

WS10 7LH U 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 


t 


# 15 metre squared of tiles supplied free with any kitchen or bathroom fully installed. ‘Based on straightforward fitting. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


China investment 
hope after talks 

CHINESE investors have 
signalled their intention to 
do business in Sandwell af¬ 
ter holding a meeting with 
council bosses. 

Sandwell Council leader 
Darren Cooper said he was 
confident of securing in¬ 
vestment in the borough 
following initial talks with 
representatives. 

Chinese business and 
state officials met with 
Councillor Cooper and 
Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce chiefs, who pro¬ 
moted the area’s business 
prospects as well as major 
developments. 

The regeneration of 
West Bromwich town cen¬ 
tre and the new Midlands 
Metropolitan Hospital 
were among projects dis¬ 
cussed. 

Councillor Cooper said: 
“It was very positive.” 

Bungalows plan 
for derelict area 

MORE than 20 homes will 
be built on a derelict play 
area in West Bromwich. 

The 22 two-bedroom 
bungalows will be on land 
off Mounts Road. Council¬ 
lors approved the scheme. 

Councillor Ian Jones, 
cabinet member for jobs 
and economy, said: “It is 
a sorry piece of land that 
will benefit the council and 
the community by being 
brought back into use. 

“The council welcomes 
the potential provision of 
specialist new affordable 
housing, which meets local 
people’s needs and frees up 
larger properties for family 
occupation.” 

“The council is open to 
the ways new housing can 
be delivered. Using modu¬ 
lar homes will reduce the 
construction period.” 


volunteers may help to 
run parks and libraries 


Winning drive 


- 


ITGLU.LLU 


VOLUNTEERS will be tasked with helping manage parks and running 
libraries in the borough as part of the latest council proposals to 
help towards multi-million pound cutbacks. 

Sandwell Council bosses said they had been forced to cut costs after fund¬ 
ing from central Government was slashed by £120 million in the six years to 
2015/16. Limiting the use of council office front desks are among other propos¬ 
als. Five projects, including a shake-up of how the council buys goods and how it 

tackles public heath duties, are already 
on course to deliver a large chunk of 
the £22 million needed. 

To help find another £6 million, it has 
now been revealed that community groups 
will be approached to take over the running 
of parks and libraries. 

Bosses are also desperate to reduce the 
number of people coming into its buildings 
to speak to receptionists and will encourage 
more residents to contact them online. 

Warned 

Council leader Darren Cooper refused to 
rule out job losses as a result of the changes 
but said staff would be shifted to other de¬ 
partments where possible. 

He also warned some libraries could close 
over the coming years, possibly becoming 
online services, but insisted he would strive 
to ensure as many as possible remained a 
focal point in communities. 

Mr Cooper said it would not be the case 
that parks and libraries would be forced on 
volunteers. 

He said: “We are not saying if you want 
to keep that library you are going to have 
to run it. People around here won’t toler¬ 
ate that. “Over a two or three year period 
we will look to work with service groups, 
friends of libraries, friends of parks, and get 
them into a position in the future, if they 
choose, to begin running these services at 
a local level.” 

Mr Cooper said the council had got a 
‘proven track record’ with a similar project 
at its community centres. 



Eileen and Robert Stacey, left of car, are 
seen with Tony and John Wood 

TWENTY five years after buying their con¬ 
servatory from Select Windows, Willenhall 
couple Eileen and Robert Stacey have won 
a car in a competition organised by Select. 

The 64 plate Kia Picanto was supplied by 
dealer Acorn Chasetown for Select Windows 
to give away for their 35th anniversary last 
year in a year-long competition. 

Anyone who spent with them went into 
the prize draw. Mr and Mrs Stacey, of 
New Invention, upgraded to an orangery 
last year returning to Select because they 
were so pleased with the service before. The 
couple were extra surprised with the car, 
as they said they had never won anything 
before. 


Burlesque is not taboo, 



From left, Sara Sharman, Lucie Maybury, Tracey Holt, Nikky Maycock and Danni Michelle 


THE art of burlesque will be the subject of clothes off and it is all about the perfor- 
new dance classes being held in the Black mance.” 

Country. Six week courses will be running Miss Palmer said she has already had 
in Wolverhampton and West Bromwich and six women sign up but would like more, 
teacher Maggie Palmer said the dance form She added: “People are quite apprehensive 
is a great way to get fit and socialise. about getting involved at first but when 

The 49-year-old, from Cannock, said they do one of my beginner courses they 
people shouldn’t be put off by any taboos just fall in love with it. ” The first classes 
attached to the art form. She said: “It is a are on Monday from 8-9pm at Wolverhamp- 
fantastic performance art, but it does have ton Racecourse and on Thursday from 7.45- 
a taboo attached to it. You do not take your 8.45 pm at West Bromwich Town Hall. 


Close new 
city home 
for stage 
company 

BIRMINGHAM Stage Com¬ 
pany is to move to a new 
home in the city. 

Performers have taken 
their final bow at The Old 
Rep where it has been the 
resident professional com¬ 
pany since 1992. But mem¬ 
bers will just be moving a 
short distance to The New 
Alexandra Theatre. 

Manager Neal Foster said 
the company had grown out 
of The Old Rep and needed 
more space for its shows. 

“It has become obvious 
that we need a bigger stage 
for our shows but we have 
been reluctant to leave the 
Old Rep in case it jeopard¬ 
ised the venue’s situation. 

Favourite 

“Now the theatre is in 
the wonderfully safe hands 
of Birmingham Ormiston 
Academy, we can leave the 
building knowing it has a 
bright future ahead of it. 

“I launched my company 
at The Old Rep in 1992 
when I was 26 years old and 
I hope it continues to in¬ 
spire more young people in 
the same way it did me. The 
Old Rep gave me everything 
I wanted from life and it 
will always be my favourite 
building in the world,” he 
said. 

Nicky Monk, head of re¬ 
gional programming at The 
Ambassador Theatre Group 
which operates the theatre 
said: “We are absolutely 
delighted to have the BSC, 
with its fantastic reputation 
for family theatre, join us at 
the Alex.” 
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^ Vertical Blind Specialist 


Tel: 07976 045 530 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics FdbhCS 
Free Measure & Quote only 
Fast Reliable Service Service 
Competitive Pricing dVdildble 


Conservatories from £275 
Average Semi £300 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


factory Showroom: Wi 
Road S< 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


5 


r 


m 


0 

Cl 


& 

■ 




3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


Are You Ready? 


Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you shall be saved. 

He says: Come to Me, all you who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

(Matt.:ll:28) 

For more, Call: 07903 180985 or 07949 559924 
Visit: Forever Living Christ Ministries Int., 

11-13 Walsall Street, West Bromwich B70 7NX 
Email: services@flcm.org.uk www.flcm.org.uk 

Service: 11.00am Sundays 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ ★ MOTS ★ FREE WINTER CHECK ★ RECOVERY ★ 

★ ★ EXHAUSTS ★ DIAGNOSTICS A 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 0PG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Now Registering NHS Dental Patients 

The Bridge Park NHS Dental Practice, West Bromwich 
Call 0330 123 9118 to Secure Your Place 




• Opening Times 

9 am - 6 pm Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
9 am - 8 pm Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 
9 am -1 pm Saturday 


pnmecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


NHS 




• Come and meet 
our friendly team - 

Call in to find out 
more or book an 
appointment 

• NHS Dentistry is 

FREE for children 
and people on low 
incomes 

• NHS Registrations 

Now Available 


The Bridge Park Dental Practice at Unit 12, Great Bridge St, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 OEN 
Call 0330 1239118 or email bridgeparkdental@nhs.net www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 


OUT WITH THE OLD INWI 

CASH 4 CL 

GET INSTANT 
CASH 

FOR ALL YOUR OLD 
CLOTHES AND RAGS 

We Buy: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags, Bedding 

• No Workwear • No Dirty or Damaged Clothes 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 





www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF Shop: 

(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 


























































Pupils book up to use little libraries 



Marcus Gouthon, aged 10 and nine-year-old Sofeeya Khan with the new Little Free Library book boxes 


A SCHOOL has come up with an ingenious way of getting 
pupils interested in reading. Bearwood Primary School is 
leading the way by implementing the first ‘Little Free Li¬ 
braries’ throughout the school. 

They are small libraries housed in colourful wooden 
boxes, usually on street corners, where both adults and 
children can borrow and donate books. Assistant head 
teacher Rachael Crofts said: “At school we do not have 


space for a traditional library, and we are always thinking 
of new ideas to foster a love of reading in our children. 

“These little libraries in our playground mean that chil¬ 
dren can choose to read in their free time at playtime and 
lunchtime.” 

The staff at Bearwood Primary read about the idea tak¬ 
ing off in the US and decided to implement the idea within 
the school itself. 


Cash agreed for school 


A SCHOOL will receive more 
than £134,000 to deal with an 
influx of pupils, but an acad¬ 
emy is still not certain how 
much funding it will receive. 

Sandwell Council’s school fo¬ 
rum agreed to give Holly Lodge 
Science College in Smethwick 
£ 134 , 172 . 

However, it only agreed in principle 


to provide Shireland Collegiate Acad¬ 
emy in Smethwick with the £142,188 
requested, which will be split with 
£82,943 coming for the 2014/15 year 
and the other £59,245 for 2015/16. 

Both schools asked for the money 
to help cope with extra ‘high cost pu¬ 
pils’ which meant they were having 
to employ more teachers and create 
extra classrooms. The science college 
has had to accommodate an additional 
50 mid-term admissions in just over a 


year, with 27 being new to the UK or 
having English as an additional lan¬ 
guage, resulting in the school having 
to employ three extra teachers as well 
as four learning support assistants. 

Following the meeting last Monday 
Sir Mark Grundy, executive principal 
at the academy, said: “We are disap¬ 
pointed. I think this decision is very 
unfair.” The academy will now have to 
make another request for the money 
in the next financial year. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
_ New Basin & WC 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 


Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



Infectious laughter, happy moments and “me” time 
meet Denture Clinic implant patients John and Gillian. 
Both were prescribed implant retained over-dentures 


Solutions 
at a glance 



Traditional dentures 


“We don’t just prescribe dentures, we 
transform looks, recover lost smiles and often 
play a part in transforming lives,” says founder 
and principal of the Denture Clinic. 

By any measure, it’s a big statement, but his 
practice is well placed to make such claims with 
some 3,500 patients on the books and an ever¬ 
growing portfolio of happy clinical outcomes. 

The clinic’s prosthetics, prescribed and crafted 
on premises at his multi-disciplined dental 
practice in Dudley have found satisfied patients 
from as far away as Spain and Portugal. 

Others wishing to resolve long-term denture 
issues have travelled from Dorset, the Isle of 
Anglesey, the Isle of Skye and London. 

Over the last decade the Denture Clinic, based 
in North Street, has encountered some heart¬ 
rending accounts of how ill-fitting teeth have 
dislocated lives “but thankfully it has never failed 
to deliver a successful clinical solution,” says 
principal Steven Burchell DipCDT RCS(Eng) GDC 
108353. 

“Prosthetics have been the butt of every 


comedian’s joke, but things are changing. There’s 
no reason for anyone to put up with uncomfortable 
and unsightly dentures any more and talking 
about them is getting easier. 

“It wasn’t that long ago that an amalgamation 
between glamour and dentures was unheard of, 
but these unlikely descriptive bedfellows are now 
increasingly being fused together at our clinics 
in Dudley, Wolverhampton, Kidderminster and 
Dorridge,” adds Steven. 

Youthful, engaging smile 

Evangelical about what new-generation 
denture prescriptions can achieve, Steven 
adds: “Dentures have traditionally never been 
associated with cosmetic makeovers, but our 
high-quality prosthetics have quite literally taken 
years off some of our patients, reshaping sunken 
cheeks and pinched lips.” 

The palette of solutions to deliver a more 
youthful, engaging smile has never been so great, 
with traditional, handmade-on-the-premises 


prosthetics; suction diaphragm dentures; and 
implant-retained over-dentures. 

“We have often been privileged to transform 
looks - and lives - providing teeth that not only 
are aesthetically pleasing and hugely functional, 
but successfully support facial structures just like 
real teeth. 

“Can dentures ever be glamorous? Emphatically, 
yes,” he says. 

Strident advances in technology, improved 
materials and revised clinical procedures are all 
helping to “drive the denture revolution forward 
and it’s easy to add a real sense of natural-looking 
glamour to a clinical outcomes,” he says. 

By far the most sustainable and predictable 
results are found in implant-retained over¬ 
dentures, where permanently fixed implanted 
‘studs’ in the jaw secure the prosthetic. 

“For- those with the right bone density, over¬ 
dentures guarantee stability,” adds Steven. 

Implants, however, are not suitable for all and 
a cutting-edge suction valve device that holds 
prosthetics in position is another popular option. 


With the Ultra Suction system a clever diaphragm 
principle, triggered by bite pressure on patients’ 
gums, creates a ‘sucking’ vacuum between the 
soft-tissue mouth lining and the prosthetic. 

“The device can be mounted on upper or lower 
teeth and because of its efficiency allows us to 
consider a reduction in the size of the acrylic 
‘plate’ which can result in improved speech and 
taste. 

Fastidious about quality 

“For the right patient it can deliver excellent 
denture retainer qualities without the invasive 
procedures required for implant work, he adds.” 

Quality, handcrafted traditional dentures remain 
hugely popular. ”Our on-premises manufacturing 
allows us to be fastidious about quality. We use 
only the best of materials and we have mature, 
skilled team of technicians that supports us. 

“The possibilities with good looking, functional 
prosthetics still continue to surprise us,” says 
Steven. 



For appointments at all clinics call The Denture Clinic 

5 North Street, Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


0800 0285185 


Offroad 

Parking 


s (s 

Wheelchair Level 
Friendly 


Other clinics located at: 

Wolverhampton, Kidderminster and Solihull 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk email: info@denture-clinic.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Major Singh Kheela - “THE POWER” behind the Great Bridge pub THE LOUNGE BAR 


The lounge bar public house has been at 
the heart of the Great Bridge community 
since 1837. Formerly known as The 
Limerick, this listed building has served 
local industries, market traders, and 
store holders for many years. 

Former weight lifter Major Singh Kheela 
decided to buy the building and invest a lot 
of money in both the building and the local 
area, to ensure that this famous landmark 
remained as the hub for the local community 
for many years to come. Since taking over 
the building Mr Singh has seen the fortunes 
of the pub go from strength to strength, 
with feedback from the regular customers 
singing his praise for turning the pub around 
and making it a very welcome place to visit 
for families and their friends. 

The atmosphere is greatly improved on 
match days as The Lounge Bar is well 


known for being a sporting venue, showing 
all Premiership games on their array of 
widescreen TVs in high definition, surround 
sound, where locals can enjoy a great value 
drink, a complimentary samosa and watch 
their favourite football team in action. 

Weddings and Parlies 
Another string to the bow for the Lounge 
Bar is the availability of business conference 
facilities and the large function room can also 
be used to cater for weddings and parties. 
Having arrived from India in 1965 with no 
formal education, and not able to speak 
English, Major Singh attended a local school 
in Smethwick, worked hard and is now one 
of the most successful businessmen in 
the West Midlands. He left school a year 
earlier than he should as he was keen to 
get out into the working world beginning as 
a foundry worker at Midland Die casting in 



West Bromwich and then eventually setting 
up his own market stall. After expansion 
he was in a position to run many stalls and 
even had twenty staff working for him at one 
stage. 

Moving into the pub trade some years later, 
Major’s first pub was The Shakespeare 
in the early 1980’s and then bought The 
Limerick in 1994 when it was in disrepute, 
and has since added to the great success 
of this traditional market pub. 

Known as “THE POWER”, Major started 
taking an interest in weightlifting in the 


1980’s and has competed in various 
championships throughout the West 
Midlands, culminating in his “personal best” 
in 1986 lifting 185kg in the “clean and jerk”. 

Complimentary Buffet 
Tomorrow Major Singh Kheela is going to 
celebrate his 65th birthday. He is looking 
forward to seeing his regular customers and 
locals to join him for a complimentary buffet 
on the evening, and with a glint in his eye 
says “although I am turning 65, I have no 
intention of retiring just yet!” 




& Function Suite 


£2 PINT OF CARLING MON - THURS 
£2.30 PINT OF CARLING FRI - SUN 


Lbung* 


HD MULTI SCREEN LED T.V'S 

ALL LIVE SPORT GAMES SHOWN HERE • WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT WITH HD MUSIC SYSTEM 


The Lounge 


SUPERB 

FUNCTION 

SUITE 

HOLDS UP TO 
200 PEOPLE 

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR, 
PARTIES, WEDDINGS, BUSINESS 
CONFERENCES. 
CATERING AND 
ENTERTAINMENT AVAILABLE 


Presents an evening with 


WEST BROM 
Super Bob Taylor 


5 MARKET PLACE, 
GREAT BRIDGE 

0121 557 6506 

07925 154856 


17th January 2015 


Free Entry 

Complementary food available £2.30 pint of carling. 


Fully Licensed ‘til 2am 













Designs for the future of 
square down to last five 


FIVE competing designs 
showcasing the potential 
transformation of Birming¬ 
ham’s Centenary Square 
have been revealed as judges 
compile a shortlist of entries. 

Officials from the Royal Insti¬ 
tute of British Architects and the 
Landscape Institute on behalf of 
Birmingham City Council have 
selected the final five. 

A total of 185 entries were received 
from across the world and judged dur¬ 
ing the open design competition to 
reshape the well known city location. 

The five shortlisted teams will now 
develop their initial concepts before 
they go on public display in May. 

Final judging will take place by the 
expert panel in June ahead of a winner 
being declared. 

Impressed 

Shortlisted entries come from At¬ 
kins, of Birmingham, Barton Will- 
more, of Reading, Broadway Malyan, 
of Birmingham, Graeme Massie Ar¬ 
chitects, from Edinburgh and London 
based Open Studio Architects with 
United Visual Artists. Royal Institute 
of British Architects adviser, Sasha 
Bhavan, of Knox Bhavan Architects, 
said judges were impressed with the 
number and calibre of entries. 

“From 185 entries covering 30 coun¬ 
tries, anonymous judging and a broad 
spectrum of submissions made it al¬ 
most impossible to shortlist just five; 
all of whom should be absolutely de¬ 
lighted,” she said. 

“It was the impressive analysis and 
empathy with the site and city which 
probably resulted in an all-UK short¬ 
list, two of which are Birmingham 
practices. 

“We are looking forward to being 
surprised and delighted with the de¬ 
veloping next stage of the competition. 



. _ yy --- 


The entry from Open Studio Architects with United Visual Artists, London 



One of the shortlisted entries from Broadway Malyan, Birmingham 


“This is a tremendous opportunity 
for the shortlisted five and Birming¬ 
ham to show how innovative thought¬ 
ful design can transform a major 
public civic space.” Birmingham City 
Council’s deputy leader, Councillor 
Ian Ward, who is a member of the 
judging panel, added: “As anticipated, 
this competition attracted some truly 
exceptional entries “Although judging 


was done anonymously, I am delighted 
that two Birmingham practices have 
made the shortlist, seeing off fierce 
competition from a wide range of in¬ 
ternational entries..” Named in 1989 
to mark the centenary of Birmingham 
achieving city status in 1889, Cente¬ 
nary Square is home to a number of 
key buildings, including the Library of 
Birmingham, and Symphony Hall. 



Select Carpets 

215 Walsall Rd, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B7I 3HS 


OPEN 9am - 5.3Qpm Closed Sunday Tel: 0121 588 5904 


ii 



BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

0121 643 2822 


STOKE-ON-TRENT ^ 

aiC Waterloo Road, Burslem ST6 2QB 

01782 815825 


BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

01902 408 555 


I Prices Includes VAT”, and “*Subiect to availability”. Pictures are for illustration purposes only *Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers *0ffers available in store only *Promotions not valid on www.latifs.co.uk 
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“COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Opening the doors to 
a world of opportunity 



Students can take on the challenge of a ‘bake off’ and ‘masterchef’ competitions at Halesowen College 


HALESOWEN College’s Whit- 
tingham Road Campus will 
be open on Saturday, Jan¬ 
uary 24, from 10am to 2pm 
for young people to find out 
more about the extensive 
range of courses on offer and 
its modern facilities. 

Thousands of visitors took the 
opportunity to attend the college’s 
November open events, which cel¬ 
ebrated ‘Breaking Down Barriers’. 

A range of activities demonstrated a 
continuing commitment to being a fully 
inclusive learning environment. 

Along with highlighting the excep¬ 
tional range of 16-19 courses and 
outstanding facilities, there will be a 
programme of exciting curriculum 
competitions across a variety of sub¬ 
jects, giving visitors a real taste of col¬ 
lege life. 

For example, in catering, students 
will take on the challenge of a ‘bake off’ 
and ‘masterchef competitions, while 
in science, forensics students will be 
busy analysing the evidence in a sim¬ 
ulated crime scene. 

In addition, there will be a real cre¬ 
ative buzz, as students put together 
new computer games, shoot a video, 
design the best ‘prom hair’ and employ 
a variety of research methods to estab¬ 
lish a proposal for the ‘ultimate cinema 


experience’. Drama students will be 
competing to deliver the best mono¬ 
logue and performing arts students will 
be seeking public votes to secure suc¬ 
cess in a college wide busking compe¬ 
tition. 

The open day is also an ideal oppor¬ 
tunity for prospective students to find 
out about the college’s free bus service 
and all other support available - includ¬ 
ing financial help. 

Alex Griffin, student experience di¬ 
rector said: “The college is always 
striving to break down barriers for 
young people wishing to further their 
education. 


“Each open day provides a fantastic 
opportunity for prospective students to 
explore excellent facilities, meet dedi¬ 
cated staff and talk to talented students 
about successes.” 

Facilities 

The college has invested £20m up¬ 
grading facilities over the last few years, 
which has included three new state- 
of-the-art teaching blocks for health 
and social care, animal care, science, 
IT, travel and tourism and specialist 
teaching accommodation for students 
with learning difficulties. There is also 
a new all-weather sports pitch, fitness 


trail and an outdoor gym and plans are 
already underway to create additional 
new and exciting facilities for students 
to enjoy. 

A newly built university centre also 
provides further outstanding learning 
resources for 19+ students undertak¬ 
ing high education and access pro¬ 
grammes. 

Halesowen College offers the widest 
range of courses in the area, ranging 
from entry level to foundation degrees 
and enjoys an excellent reputation, re¬ 
cord breaking results and an outstand¬ 
ing campus. 

Go and see it for yourself. 


1 



Forensics students will analyse evidence in a simulated crime scene 



Creative buzz - college students will be seen shooting a video 


HALESOWEN COLLEGE 


OPEN DAY 


SATURDAY 24 JANUARY 2015 -10.00 - 2.00PM 



r . WHITTINGHAM ROAD HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS B63 3NA 
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Awards for hard work 

NOMINATIONS are being welcomed for the annual West 
Bromwich Community Recognition Awards. 

The awards recognise those who work with residents in 
the town and make it a better place to live. This ranges 
from those who help boost the local economy to those who 
support vulnerable people. 

Winners will be announced at a special awards evening 
at West Bromwich Town Hall on March 13. 

A full list of categories can be found on the nomination 
form available on the Sandwell Council website. 

Completed forms can be submitted by post or emailed 
to imran_dean@sandwell.gov.uk. The deadline for nomi¬ 
nations is February 20. 

Salon boss 
hits back at 
claims on 
staff pav 


BUSINESSES and a not-for-profit group have 
been ‘named and shamed’ for ‘neglecting’ to 
pay the national minimum wage. 

But employers say they were either ‘genuine mis¬ 
takes’ or disputed payments to absentee workers. As 
a result of how she was treated, one hairdresser in 
Walsall says she has been put off taking on any more 


apprentices. 

Kelly Lockley, who runs 
Diva Hair Design in High 
Street, Pelsall, broke down 
in tears after she said HM 
Revenue and Customs and 
the Department for Busi¬ 
ness, Innovation and Skills, 
‘treated her like a criminal’. 

Meanwhile, ABC Early 
Learning and Childcare 
Centre, a day nursery based 
on Wolverhampton Busi¬ 
ness Park, was said to have 
neglected to pay £5,329.25 
to 68 workers. 

The 36-year-old salon 
boss was named for hav¬ 
ing not paid £4,103.65 to a 
worker while West Brom¬ 
wich-based Learnplay Foun¬ 
dation was named for failing 
to pay £224.73. 

Working 

Mrs Lockley said: “I had 
a trainee through a college. 

“No-one had told me that 
after 12 months her wage 
had to go up. 

“It wasn’t working out 
and she left. 

“I paid her as soon as 
it came to light that she 
should have been on more. 

“This is the only time in 
15 years that something like 
this has happened and I am 
being treated like a crimi¬ 
nal. 

“It’s putting me off taking 
another trainee on.” 

Mrs Lockley said her full 
time hairdressers all earn 
well above the national 
minimum of £6.50 an hour 
for an adult aged over 21 or 


by Daniel Wainwright 


£5.13 for an 18 to 20-year- 
old. 

Emma Catton, director 
of ABC Early Learning and 
Childcare Centre said: “We 
pay the National Minimum 
Wage and above. 

“Following receipt of bad 
advice from our advisers an 
error was made. 

“We are extremely sorry 
that this happened.” 

Learnplay Foundation, a 
not for profit digital media 
company, was on the list 
for having ‘neglected to pay 
£224.73 to a worker’. 

Managing director Ro 
Hands said the organisation 
paid the individial £192.01 
more than they believed 
was owed for the number of 
hours worked. 

The government said 
the 37 cases named were 
‘thoroughly investigated’ by 
HMRC after workers made 
complaints to a free and 
confidential Pay and Work 
Rights Helpline. 

Between them they owe 
workers a total of over 
£177,000 in arrears and 
have been charged finan¬ 
cial penalties totalling over 
£51,000. 

The Government has al¬ 
ready named 55 employers 
since the new naming re¬ 
gime came into force in Oc¬ 
tober 2013. They had total 
arrears of over £139,000 
and total penalties of over 
£60,000. 


the 

winter 

sale 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

Whether your taste is classical or contemporary, you'll be amazed by their unrivalled 
selection of stylish furniture, carpets and beds. 

Everything is reduced to a fraction of its normal price - including the famous brand names. 
Visit your local Cousins store to see their latest collections and take advantage of their 
fantastic sale offer. 



Sale offer now in its final week, doors close Sunday 5pm, 


Sale £1299 

Was £2399 


EXTRA 10% OFF 

all sale prices 


Plus Three 
price of a 1 


FINAL WEEK! 


Karndean 

Designflooring 

inum retailer 


the Montana Sofa 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Dudley Manchester 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


REPRESENTATIVE Price: 


edit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash p. 
)tal amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some iter 
lid until 01.02.15. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-stor 


p_ - Uur price promise 
r I\IV_C to you, we won't be 
PROMISE b ea ten on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 

fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing i 


* See website for further details < 


A.OAKES WINTER SALE THIS SATURDAY 9 AM TO 5.30 PM 



Footwear 


Ladies Slippers Sizes 
4 To 8 Usual Price £9.99 

This Saturday £2.99 


Mens Shoes 


Sizes 9 To 12 Usual Price £21.00 

This Saturday £6.30 


ORIGINAL PRICES 


Flannelette Sheets 


— KT 

Est. msrnFviCM^^^^d 

MzmfaEnaiim A 

gmm 


With Pillow Case 
Single Bed (2 Sheets) 
Usually £16.99 Set 

This Saturday £5.09 


Non All 


ic Pillows 


2 In Pack Usually £7.99 

This Saturday £2.39 


Ladies Bras 


Mon to Sat 9am - 5.30pm Wed 9am - 12.30pm 


Usually £4.99 

This Saturday £1.49 


Bigger Menswear 


Short Sleeve Shirts 
4XL To 5XL Usual Price £18.99 
This Saturday £5.69 



Chinos 


42 To 56 Waist Usually £39.99 

This Saturday £11.99 


Fleece Gilet 


2XL To 5XL Usual Price £21.99 

This Saturday £6.59 


Shower Proof 


Zip Jackets 2XL To 6XL 
Usual Price £32.99 

This Saturday £9.89 


Model Railways 


Hornby 2 B/L Train Pack 
Digital Chip Fitted Usually £148.25 

This Saturday £44.47 


mm\i 


Graham Farish 


N Gauge 371-741 

Midland Pullmann Usually £269.95 

This Saturday £80.95 

See Website 


For More 70% 
Train Offers 

www.aoakes.co.uk 


Scalextric Track 


70% Off This Sat 

Ninco Cars £44.99 

This Sat £13.49 
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The impressive BKV trophy being crafted by workers at Endon Forge 


Codsall villagers celebrate as award is unveiled in 1974 


Anti-litter posters displayed in Penkridge during 1980 



The rural community council’s 1956-57 report 


60 years on and village 
contest still blooming 


IT started 60 years ago be¬ 
fore lawnmowers had mo¬ 
tors and hanging baskets 
were confined to choco¬ 
late box lid pictures. 

A lot about the world has 
changed since then but, in 
spirit, the Best Kept Village 
competition has remained in¬ 
domitably the same. 

The competition was launched in 
1956 by the newly set-up Commu¬ 
nity Council of Staffordshire. 

Its aim, set down in the council’s 
annual report of 1956-57, was ‘to 
give an incentive to the country¬ 
man to take an ever increasing 
pride in his own village and its im¬ 
mediate surroundings.’ 

It was decided to run the compe¬ 
tition on a village basis although it 
was sponsored in each case by the 
local parish council. 

Forty-three villages entered in 
that inaugural year and for the 
preliminary heats the county was 
divided into four areas: north, cen¬ 
tral, south-east and south-west. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


In discussions prior to the com¬ 
petition’s launch, it was felt that 
villages in the county’s mining 
areas would find it difficult to com¬ 
pete with those in rural areas of 
natural beauty. 

The annual report notes: “It 
was, therefore, gratifying to find 
that Cheslyn Hay took such pride 
in their village that, by dint of a 
community effort, it reached the 
final.” 

Impressive 

Sixty years on, that ethos re¬ 
mains. Chris Welch, chief executive 
of the Community Council of Staf¬ 
fordshire, says: “We try not to be 
overwhelmed by the pretty-pretty 
villages. We’re not looking for 
hanging baskets. The idea is to dig 
a little deeper and find out what 
the degree of involvement is.” 

The competition is judged by 
a pool of around 70 volunteers, 


many of whom have been involved 
for more than 30 years. Visually, 
they are noting the appearance of 
churchyards, pub surrounds, street 
furniture like bus shelters and 
telephone boxes, and looking out 
for signs of litter and dog fouling. 

A group will visit three or four 
villages in a day, each with its own 
lead judge, who will be the most 
experienced. 

The first trophy was an impres¬ 
sive wrought-iron affair created at 
Endon Forge, which incorporated 
the Staffordshire Knot and stood 
on an oak post. 

More than 200 villages have 
entered over the past six decades. 
In May1984, in a bid to hold on to 
their Best Kept Village title, mem¬ 
bers of the Codsall and District 
Civic Society, armed with brooms, 
trowels and clippers, kept a nightly 
vigil at the Lone Singer Gardens, 
ahead of the judging. 

There have been two remarkable 
winning streaks in the last decade, 
with both Weston (2004-08) and 
Haughton(2011-14) notching up 
four victories in a row. 



Schoolchildren clean up the brook in Wombourne in 1994 


loan to 
value 


95 % 

mortgages 

available 


Helping dreams 
become reality 



YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

Loan to value or LTV is a percentage figure showing the ratio between the outstanding mortgage balance (the loan) and 
the property valuation (the value). All applications are subject to status, valuation and our lending policy at the time the 
application is made. Terms and conditions apply. Tipton & Coseley Building Society, 70 Owen Street, Tipton, West 
Midlands, DY4 8HG. Telephone 0121 557 2551. www.thetipton.co.uk. 




your fault? 

Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


c Dtfiddlelon c Dummer 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


SETTLE TO CARLISLE BY STEAM - FROM PRESTON WEDS 25TH MARCH 



BOOK ONLINE: , , 

www.compassrail.co.uk 

OR CALL 0844 850 3136 mon - fri 



Kidderminster to Carlisle 

Travel by Vintage Diesel in beautifully restored Mkl 
carriages to Preston. Then we pick up steam, the journey 
begins, via Pendle Hill and Clitheroe, from Hellifield we 
head into North Yorks for a breath-taking journey on to 
settle along the Settle to Carlisle Railway, climbing through 
Blea Moor and across the world renowned Ribblehead 
Viaduct before plunging through a tunnel for the ‘Pheasant 
Run’ then through Dentdale, Kirkby Stephen and beautiful 
Appleby then crossing borders into Cumbria and through 
the picturesque Eden Valley. 


You will have a couple of hours to explore the beautiful 
town of Carlisle, with its many shops, bars and eateries. 
Alternatively take a stroll round the castle, museums, 
cathedral or the Tullie House Museum. 


FARES (RETURN) 


Standard Adult £79 

Child £59 

First Class 

£139 

Premier Dining 

£199 


From: Kidderminster, Stourbridge, Rowley Regis, 
Tame Bridge, Walsall, Cannock, Hednesford, Rugeley, 
Stafford, Crewe, Warrington, Wigan and Preston. 


C+MPASS 




RE-OPENS 3/01/15 
MANYX-DISPLAY 
BARGINS IN STORE 
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Log Burners 

Now In Stock 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

u 

Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 

rtW 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 



Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 
♦Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


























































Sadness for historian as 
uni drops professor role 



Carl Chinn seen at Birmingham University in his professor’s robes 


HE has inspired generations 
of people to learn more about 
where they’re from. But now 
Professor Carl Chinn’s role at 
the University of Birmingham 
is being dropped. 

The director of community his¬ 
tory role, believed to be unique in 
academic circles, is being made re¬ 
dundant. Although the expert on 
Birmingham and Black Country 
history will carry on teaching. 

The 58-year-old Express & Star 
columnist has been involved with the 
university for almost 25 years and has 
written more than 20 books. 

He work focuses on people who were 
often excluded from formal history: 
the working classes, particularly the 
poor, women and ethnic minorities. 

His pioneering work was recognised 
in 2001 when he was awarded the 
MBE by the Queen for his services to 
local history and to charities. 

The following year he was made 
Professor of Community History. 

He collected an archive as part of a 
research project called A People’s His¬ 
tory of Birmingham. 

Professor Chinn said: “I’m sad and 
disappointed that the role of director 
of Birmingham community history 
has been made redundant and that 
no other historian locally will fill that 
role. I am very grateful to the people 
of the Black Country and Birmingham. 

“Even though it was a role as direc¬ 
tor of Birmingham community history 
it expanded over the years to take in 
the Black Country too. People have 
shared their lives with me and sup¬ 
ported me. That has meant the world 
to me.” 

Professor Chinn said he had ‘other 
strings’ to his bow including writing 
books and his column in the Express 
& Star. As well as teaching at the uni¬ 
versity he will also continue at Perry 


Beeches II School in Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter. Professor Chinn 
first started work at the university 
in October 1990 as junior lecturer in 
Modern History and community his¬ 
torian in the Department of Modern 
History. 

Since 2007 Professor Chinn worked 
with summer schools and did school 
visits in his own time because he 
wanted more people from families who 
had previously never had anyone go on 
to higher education to go to Birming¬ 
ham University. 


Last year he was honoured by the 
Open University with the award of 
Master of the University. 

The OU’s Vice Chancellor, Martin 
Bean, said it was in recognition of Pro¬ 
fessor Chinn’s ‘notable contribution to 
public service, education and culture 
in the West Midlands’. 

In 2013 Professor Chinn was 
dropped from BBC WM after 20 years. 
He had been presenting a Sunday 
show and historians across the region 
criticised the corporation for removing 
part of the ‘localism’ from radio. 
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‘OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 


Newall Street, @ 9.00am 11,00am, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 



Great Bridge Hub, 

Sheepwash Lane, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 

OLDBURY 

St James Cot E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm **NEW TIME FROM 5TH JAN** 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Kerrie 07923129816 


OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923129816 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Community Centre, 
Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 7.30pm 
Contact Pippa 07816 900149 


OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jane 07870 421423 

WEDNESDAY 



Thimblemill Library 

Thimblemill Street, 7.30pm 

Contact Melisia 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30AM 

Contact Faye 07990 526920 


Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm and 

7.30pm 

Contact Faye 07990 526920 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 
Waterloo Street, 7.00pm 
Contact Lisa 07514 607650 


St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 

LADYW00D 

Ladywood Comm & Health Centre 
St Vincent Street West @ 7.00pm 
Contact Jade 07528 277104 

BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community Church 
Merton Close (off Pound Road) @ 7.30pm 
Contact Julie 07455 992143. 


WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 
Bttm Church Hill @ 9.30am 
Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

TIPTON 

St Paul’s Community Centre 
Brick Kiln Street, 9.30am 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 


Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Carole 07854 413929 
TIPTON 

St Johns Parish Church 

Upper Church Lane 

Princes End @ 7.30pm 

Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 


Bleakhouse Library, 

Oldbury @ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923129816 


Career opportunities for past and present 
members in this area contact Jenny on 
0121 556 5909 for more details. 
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Conservatories 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 


,oi Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm Saturday and Sunday* 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 

www.hispecwincflows.GO.uk hispec-sales@outlook.com 


*Terms & Conditions Apply 
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BIRMINGHAM DOG’S HOME 

10 New Bartholomew Street, Digbeth, Birmingham B5 5QS 

0121 643 5211 


Birmingham Dog’s Home are actively seeking to re-home 20 dogs currently 
in residence with them. Anyone interested please call the numbers above 

These 20 Dogs are at the Birminghams Dog’s Home 


Grace 

BOWENS 

Door to Door Coach Holidays 

14 Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen B63 3RH 

0121 559 1237 

|R 

BRIDALE 

ARCHITECTURAL 

118 Graingers Lane 

01384 635798 


\M_ 

Patrick 

PETS PANTRY 
PIGEON SUPPLIES 

Victoria Road, Halesowen 

0121 561 5470 

www.petspantrygarden.co.uk 

tjr 

LL 

Jodie 

GPS 

CONSTRUCTION LTD 

0121 5882740 
07956888 611 

www.gpsconstructions.com 

w 

ti 

Barks ‘n’ Bows 
Dog 

Grooming 

0121 520 9957 

Harry 

V 

A 

Function Room For Hire 

TIPTON 

CONSERVATIVE CLUB 

64 Union Street, Tipton DY4 8QJ 

0121 5573426 

Bruiser 


Lucy Thompson 
Outfitters 

Quality Fashion Handbags, 
Dresses & Separates 

0121 552 1169 

2A Halesowen St. (opp Sainsburys), 
Oldbury B69 2AJ 

Zara 


PRICE 2 BEAT 
FITTED BEDROOMS 
& KITCHENS 

4 Stafford Street, Dudley DY1 2AB 

07714 097122 •01384255331 

www.price2beat. co. uk 

£ 

Bessie 

Posh Pooches 
Dog Grooming 

0121 520 4269 
07989 793761 

www.poshpoochesdoggrooming. com 

Pluto 

GPS 

CONSTRUCTION LTD 

0121 5882740 
07956888 611 

www.gpsconstructions.com 



PRICE 2 BEAT 
FITTED BEDROOMS 
& KITCHENS 

4 Stafford Street, Dudley DY1 2AB 

07714 097122 *01384255331 

www. price2beat. co. uk 

I 

Posh Pooches 
Dog Grooming 

0121 520 4269 
07989 793761 

www.poshpoochesdoggrooming. com 

V 

Lucy Thompson 
Outfitters 

Quality Fashion Handbags, 
Dresses & Separates 

0121 552 1169 

2A Halesowen St. (opp Sainsburys), 
Oldbury B69 2AJ 

k 

OAKWOOD LODGES 

Llwynbaedd 

Rhayadek 

www. oakwoodlodges. co. uk 

01597811422 

Jemma 

BARGAIN BLINDS 

We guarantee to beat 
any like for like quote 
www. ukbargainblinds. co. uk 

Freephone 0800 0347111 

[f 

Dot 

T W RYDER LTD 

Army & Navy Store 

Open 6 days 

www. twrydersinbirmingham. co. uk 

0121 472 1402 

[¥_ 

Loki 

WEDNESBURY 

KITCHENS 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

Very reliable family run business 

& 

Paddy 

OAKWOOD LODGES 

Llwynbaedd 

Rhayadek 

www. oakwoodlodges. co. uk 

01597811422 

Peter 

Barks ‘n’ Bows 
Dog 

Grooming 

0121 520 9957 

I 

THE BIG PET STORE 

Hereward Rise, 
Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 

The pet lover’s pet store 


Swedish sisters slay ‘em at Symphony 


First Aid Kit 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
SWEDISH sisters Klara and 
Johanna Soderberg have 
been on a lot of radars lately. 

Not only are they touring as First Aid 
Kit on the back of their latest album 
Stay Gold, they can also be found on 
Swedish stamps and have been nomi¬ 
nated for a Brit award for best Interna¬ 
tional Group. 


Their popularity, certainly in Birming¬ 
ham, has rocketed. Three years ago 
they were playing The Rainbow which 
is in serious contrast to their latest sell¬ 
out gig at Symphony Hall. 

Opening with the title track of their 
album Lion’s Roar, Klara’s unmistaka¬ 
ble voice cut through the darkness be¬ 
fore the stage exploded in a burst of 
lights. 

The siblings have one of the most 
recognisable sounds on the folk/coun¬ 


try circuit at the moment with Klara on 
acoustic guitar and her sister rocking 
out in a swirl of hair on her keyboard. 

They followed this with the title track 
of their new album, and then Blue, an¬ 
other from Lion, and kept the packed 
hall happy with tracks such as King of 
the World, Master Pretender, Waitress 
and My Silver Lining. A highlight was 
them singing Ghost Town unplugged. 

Danny Farragher 


Play full 
of Eastern 
promise 

East Is East, 

New Alexandra 
Theatre, Birmingham 
THERE were come¬ 
dy scenes but also 
flashes of violence in 
this thought-provok¬ 
ing production. 

Written by Ayub Khan Din, 
who played the disciplinari¬ 
an George Khan, it told of 
the Pakistani father’s strug¬ 
gles to bring up his seven 
children with strict Muslim 
principles, despite their 
mixed race upbringing dur¬ 
ing the 1970s in Salford. 

He was comedic and 
menacing in equal measure. 
Although Jane Horrocks as 
English wife Ella was the 
star name, it could not have 
been more expertly cast, 
and it was clear there was a 
chemistry despite their often 
harrowing scenes. 

Stand-in Meenah, Dee- 
pal Parmar, put in a Stirling 
performance. But no one 
could be faulted, from Mi¬ 
chael Karim as the twitchy 
Parka-wearing Sajit, Ashley 
Kumar as rebellious Tariq, 
Amit Shah as Abdul, Darren 
Kuppan as God-fearing Ma- 
neer and Nathan Clarke as 
art student Saleem. It was 
humorous, but also moving. 

Simply brilliant. 

Mark Shipp 


REVIEWS 



Celebrities and their dancers ready for the Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour 2015 


Strictly top rate as Simon's 
terrific tango wins the votes 


Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour 
Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 
NO doubt about it, the Argentine 
Tango stole the show. 

And it meant that TV series runner up Si¬ 
mon Webbe got to lift the glitterball on the 
first night of the SCD tour at Birmingham. 

The packed arena went wild as Simon 
and professional dancer Kristina pulled off 
the dance to perfection - although they 
only managed to get 29 out of 30 from the 
judges. There were 10s from dancer Camilla 
Dallerup and her previous celebrity partner 
Tom Chambers, they lifted the glitterball 


back in 2008, but needless to say, to loud 
boos, only a 9 from Mr Sunshine himself, 
head judge Craig Revel Horwood. 

In second place was TV series champion 
Caroline Flack dancing with Tristan Mac- 
Manus. Saturdays singer Frankie Bridge had 
to pull out because of pregnancy sickness 
and was replaced by former celebrity con¬ 
testant S Club 7’s Rachel Stevens. 

The other celebrity dancers were the 
hunky Thom Evans, exuberant Alison Ham¬ 
mond, popular Mark Wright and the less 
than impressive Scott Mills. As host Zoe Ball 
said it was Strictly Brum Dancing and the 
crowd lapped it up. Sue Attwater 


“ Dig uncovers signs 
EES ? 1 of early inhabitation 


MAKING the best of a mis¬ 
erable evening, the Wul- 
frunian Ladies gathered to 
see the New Year in with a 
wonderful display of pho¬ 
tographs by Dave Clare, a 
local amateur photographer 
and historian. 

He entertained the ladies 
with a very interesting his¬ 
tory of photographs and old 
postcards gathered by Dave 
over the past 40 years. 

Dave’s topic is ‘Wolver¬ 
hampton in Old Photo¬ 
graphs’ and the ladies were 
happy and saddened to see 
the changes to the city over 
this time. 

Dave has recorded the 
pre-demolition and demo¬ 
lition of sometimes beau¬ 
tiful and historic buildings 
and the construction of the 
larger version of Molineux 
which obliterated several 
streets’ worth of houses. 

Dave’s Facebook page, 
Wolverhampton in Old Pho¬ 
tographs is a treat for locals 
and amateur historians. 

Next month the Wul- 
frunian Ladies will be ad¬ 
vised in respect of skincare 
and pampered by Faye- 
Anne from the Bodyshop in 
respect of skincare. 


ideas sought for 
85th anniversary 


PRESIDENT Sue Cot- 
terell was unable to make 
the beginning of the Jan¬ 
uary meeting, so Judy 
Fryer and Barbara Morris 
stepped in to welcome the 
group to the first meeting 
of the New Year. 

Everyone agreed that 
the Christmas party in De¬ 
cember had been a great 
success with a delicious 
three-course meal, and it 
was decided that the same 
caterers would book again 
this year. 

Thanks from the club 
went to Rita Brown for or¬ 
ganising it. 

The January meeting 
was a social evening. Un¬ 
fortunately the current flu 
and cold viruses that have 
been going round meant 
that there were many ab¬ 
sent members. 

However those that 
were able to attend en¬ 
joyed quizzes provided by 


Trysull & Seisdon Wl 


Judy, followed by a game 
of charades. Sue arrived 
in time for refreshments, 
after which she asked for 
ideas for outings or speak¬ 
ers for the forthcoming 
year. 

This year is also the 
club’s 85th anniversary 
so again, any ideas of how 
to celebrate the occasion 
would be welcomed. 

The raffle was won by 
Rita Jordan. 

There is now a change 
to the next meeting. There 
will be cookery demonstra¬ 
tion by the Good Life team 
from South Staffordshire 
Council. 

The meeting takes place 
on February 12 at 7.30pm 
in the village hall, Trysull 
and the club is always 
pleased to welcome new 
members and visitors. 


Evening of entertainment 


MEMBERS and friends celebrated their 
Christmas meeting in December 2014 with 
Will Morgan and ‘an evening of folk music 
and entertainment’. 

Before the meeting, the club invited two 
representatives from The Haven charity, 
a women’s refuge, to give an insight to 
the work they do. Members then donated 
several Christmas gifts for the women and 
children. 

A very entertaining and enjoyable 


Tettenhall & District Wl 


evening was had by all including a buffet 
supper. 

Meetings are held every second Mon¬ 
day of the month at The United Reformed 
Church, Tettenhall, at 7 30pm. 

The next meeting is on March 9 and 
the speaker is Cas Bailey on ‘If You Can’t 
Stand The Heat - Get Out Of The Kitchen’. 


W’ton Archaeology Group 

NOT all members are able to 
come on Sunday digs so the 
WAG’s Project Reports meet¬ 
ing in November was a great 
opportunity to tell them what 
they had been doing. 

At Wrottesley there is a de¬ 
molished Neolithic long cairn, 
the outline of which is slowly 
being uncovered. 

Members have been look¬ 
ing at Wednesfield to try to 
find evidence for early inhab¬ 
itation of the area. There was 
pub dig at the Dog and Par¬ 
tridge - which dates from the 
16th century - and a cobbled 
surface was found, possibly 
stables and the remains of an 
old building in their garden. 

This could confirm the pub’s 
use as a coaching inn as it lies 
at the junction of two impor¬ 
tant routes. They also found 
Medieval pottery at the bot¬ 
tom of the test pits as they did 
for those dug in the Memorial 
Garden which confirms that 
there has been human activ¬ 
ity in Wednesfield since those 
times. 

Work continued on looking 
for the original village - the 
two original churches had ear¬ 
lier been found. 

An old map has given the 
group clues as to where it is so 
that is work for 2015. 

The next meeting is on Jan¬ 
uary 27 when Dr Chris Upton 
from Newman University, Bir¬ 
mingham will talk on Wolver¬ 
hampton in Tudor times. 

All members of the public 
are welcome but there is a 
charge of £2 for non-members. 

Meetings are at the City 
of Wolverhampton College, 
Paget Road at 7pm in the Con¬ 
ference Suite. 






































































































































Cyrille hits home with views 
on Sir Jack at Specsavers 


ALBION legend Cyrille Regis has 
paid a moving tribute to Sir Jack 
and welcomed the appointment of 
Tony Pulis. 

The striker, who played for the 
Baggies and Wolverhampton Wan¬ 
derers during a distinguished career 
spanning 19 years, described the 
former Wolves owner, chairman and 
life president, who saved the club 
from extinction, as ‘absolutely fan¬ 
tastic.’ 

The 56-year-old, who spoke after 
cutting the ribbon on a new Specsav¬ 
ers store in New Square, West Bro¬ 
mwich, said: “He was absolutely 
fantastic. He sold my boyhood club 
for £10.1 think it was the days when 
owners were custodians rather than 
businessmen. He was a great exam¬ 


ple of someone who loved the club 
and and wanted to give something 
back rather then take away, which 
was exemplary when you consider 
the way football is these days. 

“He never had the mentality that 
it was ‘my club.’ It was always the 
people’s club, the fan’s club.” 

He also had kind words for Pulis 
following his appointment as the 
Baggies new manager earlier this 
month. He described the former 
Crystal Palace manager as the ‘right 
man at the right time’ and cited his 
experience in getting Stoke City 
promoted to the Premiership and 
keeping them in the division, as well 
as keeping Palace up, as reasons to 
believe he would also do well at West 
Bromwich. 



Ex-Baggies star Cyrille Regis with retail director of the new Specsavers store in New Square 


Fans pack a punch 
for Stallone movie 

BAGGIES fans found themselves playing a part in the 
latest Sylvester Stallone blockbuster after the Holly¬ 
wood star made a surprise appearance during Albion’s 
game against Everton. 

The Rocky star appeared on the big screen, calling on 
supporters at Goodison Park to act as extras, while he 
filmed a scene for his new spin-off film Creed. 

During the new film he trains the grandson of Apollo 
Creed - the fighter with whom Rocky Balboa clashed in 
the first two films. 

West Bromwich Albion and Toffees fans were given an 
early warning that were set to be filmed for their guest 
spot in the movie when a message flashed up on the big 
screen during the 20th minute of the Premier League 
game. 

They were told: “Filming for the new Rocky movie is 
taking place at half time. To be included please stay in 
your seats.” 

Stallone, wearing an Everton shirt, introduced the 
film at the game and asked the crowd to ‘go wild’. 
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Firm is in 
business 
for Hall of 
a change 


A WALSALL staging company has been 
called in to transform one of the region’s pre¬ 
mier concert venues, enabling it to turn into 
a conference hall to win more business. 

Birmingham’s Symphony Hall has hosted such 
stars as Bruce Springsteen, Paloma Faith and Sir 
Simon Rattle but Staging Services has transformed 
it for the international conference, corporate and 


events market. 

Event organisers from 
across the UK have been 
visiting the hall over re¬ 
cent days to take a look at 
the transformation, and 
Staging Services marketing 
manager Richard Langford 
said their work had proved 
a big hit. 

He said: “Staging Ser¬ 
vices has been providing 
live event organisers with 
staging and bespoke stage 
sets for more than 25 years. 

“This is a really exciting 
time for us. We’re used to 
giving performances a lift 
but in the new partnership 
with Symphony Hall Bir¬ 
mingham we will literally 
be lifting the venue - there’s 
something very special 
about this opportunity. 

“It’s not every day you 
get to work with such a pre¬ 
cious and highly acclaimed 
venue.” 

He added: “We have cre¬ 
ated a blueprint, but it can 
be adapted to the needs of 
any event or organisation 
that wants to use the hall.” 

The company’s work al¬ 
lows the concert venue to 
be transformed by covering 
the stalls seating with cus¬ 
tom-built tiered staging. 
Staging Services design 
work uses more than 300 
stage decks to create a float¬ 
ing tiered floor providing a 


by Simon Penfold 

600sqm floor area with a 
banqueting capacity of 620 
people. 

A balustrade system using 
the latest LED technology 
has been developed espe¬ 
cially for the project and 
will be used to bring cabaret 
style events and conferences 
to life. 

Dubbed Symphony Hall: 
The Next Stage, the pro¬ 
ject has already attracted 
a booking with the Asset 
Based Finance Association 
holding its annual confer¬ 
ence at the hall on June 5. 

Anita Bhalla, chairman of 
Performances Birmingham, 
the charity that manages 
Birmingham’s Town Hall 
and Symphony Hall, said: 
“The Next Stage marks a 
hugely significant step in 
Symphony Hall’s history, 
opening up the hall in re¬ 
sponse to demand.” 

The Symphony Hall al¬ 
ready has a track record 
of winning conference and 
other events, providing a 
stage or the Conservative 
Party Conference while 
other clients have included 
the Open University, Char¬ 
tered Institute of Payroll 
Professionals and Peter 
Jones Academy. 


Teen issues on the 
agenda at meeting 

PARENTS and carers are being invited to discuss issues 
facing teenagers tonight. Alcohol, drugs, gangs and child 
sexual exploitation will be among the topics on the agen¬ 
da during the meeting at St Michael’s Church of England 
High School in Rowley Regis, from 6pm to 8pm. 

The event is being held in partnership with San dwell’s 
Community Alcohol Project, Drug Education, Counselling 
and Confidential Advice Team (DECCA), Sandwell Police 
and Sandwell Women’s Aid. 

Headteacher Michael Wilkes said: “St Michael’s is com¬ 
mitted to working with parents and carers to ensure they 
are kept informed of issues facing young people in soci¬ 
ety. We feel that by working in partnership we can enable 
young people to make informed choices.” 

Professionals and young people will give advice on ‘keep¬ 
ing your teen safe’ and increasing parents’ and carers’ 
awareness of the day-to-day challenges teenagers face. 
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This January bring your kitchen 
upto date quickly and save money 
using Replacement Doors & Drawers 


Save 33% 


its as easy as 



( 


(Fully Staffed - No appointment necessary) 


DOORS. 


Save over 33% with our buy 
Two get One Free Offer! 
(No Limit on order size) 


WORKTOPS. 


Buy More than 8 Doors and for 
every 2m of worktop purchased 
we’ll give you an extra metre! 


A 




free! 


Why spend thousands on a new kitchen when a kitchen makeover using 
made to measure Doors looks just as effective at a fraction of the cost and 
without all the hassle - Right now with our Buy two Get One FREE 
January offer there has never been a better time to buy! 

We will beat any 'like for like' quote 


■ 


.HINGES. 


Act Fast! All orders placed 
before 21.01.2015 qualifies for 
FREE SOFT-CLOSE HINGES! 




A 


0800 088 7044 




Doors 
£2 More 


Keep your units - we'll 
make the New Doors 


All Doors Made to Measure 

Change Worktops, Sinks, 
Taps etc (easily) 


Get that Fresh New 


Most jobs can be 
Done in 1 day! 



Often imitated, never 



Showroom: Unit 24 Wulfrun Est., 
Stafford Road Wolverhampton 
WV10 6HH 

01902 581 570/01902 712 851 
www.imore.co.uk 


\n$A 

equalled! 


No.l SINCE 2005 
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Rachel Hester teaches a Dance Track class in one of the new studios Darcey Bussell meets Dance Track student Richard Kamara, 10, at one of the studios A view of the auditorium at the new studios for the ballet company 


\ \ 


ft 



A new space for costume work at Birmingham Royal 
Ballet’s revamped base. Photograph: Roy Smiljanic 


it's strictly Darcey as 
star gets tour of HQ 


A MAJOR ballet company is 
throwing open the doors of 
its revamped base to give a 
behind-the-scenes glimpse 
inside Birmingham Royal 
Ballet. 

The company’s three-storey 
HQ, behind the Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome in Thorp Street, has had 
a £2.7 million revamp including 
three refurbished dance studios. 

The public are invited to see the 
company’s new rehearsal studios on 
guided tours on Sunday from 11am 
to 4pm. Some of Birmingham Royal 
Ballet’s costumes and wigs will be on 
display and there will also be informal 
performances from some of BRB’s 
dancers, as well as performances from 
Freefall Dance Company, an initiative 
created by the Birmingham Royal Bal¬ 
let for gifted young people with severe 
learning difficulties. 

VIPs had a tour of the new facilities 
on Monday, including Strictly Come 


Report by Leon Burakowski 


Dancing judge and former Royal Ballet 
star Darcey Bussell, in her capacity as 
President of Birmingham Royal Bal¬ 
let’s Campaign for the Future. 

She said: “It is so rewarding to see 
the results of a fundraising effort that 
has enabled a company close to my 
heart to continue to be a first-class 
rehearsal facility for its dancers, staff 
and the wider public who can all enjoy 
this marvellous creative space. 

Talent 

“The new facilities will allow Bir¬ 
mingham Royal Ballet to welcome the 
community, nurture the talent of the 
future and maintain their position at 
the forefront of both British and inter¬ 
national dance. 

“The transformation of Birming¬ 
ham Royal Ballet’s building is a key 
milestone of our Campaign for the 
Future. Our goal now is to secure the 
remaining £2.5m of our £15m target to 


ensure the studios are bursting with 
new work by world-leading choreogra¬ 
phers as well as creative opportunities 
for local people to discover, take part 
and excel in classical ballet.” 

Birmingham’s ballet company 
moved to the city from London, where 
it had been the Royal Ballet’s touring 
company, nearly a quarter of a century 
ago and this is the first time the facil¬ 
ities have been updated since, partly 
thanks to a £ 1.85m grant from Arts 
Council England. 

It also sends its professionals into 
Birmingham and Black Country 
schools via its Dance Track programme 
to introduce ballet to youngsters and 
talent spot potential future stars. 

BRB presents An Evening of Music 
and Dance, including excerpts from 
Swan Lake, at Birmingham Sym¬ 
phony Hall on Saturday, January 31, 
and then launches its season at the 
Hippodrome with Moving Stateside, 
featuring three American ballets, on 
February 18 and Coppelia from Feb¬ 
ruary 24. 



.>* v 


Birmingham Royal Ballet dancers Miki Mizutani and Tzu- 
Cha, seen during rehearsal in the new Weston Studio 
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Alternative way to 
solve family issues 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 



DO you need a more imagi¬ 
native way of resolving your 
family law issues? 

“It is not just Hollywood su¬ 
perstars adopting alternative ap¬ 
proaches to divorce and family 
disputes,” says Clare Wiseman, 
Head of Family Law at George 
Green Solicitors, which has offic¬ 
es in Wolverhampton and Cradley 
Heath. 

Clare says cuts to legal aid and court 
budgets mean family cases are taking 
three times as long to resolve, via the 
traditional court route. 

“The system is compromised by de¬ 
lay, uncertainty and anxiety as to costs. 

You should therefore consult lawyers 
who are alive to alternative methods of 
resolving disputes,” adds Clare. 

Mediation 

This includes the ability to conduct 
“roundtable meetings”, to identify cas¬ 
es suitable for mediation, be able to 
participate in the Collaborative Law 
process and/or experience in referring 
matters to arbitration. 

Arbitration has a long history in cer¬ 
tain areas. Arbitration is now another 
“tool in the box” of the family lawyer. 
In both the Collaborative Law process 
and Abitration, the parties retain con¬ 
trol over the process, can determine 
the identity of the expert advisers to re¬ 
solve their disputes and set an agenda 
personal to them. 

Parties often worry about ensuring 
that they get full and frank disclosure 
in respect of each other’s financial cir¬ 
cumstances. Although the High Court 
has recently made a “scapegoat” of 
a husband who failed to disclose the 



Expertise - Clare Wiseman from George Green Solicitors 

extent of his financial wealth and or- We offer advice and assistance at a 
dered that he pay his wife’s costs, this time, location and in a way to suit you,” 
is often little consolation to parties in- says Clare. 

volved in difficult and distressing family “It is no longer a case of “one size 
disputes. fits all.” 

“At George Green we have the ex- Having trained as a Collaborative 
pertise and experience to consider all Lawyer, Clare confirms that “sitting 
settlement options to minimise the im- round a table is often a more produc- 
pact of an already stressful situation, tive way of resolving family matters”. 



Welcome to George Green LLP 


Finding imaginative solutions to 
your Family Law problems 

We are committed to providing legal advice 
at a time, location and in a way to suit you. 

We specialise in: 

□ Divorce 

□ Civil Partnership Dissolution 

□ Financial Arrangements 

□ Unmarried Couples 

□ Children Matters 


For further information visit our website 
www.georgegreen.co.uk and the Resolution website 
www.resolution.org.uk or 
call 01384 410410 to speak to 
a member of our Family Law team. 




















































Need help finding childcare? 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: Sandwell Family 
Information Service 
Address: 160, Beeches Road, 
West Bromwich B70 6HQ 
Phone number: 0121 569 4914 
Website: www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 
freechildcare 

Key Area Of Activity: Childcare 
places in Sandwell borough 


FREE childcare for 2 year olds in Sandwell 


Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 




That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/fireechildcaie 


I Sandwell 


Family Information 
Service 




N eed help finding and 
accessing a local 
family service? 

Sandwell Family Information Service is 
a free and impartial information service 
for mums, dads and carers of children and 
young people aged 0-19. 

We have a dedicated phone line 
and provide a one-to-one service 
with friendly, experienced staff who 
understand the issues and concerns of 
parents/carers. 

We can provide you with free, 
confidential and impartial information 
on all childcare and family-orientated 
services. 

We also hold the Sandwell children and 
young adults disability and special needs 
register. Families who join the register 
have access to information relating to 
services, events and activities that are 
suitable for children/young adults with 
a disability and/or special need and their 
families. 

During the school holidays we produce 
a holiday pack, packed full of activities, 
events and playschemes that are taking 
place around Sandwell to help keep your 


Have fun 


Explore 


Make new 
friends 


Adventure 


child/children entertained during the 
school holidays. This can be found at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/holidays 

The Family Information Service aim is 
to be accessible to all the communities 
in Sandwell and you will find us out 
and about in your local area at various 
outreach events and activities. 

If you are looking for childcare or a 
family service you can visit us at 
www.askade.org or if you can’t find 
what you are looking for you can call us 
on 0121 569 4914. You can also follow 
us on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/sandwelifis 


Sandwell 

Famft/Xnformafion 


Learn 
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Clear choice for windows 



All products are fabricated in-house utilising Rydale Windows’ own Highly qualified staff ensure installations are completed to high standards 

manufacturing plant in Halesowen with no upfront payments 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


R ydale windows 

Manufacturing Ltd is a 
major supplier of quality 
uPVC installations of windows, 
doors, conservatories, porches, 
orangeries, fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West 
Midlands. 

All products are fabricated in-house utilising 
the firm’s own specialist manufacturing plant 
based in Halesowen near Birmingham in the 
West Midlands. 

The approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 
customers to achieve considerable savings by 
buying direct. 

At Rydale, the focus has always been on 
offering high quality products backed by 
market leading customer service - no other 
local company has the experience of the well 
established team. 

In fact, the team is so confident in the 
quality of their products that they offer peace 
of mind when it comes to security 
for customers. 


The team’s philosophy about buying new 
windows and doors, planning a conservatory 
or any other work on your property is a 
big commitment. 

So the team believe it is important to 
spend time looking at the various options and 
discussing them with our experienced 
sales consultants. 

Deposits or stage payments are not 
procedure, customers only pay when the 
installation is fully complete. 

Every product comes with an insurance 
backed, fully comprehensive 10 year 
guarantee and the company is Certass 
registered and ‘Fair Trades’ and ‘No Rogue 
Traders Here’ approved. 


In addition the company is fully compliant 
with Document L building regulations. 

Rydale Windows Manufacturing Ltd offers: 

• Free quotations 

• Quality products 

• Manufactured in own factories 

• No deposits 

• No payment until installations completed 

• Our own experienced fitters 

• Real quotations not artificial offers 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• Full after sales service 

All installations are fully supervised from 
initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives. 


All the 50 plus staff are highly qualified 
and employed by the company to make 
sure your experience with the company 
is stress free. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd 
Address: 33 Long Lane Halesowen B62 9LS 
Telephone: 0121 559 4211 
Website: www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
Email: reception@rydalewindows.co.uk 
Key point of contact: Sales advisors 
Key area of activity/sectors: Windows and 
conservatory manufacturers and installers 



Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 


' ---- 9 -- 9 

Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards fl 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how ^ 
than Rydale, and that’s 
why we have been in 
business for more 
r _ —— _ than 30 years. 


YEAR 


ultimate^ 

JsMABANBiEM 


ULehueffstl 


Supplied 


& Fitted...Across the Midlands 


FREERH0WEt0800l917i6060 


No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation has 
been completed 


VYlnksi ttlB. 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Repair Service 
Avaiiabie 


MASSIVE DiSCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 
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Care service helps people to remain in their own homes 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


IPTON Home Care Limited is a 
private company employing 135 
local people. 

The business provides a range of personal care and support 
that allows many people to remain in their own homes. 

People are most at ease living in the comfort of their own 
homes and Tipton Home Care Limited provides a solution 
for those unable to maintain all the activities of daily living 
unaided. 

Care services are designed and tailor made to suit individual 
needs. This enables service users to retain dignity and self 
respect through just a little bit of extra help. 

The business has been approved and contracted by Sandwell 
Council as a provider of care services for Tipton, West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury, North Dudley, Yew Tree Walsall, 
Tividale and Great Barr. Hours of care run from 6am to 10pm 
and anywhere between these two times. 

Best care 

The mission statement for Tipton Home Care is: ‘To provide 
the best care and support in order that people may remain in 
their own homes as independently as possible’. 

“We offer assistance with a high standard of domiciliary 
care for people in need to enable them to remain living in their 
own homes,” says managing director Stuart Higgins. 

“Tailor made services meet specific needs and we will do 
our very best to ensure personal satisfaction. 

“Our staff are chosen for their qualities and skills in the job 
they do and receive update training to ensure they are always 
competent.” 

Formed in 1995, Tipton Home Care Limited is a Quality 
Assured Company to IS09002 Standards. The company 
supports the rights of disabled people in the gaining and 
retaining employment and was awarded the Investors in People 
award in November 2005. 

As a member of the United Kingdom Home Care 
Association (UKHCA) Tipton Home Care Limited adheres 



Care co-ordinator Lesley Higgs makes an appointment for one of the company's many service users 


The besiness employs aroend 135 people across its geographical area, helping commenities to thrive 


to the UKHCA Code of Conduct. Operating in Tipton, West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury, North Dudley, Yew Tree, Walsall, 
Tividale and Great Barr, initial referrals are followed by a visit 
to carry out technical assessment of need. 

As a result of these visits, an individual working care plan 
will be formulated with the service user and/or representative 
and any other relevant professional involved. This helps to 
identify how health and welfare needs will be met. 

Risk assessments 

“As part of an assessment, we will carry out a number of 
risk assessments to ensure the safety of both you and your 
carer are taken in to account,” adds Stuart. 

“Each working care plan will be reviewed every six months 
or as necessary in order to continue to meet specific identified 
needs. 

“Every endeavour will be made to assist you, your relatives 
and your representative to be fully involved in the process.” 

Care for older people, individuals with mental health, 
physical disabilities, learning disabilities and people with 


dementia or alzheimer’s is provided by Tipton Home Care. 
Personal care includes assistance with practical tasks such 
as washing, shaving (not wet shaving), oral care, dressing, 
toileting, continence care and feeding. 

It provides assistance with medication with the use of a 
medi-pack, assistance with getting up or going to bed, making 
or changing a bed, emptying commodes, shopping for services 
users, paying bills and collecting service user’s pensions 
(giro only). 

Should it be required, staff will also help with service users’ 
laundry and can include ironing, preparing meals, vacuum 
cleaning and light domestic tasks, washing dishes, dusting, 
cleaning of toilets and bathrooms etc. 

“All of the above services are provided by care workers 
making personal visits at agreed times to meet the needs of the 
service users and their chosen lifestyle,” says Stuart. “Visits 
can vary in length from 15 minutes to one or more hours. 

“One or more visits can be made throughout the day on one 
day or seven days per week, following an assessment of need 
that will identify the services required.” 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: Tipton Home Care 
Address: Number 5, Venture Business Park, 

Bloomfield Road .Tipton. DY4 9ET 

Phone numbers: 

0121 557 3649,07889 018517,0121 557 6080 

Email: tiptonhomecare@btconnect.com 

Website: www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 

Key areas of activity/sectors: Laundry & ironing - Social 

support - Day or evening care - Medication - Night sits 

and palliative care - Personal care - Bathing - Shopping - 

Domestic help 

Geographic areas covered: Tipton, West Bromwich, 
Wednesbury, North Dudley, Yew Tree Walsall, Tividale and 
Great Barr. 


When You Need Extra Support 
and Care at Home... 

PERSONAL CARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 

> From 7am - 10.00pm 
• Breakfast > Lunch > Dinner • Wash and Dress 
• Evening Time > Bedtime Visit 




Tipton Home Care provides personal 
care and support to the people of 
Tipton and the surrounding areas, 
in their own homes, ensuring peace 
of mind for both service users and 
relatives, and most of all dignity for 
those difficult moments. 

Tipton Home Care are always 
interested in talking to anyone who 
would like to join our company as care 
workers to meet our ever increasing 
client list. 



1 


Areas covered: 

Tipton, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, 
North Dudley, Yew Tree Walsall, 
Tividale & Great Barr 


HOME CARE LTD 


Telephone: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 
Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 



















Important Announcement 

Come and join us. Bring a little happiness in your life. Our Customers are our friends. 

In a national survey by Domestic and General we were voted the best place in the UK to 
purchase electrical appliances. We might be the best but we’re certainly not posh. Go on, 
treat yourself. Have a new telly. It will only cost you a fiver deposit. You can rent or buy 
and pay through the meter. Then you can add other goods like a washer, fridge or cooker, 
anything electric. Not only that, if you need a few quid in a hurry we can give you a cash 
loan, for instance your TV licence may have run out and you need the money in a hurry. Ask 
your friends about us. You must know someone. Let’s face it we have been doing it for over 
forty years. If you don’t want to pay through the meter, that’s ok. If you’re posh enough to 
have a bank account with plenty of dosh you can pay by Direct Debit or why not come in the 
shop and pay us? I would be very pleased to see you. I can only hope you won’t be 
disappointed. So come on, get off that donkey, smile and come and say hello. 

It’s not by accident we’re No 1 in the UK. 

Come and see us. We want you , we need you. 

We never forget for a single moment without our customers we have nothing. 

I’d never dream of shopping anywhere else. 


T.C. HAYES of Bearwood 


473 Bearwood Road, Bearwood, Birmingham B66 4DH 

0121 420 3626 9am to 6pm (Mon - Sat) 


iionit BiiitniBSi 

(BIRMINGHAM) LTD 

Builder and Timber Merchants 

• Timber 

• Cement 

• Bricks/ Blocks 

• Tiles 

• Sand 

• PVC 

All Building materials supplied 




SPECIALISTS IN FAMILY LAW RECENTLY 
OPENED WITH 13 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


» Family Run Business 

* Headed by Accredited Law Society 
Family Panel Member 

► First Interview Free 

* Divorce, Marriage Annulment, 

Civil Partnership 

» Financial Settlement 

► Application Under the Children Act 1989 

* Cohabiting Couples, 

Separation Agreements 

* Domestic Violence, Occupation Order 

► Advice for litigants acting in person 



Shire Oak^Solicitors 


6/7 Three Shires Oak Road, Bearwood B67 5BA 


0121 238 0735 I info@shireoaksolicitors.co.uk I www.shireoaksolicitors.co.uk 


Local Shop • Fruit & Vegetables 


Everything you need under one roof Competitive Prices Come and have a took 


Not only specialists in Fresh Fruit and Veg Also stock 
leading brands like East End • Heera • KTC 


ONIONS 

20KG BAG £3.99 
10K6 BAG £1.00 
9 KG BAG £2.50 



ELEPHANT MEDIUM 25K6 BAG 
£10.99 

PRE-PACKED POTATOES 
20K6 BAG £4.99 

W/IUA POTATOES 
25kg £4.99 

SALAAM RICE 20KG £19.99 





SUPPLIERS lOF/ALL 

ALL TYPES OF CAGES FOR PARROTS & BIRDS 


PIGEON PRODUCTS V GRIT Y CORN Y FISH Y BUDGIES 
RABBITS V CANARIES Y FROZEN REPTILE AND HAWK FOOD) 


IF WE DON'T STOCK IT WE WILL GET IT! 

Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street 
(off Rolfe Street) 

Smethwick, B66 2AS 
TEL: 0121 565 1187 
MOB: 07462 301701 





Smet kwici 

. Vek$ 



EXTRA DISCOUNTS FOR 
TRADESMEN AVAILABLE 


9 New Street, Smethwick, B66 2AJ 

Tel/Fax: 0121 555 8500 Mob: 07976 285 398 

E: amecoelectrical@gmail.com 




Valentines Special Offer 

5% off Perms & Extensions* 


• Cutting • Relaxing Weaves 

• Perming • Colouring 

• Extensions • Plaiting / Cornrows 



Open: 10am - 6pm 5 days 
fi) III ll Closed Wednesday & Sunday 
Late Night Friday 
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0121 502 1904 


Easy payment plans available 

Wide selection of Wedding Dresses 
to suit all sizes and budgets 

Tiaras/Accessories/Alterations 


48 Upper mgfi Street , Wednesbwy WS10 7HJ 
tmo @ sinwnes6ridd.co.uk 



‘Florist Of Distinction’ 

Surprise Y our Loved Ones 
This Valentines Day 
Local Delivery Available 
Card Payments Accepted 

8a Market Place, Wednesbury 
West Midlands WS10 7HX 
0121 505 1112 




PARWcJPAlACE, 
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Valentines cards 
now in stock 



IT 


la Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7HF 
07974842009 






od 


01597 




DtiKS 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


■■■PH ««m 

Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites 
soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring 
centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 






























Cl IS FOR Gardening 


I IS FOR IJL Gas 


New Street, Harvills Hawthorn, 
West Bromwich B70 OUH 

Tel: 0121 505 1437 
Mobile 07040 001313 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


R VICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



IS FOR Jesus 



pr^QHURCH 

Adult Sunday Morning Service 1 0.30am 
Children Aged 4-11 years Sunday Service 
1 0.30am 

01 21 580 0068 

Victoria Street, West Bromwich B70 8ET 
www.elimwestbrom.com 


1V[ IS FOE Najran Fencing 
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■GliftL 
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OFFERS 11 

^ 13kg Butane £19 1 
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zgjgggg? NOW IN STOCK. 


IS FOR One Stop Tyres 


ONE STOP TYRES AND 
INDOOR CARWASH 


NEW AND PART WORN TYRES 
EXPERT INDOOR HAND CAR WASH 

fyee- 

OPEN 7 DAYS. 07878 222405 

HEATH ROAD, DARLASTON WS10 8LP. 


4r IS FOR P Adams Fencing 


P Adams 

SHEDS AND FENCING 


• Sheds • Patios • Covering whole of 

• Play House • Turfing Midlands 

• Summerhouse • Garden Makeovers • Free Quotes 

• Gates • Bespoke Sheds ALL JOBS 

• Fencing made to size and CONSIDERED BIG 

• Decking order OR SMALL 


0121 423 3051 / 07530 258059 


IS FOR Quality Repairs 

AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

New and Reconditioned 
Appliances available 


IS FOR Rhino UPVC 



Suppliers of upvc plastics for 
the building window and 
roofing industry. 
Fascias, Soffits and Guttering. 
DIY enthusiasts are welcome 


DOMESTICS 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 


IS FOR Sandwell Stone 



WE SUPPLY AND FITrAUUI 
TYPES OF FENCING & 

SLABBING www.sandwellstoneandfencing.con 

v; . 0800 955 3865 


FOR T K Products d IS FOR Unicom Day Nursery 


T K PRODUCTS HAVE MOVED 



Specialising in next day 

[ > Conservatories, windows, doors, DELIVERY 

L fascias, soffits and firestone rubber st ° ck items 

- roofing to the public and trade. 

www.tkproductsonline.co.uk 
Call Now on 0121 520 7710 / 07588 428221 



175 Bromford Lane 
West Bromwich, 
West Midlands, B70 7HT 
Tel: 0121 580 2967 
Fax: 0121 580 2967 



School 

tleuwwr Oum 

At Unicorn Day Nursery 
Shelsley Avenue 
Oldbury 
0121 552 5242 
From 7.30am - 6pm 
Includes Breakfast, Hot Lunch & 

& Snacks and Drinks throughout the day. 
Please call for more details and ask about o 
programme of activities which 
include Cooking, Loom Bands, Arts 
and Crafts, Sports, Library Visits 
and a trip to the Cinema. 



2 Parsonage Road, Oldbury B69 4PH 
0121 552 8004 Mobile: 07957 491938 
NEW YARD 49 TAT BANK ROAD OLDBURY 869 4NJ 

0121 544 4409 



IS FOR Value for Money 

BJT - BUDGET 

FENCING & BUILDING SUPPLIES 


SUPPLIERS OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

• Central heating and plumbing materials 

• Cates, arilles fabricated 




I 
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IS FOR Wheel Repair 


CarCareRepair 

The Premier Specialist In Body Work & Wheel Refurbishment 

• Accident damage repairs • Powder coating 

• Mobile alloy repair service • Free courtesy car 

• Alloy wheel refurbishment • Paintless dent removal 

• Bespoke colour matching • Pick up/Drop off service 

Approved by main dealers 
10% DISCOUNT QUOTE CHRON 
carcarerepair.co.uk Call: 0121 520 7000 
Unit 3, Factory Road, Tipton DY4 9AU 


IS FOR Extra Savings 


TURF-SUPPUED & LAID 

• Fencing • Turfing 

• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 

• Hedges Trimmed 

• Trees Pruned 

• Gardens Cleared 


ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 




IS FOR Yew Tree 


Yew 

Tree 


Yew Tree Nursing Home 

Offering you nursing expe 
and expertise in our idyllic 


lerience 
lie retreat 

ensuring your stay with us feels like 
home from home. 

We offer 

• 24 hour nursing 

• Single and doub 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips pub visits etc 

• Home cookecf meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our Shetland 
pony, cat, and rabbit 

Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


IS FOR A Zee Fix 



G-Zqq Fix 

; ■ I INSTALLA 

"■I , . 

■■ 

Rosewood U 

Jjrar LJ 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

>hone: 01384 259761 



ed By Design PAS023/P. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 
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^WHAT’S ON 


Tributes to the 
super troupers 

ABBA fans are in for a 
treat with two top tributes 
to the Swedish pop won¬ 
ders of the 1970s and 80s 
taking place. 

Abba Mania celebrate 40 
years since Agnetha, Bjorn, 
Benny and Anni-Frid won 
Eurovision by playing the 
hits at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre tomor¬ 
row night (Friday), whilst 
Bootleg Abba take their 
opportunity to thank them 
for the music at Bilston’s 
Robin 2 next Saturday, 
January 31. The Robin 
show will also feature the 
Bee Geez Downunder. 

There’s more nostalgia 
at the Grand this Satur¬ 
day with the Sensational 
60s Experience featuring 
Herman’s Hermits, Dave 
Berry, The Swinging Blue 
Jeans and The Union Gap, 
among others. 

Three comedians 
stand up at club 

A NIGHT of stand-up 
comedy and a three-course 
meal is being hosted by a 
Black Country rugby club. 

Dudley comic Wayne 
Beese leads the acts on the 
bill tomorrow night (Fri¬ 
day) at Stourbridge Rugby 
Club’s Stourton Park 
ground, off Bridgnorth 
Road. 

Joining rising star 
Wayne will be improviser 
Ben Briggs and Brummie 
comedian Andy White. 

Tickets cost £20 which 
includes the meal. The 
show starts at 7.30pm. 

Call John Slim on 07989 
786913, the club on (01384) 
395000 or email linda@ 
stourbridgerugby.com 


Theatre group see Peter Pan put 
on trial for refusing to grow up 


Harvey is 
revived at 
The Rep 

MAUREEN Lipman, fond¬ 
ly remembered as the BT 
grannie, will join Gimme 
Gimme Gimme actor 
James Dreyfus in Lindsay 
Posner’s new production 
of 1940s American come¬ 
dy Harvey at Birmingham 
Rep next month, before 
heading for the West End. 

The Broadway come¬ 
dy-drama by Mary Chase 
was made into a classic 
movie starring James 
Stewart as Elwood P Dowd 
who, to the dismay of his 
family, has an unwavering 
friendship with a six-foot 
tall rabbit called Harvey, 
who is invisible to every¬ 
one else. The production is 
based on the Broadway re¬ 
vival of 2012 which starred 
Jim Parsons, from TV’s Big 
Bang Theory, as Dowd. 

Lipman, who was at 
the Rep in 2013 in Oliver 
Cotton’s Daytona, plays 
Dowd’s exasperated sister. 

It is at the Centenary 
Square venue from Febru¬ 
ary 6 to 21. 



AN UPCOMING play will see Peter Pan head back to Neverland and 
then stand trial for refusing to grow up. 

The Trial of Peter Pan, which will have a free performance at the Birming¬ 
ham Rep’s Door venue, features a cast made up entirely of actors with learning 
disabilities from the Stourbridge-based Side by Side theatre group. 

Director Susan Wallin MBE, aged 71, from Norton, said: “In our play Peter is all grown 
up and the whole play has been inspired by the idea in the original JM Barrie work that 


Wendy’s daughter was the next to go with h 

“I decided To carry that on and our play 
features her great-granddaughter Angela. 
However, every time Peter comes back to 
our world he ages and he is now 47 but 
thinks he is still a child, so he is put on trial 
for refusing to grow up.” 

The play will be shown for free at the 
Birmingham Rep on Saturday, January 31, 
and will receive a full run at the Stourbridge 
Town Hall in June. 

Actors 

Mrs Wallin said the theatre group had re¬ 
ceived several awards. 

“They are all dedicated theatrical actors,” 
she said. “We have performed at the Edin¬ 
burgh Fringe as well as abroad in Sweden 
and Prague. 

“The actors’ ability to take on the chal¬ 
lenges of learning great swathes of lines, as 
well as being responsible for moving their 
own set on the stage, is remarkable.” 

The group is entirely self-funded and Mrs 
Wallin said it was currently on the lookout 
for new members. 

She said: “The only prerequisites are that 
they have to be dedicated and have a real 
interest in theatre. 

“This is not a club but a real theatre 
group that requires commitment and a ded¬ 
ication to the arts.” 

The show at the Rep will run from 
12.30pm to 1pm on The Door stage. Tickets 
are free and can be booked via birming ham- 
rep.co.uk or by calling 0121 236 4455. 



From left, David Atkins, James Emtage 
and Susie Schartz rehearse for Side 
By Side’s The Trial of Peter Pan 


It’s not the only Pan-tastic production at 
The Rep as the main house hosts riotous 
comedy Peter Pan Goes Wrong, Mischief 
Theatre’s spoof about an accident-prone 
theatre company in similar vein to their hit 
production The Play That Goes Wrong. It’s 
on from Tuesday to Sunday. 

Brian Conley stars in circus musical Bar- 
num at Wolverhampton Grand from Tues¬ 
day to Saturday. Science fiction rock ‘n’ roll 
musical Return To The Forbidden Planet 
shows robots rock at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre, Monday to Saturday. 


Classic rock and 
some horror too 

SINGER Paul Carrack, 
the voice of Mike & The 
Mechanics and Ace, will 
be in concert at the Sym¬ 
phony Hall, Birmingham, 
on Saturday night with old 
favourites and songs from 
his recent Rain or Shine 
album. 

Other gigs include Queen 
fronted by Adam Lambert 
at the Barclaycard Arena 
tomorrow (Friday), the 
Mark Lanegan Band at 
Digbeth’s The Institute on 
Monday and vintage jump 
jive from King Pleasure 
& The Biscuit Boys at the 
Robin 2 on Thursday. 

Horror rockers Slipknot 
are at the Barclaycard 
Arena on Tuesday — fans 
of the macabre may also 
want to check out Night of 
the Zombie by The Circus 
of Horrors at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Civic Hall on Saturday. 

Solo or Bust’ for 
singer Charlie 

THE one refusenik to the 
hugely successful McBust- 
ed venture, former Busted 
lead singer Charlie Simp¬ 
son, brings his folk-influ¬ 
enced songs to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Slade Rooms on 
Tuesday. 

Simpson, unlike his ce¬ 
lebrity former bandmates, 
has not joined the super¬ 
group blend of McFly and 
Busted who have been en¬ 
joying arena-sized success 
around the country. In¬ 
stead he will be performing 
without a band for the first 
time in intimate acoustic 
shows performing songs 
from his top ten album 
Long Road Home. 

Tickets cost £16.50. Call 
0870 320 7000. 
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in Sandwell 

We require agents to 
control distribution of your 
free newspaper: 

This is an ideal position for someone 
with a little spare time, a car and telephone. 

This is an interesting job with flexible 
working hours and a good rate of pay 
controlling your own team of distributors 
in your local area. 

Interested? 

Then telephone 

01902 
319990 


Distribution 
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CHOICE 



Alfred Hitchcock 


Holocaust: Night Will Fall 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

With Holocaust Memorial Day 
taking place on January 27,2015, 
this timely documentary reflects 
on the time Allied forces liberated 
the Nazi concentration camps in 
1944-45. Their shocking 
discoveries revealed the full 
horror of what had happened for 
the first time. With the aid of 
British, American and Soviet 
footage, the Ministry of 
Information’s Sidney Bernstein 
aimed to create a documentary 
that would provide undeniable, 
lasting evidence of the Nazis’ 
horrific crimes. However, before it 
could be completed, and despite 
initial support from the British and 
US Governments, the film was 
mothballed; it was deemed too 
sensitive for the changing political 
climate. Now, seven decades on, 
and with help from the Imperial 
War Museums, Bernstein’s film 
has been restored and completed. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 2.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 3.00 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.20 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.10 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Now You See It. The best and 
worst of the magic world, 
featuring a man who disguises 
himself as an armchair and 
strange happenings in a chip 
shop, as well as a few tricks going 
wrong. 

7.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes join the hopefuls 
backstage for the third round of 
blind auditions. As usual, coaches 
Tom Jones, William, Ricky 
Wilson and Rita Ora decide 
whether they want the acts based 
purely on their singing voices, 
spinning in their chairs to show 
their interest. Tonight’s hopefuls 
include a YouTube sensation once 
signed with Justin Timberlake’s 
record label, a Lady Gaga tribute 
act and a former member of 1980s 
charts stars Black Lace - although 
whether he tries to impress the 
coaches with a verse of two of 
Agadoo remains to be seen. 

8.25 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants answer questions to 
try to win each other’s dream 
prizes. Including the lottery draws, 
presented by Gaby Roslin. 

9.15 Casualty. Rita gets a shock when 
her ex-husband turns up at the 
hospital. Connie’s daughter Grace 
goes missing, while Lofty deals 
with a patient who thinks her child 
is being abused. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Gabby Logan presents 
highlights of the fourth-round 
matches, including Birmingham 
City v West Bromwich Albion at St 
Andrew’s and Chelsea v Bradford 
City at Stamford Bridge; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.55The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures. 

12.55 Film: Primeval. (2007)2.25 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.30 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Film: San Demetrio, London. 

(1 943) 7.35 Film: Angels One Five. 

(1953) 9.10 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam. 

(R) 9.40 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam. 

(R) 10.10 British Isles: A Natural History. 

(R) 11.00 FA Cup Rewind: Fourth-Round 

Classics. 12.00 James Martin: Home 

Comforts. (R) 12.30 The Churchill 

Obituary. 1.30 Great Britons. (R) 2.30 

Live International Bowls. The World 

Indoor Championships. 4.30 Somerset: 

After the Floods. (R) 5.30 Flog It! 

6.30 Porridge. (R) 

7.00 The Two Ronnies Sketchbook. 
Ronnie Corbett and Ronnie Barker 
present another selection of 
favourite monologues, musical 
numbers and sketches, including 
the classic Fork Handles. Last in 
the series. (R) 

7.30 Ronnie Barker: The Many Faces 

Of. The story of a quiet, dedicated 
man who might have been a bank 
manager, but went on to become 
one of the nation’s most popular 
comedy stars. Ben Elton, Michael 
Grade, David Renwickand 
Josephine Tewson are among 
friends and colleagues who 
remember his partnership with 
Ronnie Corbett in sketch show 
The Two Ronnies, as skinflint 
grocer Arkwright in Open All 
Hours and crafty prisoner Fletch in 
Porridge. There is also a look at 
his prolific writing career and his 
work as an actor in serious roles. 
(R) 

8.30 The Two Ronnies: The Studio 
Recordings. A collection of 
unedited takes from the classic 
comedy show, featuring both 
famous and more obscure 
sketches from programmes 
recorded in 1979 and 1980. (R) 

9.00 Holbein: Eye of the Tudors-A 
Culture Show Special. Waldemar 
Januszczak looks at the life and 
career of Henry Vlll’s court artist 
Hans Holbein, exploring where he 
came from and examining the 
unsettling secrets hidden in his 
work. 

10.00 Film: The Artist. (2011) A1920s 
movie actor gives an actress her 
big break, but his career suffers 
with the advent of sound. Oscar- 
winning silent drama, starring 
Jean Dujardin and Berenice Bejo. 

11 .35 International Bowls. The World 
Indoor Championships. Highlights 
of the Open Singles semi-finals. 

12.35 Film: Thirteen Days. (2000) 2.50 

This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk 
and the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.35 The Undriveables. (R) 2.05 
Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 3.05 Doc 
Martin. (R) 4.05 Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 
5.05 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.15 ITV News; Weather. 5.30 
You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 Senior 
Moments. (R) 

6.30 Planet’s Got Talent. Highlights 
from the global Got Talent 
franchise, including a Michael 
Jackson-themed diabolo juggler, a 
farmyard animal impressionist 
and a moped stuntwoman. 

7.00 Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. A 
sales assistant, a senior manager 
of a tanning salon chain, a 
children’s singing tutor, a mother 
and a student impersonate 
famous singers as they vie for a 
place in the final. 

8.05 Take Me Out. Sales consultant 
Lewis from Glasgow, strongman 
Archie from Wiltshire, toy 
designer Adam from Cornwall and 
model Scott from London vie for 
the attentions of 30 single women, 
intent on capturing their interest 
and securing a date. However, first 
they must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. Host Paddy 
McGuinness monitors their 
progress and reviews the dating 
action from last week’s couples on 
the Isle of Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. New 
series. The host is joined by Take 
That, Kingsman: The Secret 
Service stars Colin Firth and Taron 
Egerton, actress Caroline Ouentin 
and comedienne Katherine Ryan. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Bridget Jones: The Edge of 
Reason. (2004) Comedy sequel, 
starring Renee Zellweger, Colin 
Firth and Hugh Grant. 

12.30 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.35 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.00 
Snowdon Race 2014. 7.55 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 The King of Dueens. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.25 Speed with Guy 
Martin. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Cheltenham and 
Doncaster. 4.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.00 The Simpsons. (R) 5.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 

6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 The Restoration Man. A London 
couple have a dramatic vision for a 
wartime airfield control tower in 
the Highlands, but find the 
restoration of the 700 window 
panes swallows 40 per cent of 
their budget. (R) 

7.30 Guy Martin’s Spitfire. In May 

1940, a Mark 1 Spitfire was shot 
down and crash-landed on a 
beach in northern France, where it 
slowly sank into the sand. The 
wreckage was finally recovered in 
the 1980s and stored in France for 
more than 20 years. Guy Martin 
joins a two-year project to rebuild 
the aeroplane, revealing the 
engineering and skills involved, 
and providing a fitting homage to 
the bravery of everyone involved 
in its service. (R) 

9.00 Film: Holocaust: Night Will Fall. 

(2014) Premiere. In 1945, the 
Ministry of Information’s Sidney 
Bernstein was commissioned to 
make a documentary that would 
provide undeniable evidence of 
the Nazis’ crimes. He assembled a 
team of film-makers including 
Alfred Hitchcock to record the true 
horror of the concentration 
camps, but despite initial 
government support, the project 
was deemed too politically 
sensitive and never broadcast. 
Now, 70 years later, Bernstein’s 
film has been restored and 
completed by the Imperial War 
Museum, and this programme 
tells the story of its creation. 
Narrated by Helena Bonham 
Carter. 

10.20Film: Unstoppable. (2010) Tony 
Scott’s action thriller, with Denzel 
Washington and Chris Pine. 

12.10 Film: The Departed. (2006) 2.45 
Hollyoaks. (R) 5.00 SuperScrimpers: 
Winter Survival Tips. (R) 5.55 NFL: Rush 
Zone. 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 11.35 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.30 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.25 Film: Columbo: Death Hits the 
Jackpot. (1991) Detective drama, with 
Peter Falk and Rip Torn. 3.25 Film: 
Columbo: Murder Under Glass. (1978) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.00 
Film: Columbo: A Matter of Honour. 
(1976) Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 

6.25 Elvis by the Presleys. Tribute to 
Elvis Presley, featuring candid 
interviews with his ex-wife 
Priscilla and their daughter Lisa 
Marie, plus private photographs 
and home movies from the 
Presley archives, along with 
vintage performance material. The 
Presleys also offer personal 
insights into various aspects of 
Elvis’s life, including his tours, 
time in Hollywood and personal 
relationships. (R) 

8.05 Elvis-The 1968Comeback 
Special. The singer’s classic TV 
special, which saw him make a 
return to live performance after 
more than eight years away, with 
the show featuring an array of 
musical set-pieces, including a 
jam session with his old backing 
band and a mini-musical. Songs 
include Heartbreak Hotel, Hound 
Dog, All Shook Up, Jailhouse 
Rock, Don’t Be Cruel, Love Me 
Tender, Trouble, Can’t Help Falling 
in Love and Gospel Medley. (R) 
9.05 5 News Weekend. 

9.15 Celebrity Big Brother. Catching 
up with the celebrities as they 
react to Friday night’s eviction, 
revealing how the departure has 
affected the remaining contestants 
- and whether the outcome of the 
public vote has anyone else 
fearing for their place in the 
competition. 

10.15CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

New series. Julie discovers a 
bomb has been planted in her car, 
while DB gets a phone call 
demanding he confess to arresting 
the wrong man in a serial killer 
case. 

11.15 Law & Order. New series. Cyrus 
Lupo returns to New York after 
four years abroad, and he and 
Green investigate two suicides 
that seem to be linked. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 
5.40 Roarvthe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 8.00 Top 
Gear 9.00 Film: Eagle Eye (2008) 10.50 
Family Guy 1.55 Crims 2.25 Uncle 
BBC Four 

7.00 Serengeti: Unnatural Histories 8.00 
Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of 
Three Cities 9.00 Spiral 10.55 Only 
Yesterday: The Carpenters’ Story 11.55 
Duets at the BBC 12.55 Top of the Pops: 

1980 1.30 Sounds of the 70s 2: Art 
House Glam - Get in the Swing 2.00 
Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of 
Three Cities 3.00 Only Yesterday: The 
Carpenters’ Story 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

11.15 The Cube: Celebrity Special 12.15 
Film: Homeward Bound: The Incredible 
Journey (1993) 2.00 Funniest Ever 
You’ve Been Framed! 3.00 You’ve Been 
Framed! 4.35 Film: Nanny McPhee and 
the Big Bang (2010) 6.50 Film: Ocean’s 
Thirteen (2007) 9.20 Take Me Out-The 
Gossip 10.05 Film: I Am Legend (2007) 
12.00 Film: Couples Retreat (2009) 2.10 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 

2.35 Pixie Lott: The Hot Desk 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.55 Wycliffe 3.05 Film: Carry On Loving 
(1970) 4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 
Lewis 12.05 Wycliffe 1.10 Bomb Girls 
1.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

1.35 Africa Cup of Nations Highlights 

2.35 Film: Battle of the Bulge (1965) 

5.50 Storage Wars 6.45 Storage Wars: 
Texas 7.45 Film: Driven (2001) 10.00 
Africa Cup of Nations Highlights 11.00 
Film: 8 Mile (2002) 1.15 Film: South 
Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut (1999) 

2.35 Nitro Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.35 New Girl 12.30 Melissa & Joey 

1.30 How I Met Your Mother 2.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 3.30 Bad(ish) Robots 

4.30 Rude(ish) Tube 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 The 100 9.00 Film: Hot Tub 
Time Machine (2010) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 12.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 1.10 Don’t Trust the B**** in 
Apartment 23 2.10 The Cleveland Show 

3.15 One Tree Hill 4.00 Desperate 
Housewives 4.40 The Tomorrow People 
Film4 

11.00 Destination Gobi (1953) 1.00 The 
Three Musketeers (1993) 3.05 Carry On 
Up the Khyber (1968) 4.50 Only You 
(1994) 7.00 America’s Sweethearts 
(2001) 9.00 Hitman (2007) 10.50 In Fear 
(2013) 12.30 Scary Movie (2000) 2.10 
Basket Case 3 (1992) 3.55 Close 


Are you a 
member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(includingfire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

S' Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


lAKE MMIillMa YOUB 2015 
NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 


Improve 
health and 
wellbeing 


Grow and 
achieve 



Support my 
community 


Develop skills 
and boost career 
opportunities 


Make a 
difference 


0121 544 8326 

volunteer@volunteercentresandwell.co.uk 

wwwvolunteercentresandwell.org.uk 


HENLEY 
\FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 66 54 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury «' 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



( Friendly advise 
from a family run 
m business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WSIO 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 J 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /sUfe 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 



HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 

LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


WANTED 

CASH WAITING 
Any make model 
considered 

Tel: 07939 364189 
0121 609 4189 


COMPLETE KITCHENS 
AND BATHROOMS 


Quality Kitchens and Bathrooms, 
Designed, Supplied & Installed. 
Our service includes: 

Plumbing, Tiling, 

Electrics, Plastering, 

Decorating 
A COMPLETE service from initial 
design through to completion with many 
references available. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Discounts For Large Projects 


(SKi 


irge Projects 

586 or 07415 


787526 


Call: 0121 429 I 

Ask For Chris 

Further Details Available At: 
candnpropertysolutions.co.uk 


C&N Property Solutions 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 
West Bromwich for over 100 years Leasehold Reform Property 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 



BLINDS 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 
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CHOICE 



Zoe Wanamaker 


Mr Self ridge 
(ITV, 9pm) 

For newcomers, this 
returning drama is inspired by 
the life of charismatic 
American entrepreneur, 

Harry Gordon Selfridge and 
series three picks up in 
1919, just after the end of the 
First World War. There’s no 
shortage of familiar faces 
joining the cast, including 
Zoe Wanamaker (My 
Family) as Russian Princess 
Marie de Bolotoff; Rosalie 
Selfridge is played by Kara 
Tointon (EastEnders) and 
Kara’s sister, Hannah, 
plays her rebellious sibling, 
Violette. In the first of the new 
run, the shadow of war is 
brightened by a wedding as 
Harry’s eldest daughter, 
Rosalie, ties the knot 
with Princess Marie’s 
handsome son Serge (Leon 
Ockenden). 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day: 

FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
MarrShow. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Match of the Day Live. Bristol City v West 
Ham United (Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.05 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.35 Songs 
of Praise. 5.10 Nature’s Boldest Thieves. 
6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Countryfile. The team is in the 
Highlands of Scotland, following 
in the footsteps of Robert Burns. 
John Craven is at the Falls of 
Foyers on the banks of Loch Ness, 
finding out about the poet’s 
Highland tour and how the area is 
such a stronghold for the elusive 
red squirrel. He also visits 
Killiecrankie, where he meets a 
fiddle player inspired by a 
contemporary of Burns. Ellie 
Harrison speaks to photographers 
and poets who take inspiration 
from the landscape, and heads 
into the Cairngorms, where she 
learns to drive a pony and 
carriage. Plus, Tom Heap 
investigates the problem of food 
poisoning from chickens. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. A few 
mysterious goings-on in the shop 
convince Granville the place is 
haunted by Arkwright, and a 
surprise visitor from the past gets 
the entire street talking. Last in the 
series. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Barbara treats a 
first-time mother, but the birth 
does not go according to plan. 
Sister Julienne worries about 
Nonnatus House’s financial 
problems, and a new nurse 
arrives. 

9.00 Last Tango in Halifax. Caroline 
receives a worrying phone call to 
say the police have baby Flora and 
her nanny Holly is in the cells. 
Gillian is angry when Gary offers 
to pay for her wedding. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Mark Chapman 
presents action from the latest 
fourth-round matches. 

11.30 The Apprentice USA. Surviving 
candidates Meat Loaf, Marlee 
Matlin, Dionne Warwick and 
others are tasked with creating an 
advert for a new videophone. 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.15 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
8.00 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The Football 
League Show. (R) 10.00 FA Cup Rewind: 
Fourth-Round Classics. 11.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 12.30 James Martin’s 
Food Map of Britain. (R) 12.45 Film: The 
Long and the Short and the Tall. (1960) 
Second World War drama, starring 
Laurence Harvey. 2.30 Live International 
Bowls. The World Indoor 
Championships. 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 Film: Real Steel. (2011) 

Premiere. In the future, boxing 
matches between eight-foot 
robots are one of the world’s 
biggest sporting draws. A 
washed-up human prizefighter 
finds an abandoned android and 
sets about restoring it to become a 
potential champion, a project that 
reunites him with his estranged 
11 -year-old son. Sci-fi drama, 
starring Hugh Jackman, Dakota 
Goyo and Evangeline Lilly. Edited 
for daytime broadcast. 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard Hammond and 
James May are in Russia as the 
motoring magazine returns, taking 
part in a race across the urban 
landscape of St Petersburg. 

James defends the honour of the 
car in a very small Renault, 

Richard tries to prove that 
pedalling is faster by riding a 
bicycle, while Jeremy attempts to 
demonstrate that water is the 
quickest way across town by 
piloting a hovercraft. To make 
matters more complicated, all 
three presenters are racing not 
only one another but also the Stig, 
who is making his way toward the 
finish line by public transport. 

Plus, the new Lamborghini 
Huracan is put through its paces 
and a celebrity takes to the test 
track for Star in a Reasonably 
Priced Car. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. The business ideas 
contest returns after a mid-series 
break, with Kelly Hoppen, Piers 
Linney, Peter Jones, Deborah 
Meaden and Duncan Bannatyne 
evaluating more pitches. 

10.00 Film: Shadow Dancer. (2012) 
Premiere. Thriller, starring Andrea 
Riseborough, Clive Owen and 
Gillian Anderson. 

11.35 Billionaire’s Paradise: Inside 
Necker Island. (R) 

12.35 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.30 
Holby City. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: 
Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.35 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. (R) 1.35 
Catchphrase. (R) 2.20 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 4.15 Film: The Man with 
the Golden Gun. (1974) 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Get Your Act Together. Actor Nigel 
Havers, 1980s pop star Sinitta, TV 
presenter Gaby Roslin, comedian 
Rufus Hound and rapper Chip are 
paired with leading variety acts to 
compete for a place in the final. 

8.15 All Star Family Fortunes. New 
series. Hairy Biker Dave Myers 
and Coronation Street’s Jack P 
Shepherd team up with their 
families in an attempt to win a 
jackpot of £30,000 for charity. 
Vernon Kay hosts. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. New series. Harry is 
grief-stricken as the family gathers 
for Rose’s funeral, but nine 
months later and the Selfridges 
are in high spirits at Rosalie’s 
wedding to a Russian aviator. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Churchill: 100 Days That Saved 
Britain. Drama-documentary 
drawing on letters, diaries 

and the testimony of Winston 
Churchill’s personal physician to 
depict his triumphant first 
three months as prime minister in 
1940. 

11.20 The Undriveables. A woman who 
hates going above 30mph tries to 
get up to speed, while a man with 
spatial awareness issues struggles 
to get a feel of the width of his car. 
(R) 

11.50 The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to 
take on ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize. 

(R) 

12.45 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.10 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night 
Feast. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

1.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

3.30 Film: Maid in Manhattan. (2002) 
Romantic comedy, with Jennifer Lopez. 

5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 
Mike and Louan McGrane have 
long dreamt of moving to the 
Caribbean and have chosen the 
idyllic Cayman Islands as the 
perfect place for a relocation in 
five years’ time. With a budget of 
£250,000, Jonnie Irwin sets about 
showing them five properties that 
fit the bill. 

7.00 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. Phil 
Spencer seeks buyers for two 
shabby semis in the north of 
England. Former cabbie Allan 
wants to move out of his family 
home of 33 years in Gosforth, 
Newcastle, while Dawn and Daz 
are surprised their house in 
Ripponden, West Yorkshire, is 
having trouble selling, until the 
property expert points out their 
bare walls, dodgy doors, dark 
decor and rather risque artworks. 
8.00 The Hotel. Mark decides to bring 
Torquay’s Gay Pride to the 
Cavendish, hoping the event will 
be highly profitable, but to 
guarantee a big crowd he needs to 
book a headlining celebrity. 

9.00 Walking the Nile. Reaching his 
final country, Egypt, Levison’s 
journey takes him through 
strongholds for the Muslim 
Brotherhood opposition group, 
where security must be tightened. 
Last in the series. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown. Team captains Sean 
Lock and Jon Richardson are 
joined by Reginald D Hunter and 
Aisling Bea, while Holly Walsh is in 
Dictionary Corner with Susie Dent. 
Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

11.05 Film: Evil Dead. (2013) Premiere. 
Horror remake, with Jane Levy. 

12.55 The Last Leg. (R) 1.50 Film: Joe 
Somebody. (2001) 3.30 Kirstie’s Best of 
Both Worlds. (R) 4.25 River Cottage 
Bites. (R) 4.35 SuperScrimpers. (R) 

5.05 SuperScrimpers 2013 Resolutions. 
(R) 5.30 Face the Clock. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.40 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 

7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 Bert and 
Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 8.25 
Wanda and the Alien. 8.30 Milkshake! 
Bop Box. (R) 8.40 Zack and Quack. (R) 

8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. 

(R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
(R) 10.35 Access. (R) 10.50 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 11.45 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 12.45 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 1.40 
Film: Dudley Do-Right. (1999) Comedy, 
starring Brendan Fraser. 3.20 Film: 
Cheaper By the Dozen 2. (2005) Comedy 
sequel, starring Steve Martin. 5.05 Film: 
Zookeeper. (2011) Comedy, starring 
Kevin James. 

7.00 Film: Bulletproof Monk. (2003) A 
mysterious Tibetan monk is 
entrusted with protecting an 
ancient and mystical scroll. As 
modern-day Nazis seek out the 
relic in a bid to resurrect the Third 
Reich, the monk searches for a 
suitable successor to take over his 
task - and a pickpocket is the 
unlikely choice. Martial arts 
thriller, starring Chow Yun-Fat, 
Seann William Scott, Jaime King, 
Victoria Smurfitand Karel Roden. 
Edited for violence. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 
and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Film: The Darkest Hour. (2011) 
Premiere. Two software 
entrepreneurs on a business trip 
to Moscow get caught up in an 
invasion by a race of invisible 
aliens. Sci-fi horror, with Emile 
Hirsch and Olivia Thirlby. 

11.45 Cats Do the Funniest Things. 
Compilation of internet videos, 
including cats playing musical 
instruments, dressed in costumes 
and riding on vacuum cleaners. 
Narrated by lain Lee, with 
commentary by Susan Caiman. 

12.45 Car Crash TV. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Storage: Flog the Lot! 
(R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It 
Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.30 
The Voice UK 9.00 Backchat with Jack 
Whitehall and His Dad 9.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Family Guy 
10.45 Crims 11.15 Family Guy 12.05 
Backchat with Jack Whitehall and His Dad 

12.35 Russell Howard’s Good News 1.05 
Bangkok Airport 2.00 Crims 2.30 Sweat 
the Small Stuff 3.00 Bangkok Airport 
BBC Four 

7.00 Shoah: First Era 11.25 Sound of 
Song 12.25 Elvis: That’s All Right 60 
Years On 1.25 The Beatles’ Please Please 
Me - Remaking a Classic 2.20 The Heart 
of Country: How Nashville Became Music 
City USA 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Take Me Out 1.00 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 1.45 Film: Homeward Bound 
II: Lost in San Francisco (1996) 3.35 
Film: E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial (1982) 

5.50 Film: Along Came Polly (2004) 

7.35 Film: The Mummy (1999) 10.00 
Film: The Hangover (2009) 12.05 Film: 
The Invention of Lying (2009) 2.00 Life’s 
Funniest Moments 2.25 Teleshopping 

5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

1.50 Film: The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 3.45 Rosemary & 

Thyme 4.45 Inspector Morse 7.00 Lewis 
9.00 Les Dawson: An Audience With That 
Never Was 10.00 Northern Lights 11.05 
Lewis 1.05 The Casebook of Sherlock 
Holmes 2.05 Judge Judy 2.45 
Countrywise 3.40 Emmerdale 

ITV4 

I. 15 Counting Cars 2.10 Pawn Stars 

4.30 Africa Cup of Nations Highlights 

5.30 Africa Cup of Nations Live. 8.30 
Pawn Stars 9.00 Film: The Day of the 
Jackal (1973) 11.55 River Monsters: 
Untold Stories 1.00 Hell on Wheels 1.55 
The Cycle Show 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 Melissa & 
Joey 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 5.30 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.00 Marry Me 6.30 
The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: A 
Knight’s Tale (2001) 10.35 The 
Inbetweeners 11.45 Rude Tube 12.50 
The Cleveland Show 1.50 Rules of 
Engagement 2.40 One Tree Hill 3.20 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 Laughter in Paradise (1951) 1.00 
Mirror Mirror (2012) 3.05 The Golden 
Child (1986) 4.55 Holy Man (1998) 7.15 
The Simpsons Movie (2007) 9.00 Safe 
House (2012)11.15 Aguirre, the Wrath 
of God (1972) 1.10 Undefeated (2011) 
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•Ticket with a face value of £55.70 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Please call the promotions team on 


01 524 37500 quote won 

or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 


at Birmingham LG Arena 

Take That fans have shown a great deal of Patience, but 

Thatters'eyes will Shine when they hear that the band who 
could probably RuleThe World has just announced their first 
UK tour as a trio, after four years away. Jason and Robbie will 
be missing, but Gary, Mark and Howard will be there to sing 
you A Million Love Songs on your Greatest Day of the year! 
Could It Be Magic at an Arena near you? Just Pray for a terrific 
night out, and hope they're Back For Good.The wait is over. 
Happy Now? 

Evening excursions 

Monday 11 & Saturday 16 May 2015 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd, ABTA Y590X. Subject to availability. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 


FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 




























FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Mrs Miniver, BBC2, 3.05pm 

A British housewife’s settled existence is thrown into 
upheaval by the outbreak of the Second World War, as 
her husband and eldest son are called up and her small 
town is devastated by bombing. She spiritedly tries to 
make the best of things, looking after local children, 
watching over her youngest son’s love life and capturing 
an enemy airman. Drama based on Jan Struther’s 
book, starring an Oscar-winning Greer Garson, with 
Walter Pidgeon. (1942) 

TUESDAY 

The Wooden Horse, BBC2,3.35pm 

British PoWs in a German camp try to escape their 
captors by taking up gymnastics, and using a vaulting 
horse to conceal the tunnel they are digging. However, 
even if they manage to escape the camp, the journey to 
neutral territory will not be an easy one. Fact-based 
Second World War drama, starring Leo Genn, David 
Tomlinson, Anthony Steel and David Greene. (1950) 



WEDNESDAY 
he Mexican, BBC1,12am 

A petty crook finds himself in a tricky situation when he 
tries to smuggle an antique gun from Mexico into 
America for his Mob boss. Comedy thriller directed by 
Gore Verbinski, with Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts, James 
Gandolfini, Gene Hackman and JK Simmons. (2001) 

THURSDAY 

Return from the River Kwai, BBC2,3.40pm 

An American pilot is shot down over Japanese-occupied 
Thailand. He joins a unit of guerrillas in the hope of 
escaping - but they end up battling to rescue a troop of 
starving Allied PoWs. Second World War drama sequel, 
starring Chris Penn, Edward Fox, Denholm Elliott, 
George Takei, Timothy Bottoms and Tatsuya Nakadai. 
(1988) 

FRIDAY 

Shaun of the Dead, ITV, 10.40pm 

An unambitious 29-year-old man trapped in the job from 
hell and recently dumped decides to get his life back on 
track. Unfortunately, he has to put his plans on hold 
when zombies rise from their graves and stalk the 
streets of London’s suburbs to feast on the living. 
Comedy horror, starring Simon Pegg, Nick Frost, Kate 
Ashfield, Dylan Moran, Lucy Davis, Bill Nighy and 
Penelope Wilton. (2004) 


Dominic and the team 
are righting the wrongs 


D ominic Littlewood is not a man 
to be messed with. Okay, 
sometimes his accent is so thick 
it sounds like he’s speaking in a 
foreign tongue, but when it comes to 
catching out shifty builders, rogue 
traders and conmen tricksters, he 
certainly knows what he’s doing. 

It’s a sad fact that there are too 
many instances in this country of folk 
being ripped off by people using 
forgery and fraud, although the silver 
lining is that surely it has to be a 
considerable amount fewer than 15 
years ago - when Dominic first got 
into the television industry. 

In this new series for ITV, Dominic is 
doing what he does best - confronting 
bad builders, meeting the people 
whose lives have been ruined by 
dodgy contractors, and, with the help 
of builder Chris Payne and designer 
Pippa Jameson, fixing up their homes 
and making them liveable again. 

“Bad Builders Bang to Rights is a 
series where I investigate consumer 
complaints about bad tradesmen,” 
Dominic explains. “It’s not just about 
builders, it can be anyone involved in 
the industry, who is relied upon to sort 
out problems in your home. 


“When we start getting complaints 
about a particular person or company, 
then I start doing some investigation 

If we find they are doing things 
badly and they are not really showing 
respect to people, we gather evidence 
and then we write to them. 

We normally write to them on quite 
a few occasions and ask them to give 
us their opinion on what’s been going 
on as obviously it’s only fair to give 
them a right to reply and there might 
be a justifiable reason to why they 
have done what they’ve done.” 

But as confident as Dominic can be, 
he admits that it can be a nerve- 
racking situation. 

When confronting these dodgy 
builders, he says: “You never know 
what’s going to happen in that 
scenario. They could get violent, they 
could get threatening, they could run, 
argue, they could ignore you, spit at 
you, punch you - you never know 
what’s going to happen. 

“But for me because I know so 
much about them I really want to 
challenge them on behalf of the 
victims and other members of the 
public.” 


In this first programme, Dominic and 
the team come to the aid of pensioner 
Betty Hall and her son Trevor, whose 
house resembles a building site. 

Betty was widowed seven years 
ago, at a similar time when son Trevor 
was going through a divorce, so they 
decided to move in together. 

They settled on a ramshackle old 
house in Walberton, West Sussex, 
and employed a local building firm to 
help with fixing it up. 

However, almost a year after work 
on their dream home started - after 
months of delays and having paid 
substantially more than the contract 
price - work ground to a halt, forcing 
Betty and Trevor to sack the builders - 
but they had to spend another 
£20,000 simply to make the house 
liveable. But Dominic finds them living 
in terrible conditions, with no central 
heating or a fully functioning kitchen, 
with incomplete bedrooms and 
bathrooms. 

As Pippa and Chris set about 
getting neighbours and friends 
involved in transforming the house in 
two weeks, can Dominic get answers 
from the builders responsible? 



Bad Builders - Bang to Rights, Tuesday, ITV, 8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Broadchurch 
ITV, 9pm 

Last week, Hardy faced a race against time as Ellie 
discovered a startling new piece of evidence, 
forcing them to reassess their suspicions. Now, as 
the acclaimed mystery drama reaches the halfway 
point, Miller is struggling to control her sister Lucy 
amid family tensions, Alec must confront his 
demons, and Mark Latimer has to make a decision. 
Viewers can expect many more twists and turns as 
the story builds toward a dramatic conclusion. 

David Tennant and Olivia Colman star. 

Catastrophe 
Channel 4,10pm 

First episodes of sitcoms rarely go down well with 
audiences - Fawlty Towers received an 
extraordinary amount of criticism when it first aired, 
and yet is now regarded as a classic. So it’s unusual 
for one to hit the ground running - which is why 
Sharon Horgan and Rob Delaney deserve plenty of 
plaudits after last week’s great opening edition. It 
introduced us to the characters they’ve both created 
and play who are, funnily enough, called Sharon 
and Rob. Well, at least they won’t get confused. This 
time around, pregnant Sharon is trying hard to get to 
grips with the idea of Rob living with her - and her 
crother Fergal isn’t exactly helping the situation. 


TUESDAY 

Touched by Auschwitz 
BBC2, 9pm 

Feature-length documentary marking the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of the concentration 
camp by Red Army troops. Laurence Rees travels 
to Jerusalem, Chicago, London, Bavaria, Krakow 
and Tel Aviv to talk to six survivors, along with their 
friends and families, who discuss the problems, 
challenges and triumphs they have experienced 
since the end of the Second World War. Among 
those interviewed are Tadeusz, who became a 
doctor but still had to fight persecution by 
communists in Poland, and Hermann, who went 
on to become a successful antiques dealer in 
Bavaria, but still suffers from recurring 
nightmares. 

Paul O’Grady’s Animal Orphans 
ITV, 9pm 

The comedian and animal lover continues 
on his mission to help hand-rear animals 
orphaned in the wild across South Africa, 

Namibia and Zambia, and this week he gets 
a welcome blast from the past. Viewers may 
recall last year’s first series, which saw Paul 
help adorable elephant calf Nkala. Well, 
during tonight’s instalment of his latest trip, he’s 
reunited with his old friend. 


WEDNESDAY 
Midsomer Murders 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. Return of the long-running mystery 
drama, starring Neil Dudgeon and Gwilym Lee. At 
the Luxton Deeping Crime Festival, the unveiling of 
a newly discovered novel by deceased Midsomer 
crime writer George Summersbee is 
r 'V jeopardised when the manuscript is stolen 
M and local artist Suzie Colebrooke is 
I electrocuted by a booby-trapped roulette 
wheel. Can new father Barnaby untangle a 
k web of jealousy and find the killer? 

Wolf Hall 
BBC2, 9pm 

Anne Boleyn summons 
Cromwell, anxious to know 
whether she has an ally in him, 
and he witnesses her venting 
her frustrations on her ladies-in¬ 
waiting. The king starts to take 
notice of Cromwell and comes to 
rely on the lawyer’s advice, but 
then news arrives from York that 
Cardinal Wolsey has been 
arrested by Harry Percy, a 
vengeful act for denying his 

betrothal to Anne. 



Midsomer Murders, Wednesday, ITV, 8pm 


THURSDAY 
Eat Well for Less 
BBC1,8pm 

New series. MasterChef judge Gregg Wallace and 
greengrocer Chris Bavin set out to help families 
with their food shopping, showing them simple and 
effective ways to save money on their current bill. 
First up are the Booths from Lancashire. Mum 
Jenny claims to be cautious at the supermarket, 
always looking out for the best deals, but dad 
Howerd’s impulse buys mean they always end up 
paying more than they should. Now they want to 
save £40 a week so they can build a home 
extension. 

FRIDAY 

The Musketeers 
BBC1,9pm 

The king sends the swordsmen to talk to prophet 
Emilie of Duras, who is raising an army to march 
on Spain as a result of visions she claims to have 
received from God. It’s clear she and her followers 
pose a danger, and as anti-Spanish riots begin, 
Aramis is chosen to return to her camp and 
discredit the woman - before she pushes France 
into an ill-timed war with its neighbouring country. 
Meanwhile, Rochefort continues to clash with 
Ambassador Perales, and resorts to blackmail and 
murder to resolve the problem. 
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FOR SALE 


Freehold Former Fire Station 

With potential for alternative uses or any redevelopment 
subject to obtaining any necessary planning permission. 
Gross Site Area 0.23 Acres (0.09 Hectares) or thereabouts 


Mace Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands 



FOR SALE 


Freehold Former Social Club 

With potential for alternative uses or any redevelopment 
subject to obtaining any necessary planning permission. 


• Gross Site Area 0.69 Acres (0.28 Hectares) or thereabouts 


n Road, Whitacre Heath, Coleshill 


Colmore Row, Birmingham : 0121 237 4850 


Also at Summer Row, Birmingham, Stratford upon Avon, 
Henley in Arden, London, Loughborough and Southampton 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 



GUARANTEED 3* & 4* HOTELS 
ARE USED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT 


HOLIDAYS FROM 2 -10 DAYS 

Huge choices 

Large number of varied excursions included. 

Single person Holidays 
Competitively priced 

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 

• Luxury coaches with tables and extra leg room 

• Wash room facilities • Friendly and courteous staff 

• Door to door pick ups and many free pick ups available. 

LOCAL COMPANY BASED IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 


14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen 
Opening Times 9.00am-4.30pm Monday-Saturday 

www.bowensholidays.com 
Telephone: 0121 559 1237 


THE PERFECT ANTIDOTE 
TO THE JANUARY BLUES! 
MARY CHASE'S 

PULITZER PRIZE WINNING COMEDY 



Maureen Lipman is Desmond Barrit is Ingrid Oliver is David Bamber is 
VetaDowd Judge Omar Gaffney Myrtle Mae Simmons William RChumley 


ujprn 6-21 FEBRUARY 

k l \ L. r 0121 236 4455 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

- _ birmingham-rep.co.uk 
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BRAIN GYM No.309 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


A 

2 

T 

3 

c 

N 

W 

6 

P 

7 

F 

8 

R 

9 

M 

10 

K 

ii 

S 

12 

V 

13 

o 

14 

15 

Y 

16 

J 

17 

B 

18 

E 

19 

Q 

20 

X 

21 

L 

22 

D 

23 

H 

24 

G 

25 

z 

26 

u 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

s 

13 

26 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Nowhere near be¬ 
ing unapproachable 
( 6 ) 

4. Fits and starts (6) 

9. A seat not in sun 
provided in a mo¬ 
ment (13) 

10. One would feel put 
out to be treated so 
(7) 


Down 

1. Was abusive, yet 
guarded? (6) 

2. Sent the application 
off too late to get 
the appointment? 
(6,3,4) 

3. It’s drunk to a saint 
(5) 

5. Fine kick on the 
football field (7) 

6. The ultimate in intel- 



Sudoku 





6 


5 


1 



5 

1 

2 

3 


7 



6 


8 





2 

3 

9 



4 



2 





4 


2 


3 
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3 



6 



4 


2 





1 


5 



7 


5 

9 

8 




4 


7 
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11. Leaps into indiscre¬ 

ligence (4-5,4) 

7. She won’t be the 


tion (5) 

Quick Clues: 


12. Support the em¬ 

only child in the 

Across 

Down 

ployees (5) 

14. Written in a lofty 

pedantic style (5) 

18. Free from fault (5) 

19. Assimilates sum¬ 
maries (7) 

21. A refreshing move¬ 
ment in the air (7,6) 

ward (6) 

8. Room could easily 
become dusty (5) 

13. His fancies rarely 
last(7) 

15. Domestic storm 

centre (3-3) 

16. Present day maxim 

(5) 

1. Ecstasy (6) 

4. Harvested (6) 

9. Refilling (13) 

10. Stupid (7) 

11. Necessarily (5) 

12. Collier (5) 

14. Deserve (5) 

18. Cook (5) 

1. Lethargic (6) 

2. Enlargement (13) 

3. Coffer (5) 

5. Add to (7) 

6. Forethought (13) 

7. Hate (6) 

8. Flinch (5) 

13. Give right to (7) 

22. Pete gets round it, 

17. Rising, like foreign 

19. Atrocious act (7) 

15. Emergency (6) 

being small (6) 

currency (6) 

21. Sparkling (13) 

16. Shed feathers (5) 

23. Stays to give per¬ 

20. Film actress in the 

22. Vocalist (6) 

17. Alliance (6) 

sonal support (6) 

dress circle (5) 

23. Dive (6) 

20. Track (5) 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Pitch and toss; 7 Towns; 8 
Alone; 9 Tot; 10 Sleep well; 11 Errata; 12 Detain; 

15 Entertain; 17 Eli; 18 Attic; 19 Knelt; 21 Red 
letter day. Down: 1 Polythene bag; 2 How; 3 
Nested; 4 Trample on; 5 Score; 6 Well on his 
way; 7 Tutor; 10 Satirical; 13 Agent; 14 Packet; 

16 Tithe; 20 Eve. QUICK - Across: 1 Circum¬ 
stance; 7 Tenor; 8 Robin; 9 Eye; 10 Emergence; 
11 Putrid; 12 Stress; 15 Unsettled; 17 Tin; 18 
Union; 19 Glory; 21 Invertebrate. Down: 1 
Contemptuous; 2 Urn; 3 Street; 4 Abrogated; 5 
Cabin; 6 Unreasonable; 7 Treat; 10 Existence; 

13 Entry; 14 Plight; 16 Scion; 20 Orb. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which member of Mrs Thatcher’s 
cabinet was a former airline pilot? 

2. Which tree’s Latin name is Juglans 
regia? 

3. Who plays Woody Allen’s wife in 
Manhattan Murder Mystery? 

4. How do we know the rich vitamin B 
source Saccharomyces cerevisiae? 

5. Which organisation was founded by 
Chad Varah in 1953? 


6. By what name is the Fairs Cup now 
known? 

7. What are studied by palaeontologists? 

8. Which martial art uses bamboo replicas 
of samurai swords? 

9. Which Scotland Yard detective led the 
hunt for Ronnie Biggs? 

10. Which US state’s capital is Springfield? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Starling; 2 Harry S Truman; 3 
Harold Pinter; 4 Tours; 5 Elizabeth I; 6 
Thrush; 7 Man Ray; 8 Topography; 9 Derek 
Lewis; 10 Sir Matt Busby. 

Niner: MONASTERY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

159 gives a bird, 

67284 gives another bird, 

1235 gives an animal. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 






For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


















































































































PROPERTY si 


Four-bedroomed semi is ideal 
for commuter belt near to city 



Ehgwqdd 

Residential Auction House 
of the Year 2014 


Next Auction Coming Soon 



Contact us for a free no obligation appraisal 



THIS four-bedroomed 
semi-detached house 
in Forest Road, Oldbury 
is deceptively spacious 
and ideally positioned for 
commuting, having easy 
access to the M5. 

It is for sale through Bair- 
stow Eves at £269,950. 

With off road parking via a 
full width front driveway and a 
garage, it has gas central heat¬ 
ing, majority double glazing, 
an attractive extended kitchen 
with white high gloss units, 
contrasting wood-effect working 


surfaces and splash-back tiling, 
an entrance hallway, a through 
lounge with a front bay window 
and a feature brick fireplace and 
sliding patio doors to a large con¬ 
servatory overlooking the garden 
which has space for both a sitting 
and dining area and French doors 
out to the rear garden, a utility/ 
second kitchen with wood-effect 
units, contrasting working sur¬ 
faces, downstairs shower room, 
a family bathroom with a white 
suite including a corner bath. 

For further information con¬ 
tact Bairstow Eves on 0121 
4220090 or visit the site www. 
hair sto weves .co.uk 


and advice about selling by Auction 


Contact us for a free no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & 1 ho Couth 


T: 0121 233 5046 1 

Pi~§ 1 

Black Country & The North 

/ST 1 

T: 07830 375 823 ^^jj|g||||§|^Q^ 


W: cpbigwood.com ^ 0 * @CPBigwood 





Wolverhampton Office 


POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT SITE 


PENN ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON 

Gross Site Area 1.74 acres 

Suitable for a range of uses, subject to planning 

Access via Penn Road (A449) 

Predominantly residential surroundings 

We are acting in the sale of the above property and have received 

an offer of £230,000. 

Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing 
with lull details of any conditions on purchase (i.e subject to 
funding, planning etc) to the selling agent by February 15th 2015. 



Wolverhampton Office 



Wolverhampton Office 


NEACHELLS LANE, WEDNESFIELD 

• Rear Site- vehicle repair workshop approx. 5,095 sqft 
(43.4 sqm) with ample parking areas. 

• Benefits from four roller shutter doors, 4.8 m eaves and 
gas fired warm air heating. 

• Excellent location-close to A454/A4124 and M6 
motorway Jet 10. 

Rent: £25,000 Per annum exclusive 


BILBR00KR0AD, BILBR00K 

• ProminentS versatile retail/office premises - total floor area 
2,354 sqft (218.7 sqm) 

• Located amongst a mix of retailers including Tesco Express, 
Lloyds pharmacy and Barclays bank in close proximity 

• On road parking to the front with potential for rear parking 
area to be created. 

• Freehold with vacant possession 

• EPC-TBC 

Guide price: £320,000. 



Wolverhampton Office 


THE BOOT FACTORY, WOLVERHAMPTON 

• A mix of contemporary workspaces: exhibition/gallery 
space, studios and offices 

• Within an historic 19th Century building refurbished to 
an excellent standard 

• Located in an up and coming part of the City Centre 

• Close proximity to the Royal Metro Tram Stop and the 
main bus and railway stations 

• Versatile suites available from 775 sqft (72 sqm) 
upwards available 

• EPC: to be confirmed 


INDUSTRIAL (WITH CRANEAGE) 



Wolverhampton Office 


SH0WELL ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON 

• 2,906sqft (269.97 sqm) - 20,442 sqft 
(1,899 sqm) available 

• Units Available Individually 

• Close to A449 Stafford Road/ Established Industrial 
Estate 

• Unit 1 - Under offer-7,688 sqft (714.3 sqm) 

• Rent-POA 

• EPC - Unit 1 - C57 Units 4, 5, 7 & 16-E105 

Rent: P0A 



Wolverhampton Office 


Wolverhampton Office 


INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 


ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON 

• Two Industrial units and one trade counter premises 
located in a well-established commercial area 

• Fully let to Bunzl UK Limited Total income £74,000 per 
annum exclusive (NIY 7%) 

• Prominently located fronting Spring Road - excellently 
located 


UNITS 3 &7 FALLINGS PARK 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WOLVERHAMPTON 

• 2 versatile trade counter/workshop units -1,167 sqft 
(108.4 sqm) & 1,677 sqft (155.8 sqm) 

• Benefiting from electric roller shutter door, 3 phase 
electricity, offices with front forecourt parking. 

• Ideally located close to main A460, A449 
and Junctions 1 & 2 of M54 

• IEPC-TBC 

Rent: £6,500 pae & £7,750 pae 




Wolverhampton Office 


RETAIL/OFFICES 


CROSS STREET, WILLENHALL 

• Spacious ground floor retail unit approx. 1,605 sqft 
(149.12 sqm) 

• Potential to convert upper floors to residential (STP) 

• Recent circa £100,000 improvement works completed 
via Heritage Trust grant. 

• Ground floor retail unit £20,000per annum exclusive 

Guide Price £325,000 


SHREWSBURY 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


Tel: Ol 743 243900 I Tel: 01952 210222 I Tel: 01902 421216 

www.tsrsu rveyors.co. u k 


BULLEYS 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


bulitya tia 


TO LET 

bulleys.co.uk/beldray 

UNIT 10 

BELDRAY INDUSTRIAL PARK 
BILSTON, WV14 7NH 


Minimum eaves height 4.93m. 
Concrete surfaced yard area. 
Car parking. 


01902 713333 


TO LET 

bulleys.co.uk/pattisonhouse 

PATTISON HOUSE, MIDLAND 
ROAD, WALSALL, WS1 3TX 

4,005 - 20,080 sq ft 

On Site Parking 

Open plan office accommodation 
Close proximity to Walsall town 

J/A Vail Williams 


01902 713333 

TO LET 

bulleys.co.uk/lyebc 

LYE BUSINESS CENTRE 
LYE, DY9 8QH 

595 - 601 sq ft 

Lye centre within 1 mile 
Imediate occupation 
M5 & M6 within 7 miles 
Units available separately or 
combined 


0121 544 2121 


TO LET 

bulleys.co.uk/richmond 

UNIT 3 RICHMOND STREET 
SOUTH, WEST BROMWICH 
B70 ODG 

sq ft (306 sq m) plus 
additional mezzanine storage 
sq ft (52 sq m) 

Junction 1 of M5 approximately 
3 miles. 

Fronting A41 Black Country 
New Road. 

7 car parking spaces available. 

0121 544 2121 




TO LET 

bulleys.co.uk/elementcourt 

ELEMENT COURT,HILTON 
CROSS BUSINESS PARK, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV10 7QZ 
1,780 sqft 

Parking available 

Direct access from the A460 

Cannock road onto the M45 

External Shutters 

Self Contained Office buildings 

J/AJLL 


01902 713333 

TO LET 

bulleys.co.uk/planetary 

PLANETARY INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, WEDNESFIELD, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV13 3SS 
5,620 - 8,603 sq ft 

M6 J10 4.2 Miles &M54J1 
4.4 Miles 

Established business location 
Extensive local amenities 
Eaves height min 4.8m 
On site security provisions 
J/A Harris Lamb 
01902 713333 


TO LET SUITES AVAILABLE 

bulleys.co.uk/derwenthouse 

DERWENT HOUSE, 

42-46 WATERLOO ROAD, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV1 4XB 
100- 11,982 sqft 

Variety of suite sizes may be 
created 

On site car parking 
Wolverhampton City Centre 
location 


01902 713333 


TO LET (MAY SELL) 

bulleys.co.uk/quartz 

QUARTZ HOUSE, PENDEFORD 
BUSINESS PARK, 

WOBASTON ROAD, WV9 5HA 


Approx 1.5 miles from junction 
2 of M54 

42 Car parking spaces (1:184 


01902 713333 



01902 713333 

Also at Telford & Oldbury View more at bulleys.co.uk 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 

Halesowen Bearwood Brierley Hill Aso a Stourbridge 

0121 550 3978 0121 434 4345 01384 265265 Scdslcy .it I Kmnswinford 



SMETHWICK, Jacmar Crescent 


Spacious, considerably improved 3 bed traditional style semi 
detached, conveniently situated, having gas radiator heating, 
double glazing, comprising Porch, entrance hall, delightful 
spacious lounge, study, super re-fitted kitchen opening to dining 
area/sun room, downstairs shower room, 3 bedrooms, additional 
shower room, rear garden. EPC tbc. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers around £189,950 


OLDBURY, Hill Top Road 

A spacious, delightfully presented 3 bed traditional style semi 
detached, conveniently situated, requiring internal inspection, 
having gas radiator heating, double glazing, comprising Porch, 
welcoming hall, delightful lounge, super re-fitted breakfast 
kitchen, sun room, downstairs shower room, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, pleasant rear garden and DOUBLE GARAGE at the rear. 
EPC D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £177,000 


HARB0RNE, H 

Well presented, thoughtfully improved, spacious 2 bed 
end terraced property set within this popular, sought after 
neighbourhood, most convenient for local shopping facilities, 
having gas radiator heating, double glazing and comprising 
:- Delightful lounge, spacious breakfast kitchen, useful cellar, 2 
good sized bedrooms (master with walk in shower off), bathroom 
and pleasant good sized rear garden. MUST BE VIEWED EPC E. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE 

Offers in the Region Of £169,999 


4SA 




EDGBAST0N, Portland Road 

SPACIOUS, DELIGHTFULLY PRESENTED, DOUBLE BEDROOMED 
first floor flat with pleasant outlook to the rear, situated within 
this popular neighbourhood,CONVENIENT FOR BIRMINGHAM 
CITY CENTRE, having gas radiator heating, approached via a 
communal Entrance/Stairs/Landing and comprising :- Spacious 
Lounge/Dining area, inner hall, super re-fitted kitchen (with 
integrated appliances), Double bedroom, and re-fitted shower 
room. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 



HARB0RNE, BantockWay 


An opportunity to acquire a deceptively spacious, 3 bed 
intermediate family home conveniently situated within 
reasonable walking distance of Q.E HOSPITAL, having double 
glazing and briefly comprising :- Entrance vestibule, delightful 
through lounge, spacious dining kitchen, rear hall, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, separate w.c and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING 
ESSENTIAL. EPC C. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £124,950 


Offers in the Region Of £169,950 



OLDBURY, Wolverhampton Road 

A rare opportunity to acquire an EXTREMELY SPACIOUS, delightfully presented 6 BEDROOMED DETACHED residence 
in this POPULAR LOCATION, truly requiring internal inspection, having gas radiator heating, majority double 
glazing, comprising Welcoming hall, downstairs w.c, delightful spacious through lounge (folding doors to), sitting 
room, additional lounge/hobby room, dining room, fitted breakfast kitchen (with integral oven/hob, fridge and 
dishwasher), opening through to spacious sitting area, utility, 6 bedrooms (BEDS 1 AND 2 BOTH HAVING SHOWER 
ROOM EN-SUITE), re-fitted house bathroom, garage/useful store, and pleasant, good sized rear garden. EPC D. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE 

OFFERS AROUND £495,000 


SMETHWICK, Clifton Road 


A well presented, spacious, 3 bed mid terraced property 
conveniently situated, requiring internal inspection, having 
gas radiator heating, double glazing and briefly comprising 
:- Attractive dining room, delightful lounge, fitted kitchen 
(with oven/hob), super downstairs bathroom, 3 bedrooms, and 
pleasant, low maintenance rear garden, EPC E. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE. 


SMETHWICK, Hamilton Road 


A deceptively spacious, well proportioned 3 bed end terraced 
property occupying a pleasant position within this popular 
neighbourhood, convenient for Bearwood Town Centre, having 
double glazing, majority gas radiator heating and comprising 
:- Entrance vestibule, lounge, breakfast kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, and pleasant rear garden with outside w.c. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC E. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £109,950 


SMETHWICK, Milton Court, Sandon Road 


A spacious double bedroomed flat, pleasantly situated within 
this RETIREMENT COMPLEX, most convenient for Bearwood Town 
Centre, approached via a communal entrance and comprising :- 
Entrance hall, spacious lounge, kitchen, double bedroom, shower 
room, communal garden, communal parking area, NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC C. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


WAS £114,950 NOW £109,950 


Offers around £59,950 


www.taylors-estatea gents.co. uk 
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START YOUR PROPERTY SEARCH 
WITH SKITTS THIS YEAR! 

Properties available throughout the Black Country! 

Call us nowon 0121 5202255 (option 2) 


Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands Si Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 



Tipton 

Harper Grove 


• Four bed semi 
•GCH& DG 

• Lounge with juliet 
balcony 


• Fully fitted kitchen 

• Downstairs WC 
•Garage 

• Rear garden 



EPC: B 


' EZOI 

^ 1 if 41B 

n 
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Tipton 


Wednesbury 


Tipton 

Hill Street 


Durham Road 


St Marks Road 

•Three bed detached home 


•Three bed semi 


•Second floor flat 

•Fitted kitchen diner 


•Double glazing and GCH 


•Three bedrooms 

•Double glazing 


•Fitted kitchen 


•Bathroom with shower over 

•Gas central heating (where 


•Bathroom with shower 


•Communal gardens 

specified) 


•Generous forecourt parking 


•Gas centrally heating 

•Downstairs cloakroom 


•Private garden 


•Unfurnished 

£650pcm 


£550pcm 


£525pcm 


Wednesbury 

Booth Road 

•Two bed semi 

•Fitted kitchen with appliances 
•Double glazed 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Off road parking 
•Rear garden 


Tipton 

Lissimore Drive 

•Two bed apartment 
•GCH and DG 
•Fitted kitchen with appliances 
•Bathroom with shower 
•Allocated car parking 
•Available immediately 


Tipton 

Ferguson Drive 

•Two bed first floor apartment 
•Popular local development 
•Double glazed 

•Separate dining kitchen with 
appliances 

•Bathroom with shower 



I II 


m 


| TENANTS! | 

£ 180 * 


Tipton 

Ferguson Drive 

•One bed apartment 
•Unfurnished 
•Fully fitted kitchen 
•Allocated parking 
•Bathroom with bath/shower 
facilities 


[ 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option!!) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 
bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 
homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option 2) 


rj, rightmove.co.uk'J 

1 Follow us on 1 

ILJ Twitter | 

MM 

API A 

m 

Find us on 

Facebookl 
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We Value Your Home 


TIPTON OAK CLOSE 

• One bedroom first floor 

• Lounge 


TIPTON TURTON ROAD 

• Large end terraced house ir 

• 3 double bedrooms 


• Double glazing [where specified) 

» Communal parking 

* Communal gardens 
» Garage 

OFFERS AROUND: £61,950 


TIPTON JONAH DRIVE 

• Beautifully presented and improved apartment 

• 2 bedrooms, master fitted 

• Large, airy living room / dining area 

• Kitchen with appliances 


£ 

L'jiii * 


• Double glazing and central heating 

• Off road parking 

• Large rear garden 

• Close to amenities 

OFFERS AROUND: £99,950 


TIPTON NEWELLS DRIVE 

• 2 bedroom end town house 

• Head of cul-de-sac location 

• Vacant possession 

• Condensing boiler and double glazing 


•A 

% 


• Bathroom with shower 

• Ideally located adjacent to Great Bridge 

• Perfect location for motorway network / amenities 

• Excellent first purchase or investment property 

OFFERS AROUND: £87,500 


» Kitchen with appliances 
» Superb re-fitted bathroom with shower 
» Ample parking and enclosed private garden 
» Ideal first time purchase 

OFFERS AROUND: £105,950 


SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 

Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

greatbridge@skitts.net 

0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 

□ 1384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts. net 

□ 1922 478104 

bilston@skitts.net 

01902 353578 

sedgley@skitts. net 

□ 1902 686868 

wednesbury@skitts. net 

□ 121 505 1818 

wednesfield@skitts. net 

□ 1902 732324 

willenhall@skitts. net 

□ 1902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts. net 

□ 121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts. net 

□ 1902 788188 

lettings@skitts. net 

□ 121 520 2255 

surveyors@skitts. net 

□ 121 520 2255 


■WM- 



NETHERTON bratch close 

• Semi detached house on popular development • Double glazing and central heating 

• 3 bedrooms • Vacant possession 

• Nearby historical mining activity (report available) • Quiet head of cul-de-sac location 

• Lounge and dining kitchen • Landscaped gardens and garage 

OFFERS AROUND: £139,950 





TIPTON WATERY LANE 

• Canalside location in small c 

• Detached home with three ( 

bedrooms 

• Large rear lounge 



* Kitchen with appliances 

• Double glazing and central heating 

* Vacant possession 

• Opposite Victoria Park, close to all amenities 

OFFERS AROUND: £139,950 


m i 


TIPTON BEVERSTON ROAD 

• Three bedroom semi detached 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen diner and utility 
ies • Conservatory 


• Central heating and double glazing [where 

specified) 

• Upstairs family bathroom 

• Off road parking 

OFFERS AROUND: £149,950 


irar 


TIPTON FAR HIGH DRIVE 

• Superbly presented show home conditioi 

family home 

• 4 well proportioned bedrooms, 3 fitted 

• Double size en suite 




TIPTON MOSELEY STREET 

• Spacious town house 

• 3 excellent bedrooms 

• Through lounge/dining room 

• Double glazing and central heatin 


TIPTON WENYON c 

• Modern Three Bed Semi [ 

• Through Lounge & Diner 

• Kitchen 

• Upstairs Family Bathroon 


N 


• 2 reception rooms 

• Conservatory 

• Beautifully appointed kitchen with range of 

appliances 

OFFERS AROUND: £234,950 


w 


• Popular, quiet locatic 
» Vacant possession 

• Nice family home 


OFFERS AROUND: £89,950 


$ jX | 


• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Detached Garage to the Side 

• Dff Road Parking For Several Vehicles 

• Double Glazing S. Gas Fired Central Heating 

OFFERS AROUND: £124,995 


BE SEEN IN 2015!! 




MAKE SURE YOUR PROPERTY STANDS OUT. 

Our backlit LED state of the art property 
promotion display, guarantees maximum exposure! 

FOR A PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL QUALITY SERVICE. 

Call us today on 0121 520 2255 

We require new instructions of all property types. 




* H'l 


TIPTON ANCHOR DRIVE 

• Mid terrace town house 

• Three bedrooms 

• Kitchen/diner 


• Utility room 

• Study/third bedroom 

• En-suite to master 

• Family bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: £134,995 



TO 


TIPTON SUTTON CRESCENT 

• One bedroom ground floor apartment 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Utility room 



TIPTON WATTS CLOSE 

• Semi detached property 

• Two bedrooms 


| 


TIPTON PEPPERBOX DRIVE 

• Modern Four Bed Detached Family Hor 

• Lounge 


OFFERS AROUND: £62,000 


V 


• Ground floor shower room 

• Garage and driveway 

• Front & rear gardens 

• No upward chain 

OFFERS AROUND: £109,995 


w 



• Utility Area 

• Downstairs WC 

• En-Suite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

OFFERS 


AROUND: £219,950 


feu* 

TIPTON WELLINGTON ROAD 

• Mid terrace house 

• Three bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• Dining roomhttp://es.starpropertynet.co.uk/pnet/ 

OFFERS AROUND: £79,995 





A A 


TIPTON GREENSILL AVENUE 

• Three bedroom semi detached house 

• Lounge 

• Dining kitchen 

• Front and rear gardens 

OFFERS AROUND: £104,995 


TIPTON ST VINCENTS CRESCENT 


OFFERS AROUND: £119,950 


TIPTON WILLIAM BARROWS WAY 

• A four bedroom end terraced property 

• Lounge 

• Dining kitchen 

• Downstairs w/c 

OFFERS AROUND: 149,995 


OLDBURY THE LENCHES 

• Detached home 

• Four bedrooms 

• Lounge & dining room 

• Breakfast kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: £179,500 


TIPTON GREAT MEADOW 

• Modern four bed detached family home 

• Lounge 

• Dining room 

• Second lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: £244,950 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


oulsnam 




0121 4299986 





Vince Street. Smethwick 


w 


Gillot Road, Edgbaston 


Springslade, Harborne 


Offers in the region of £199,950 


Pargeter Road, Bearwood 


Pitcairn Road, Smethwick 


Abbey Road, Bearwood 


• Much Improved Link Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Attractive Modern Kitchen 

• No Upward Chain 

• EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £204,950 


* Modern Semi Detached 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Downstairs WC 

. Off Road Parking 

* EP Rating C 


Offers in the region of £174,950 


Sell 


Successfully in 7 


m » mmlf four prr^Dvoy kn 7 mhi 






• Most Attractive Mid Terrace • Close To Warley Woods 

• Three Bedrooms • Period Features 

• Two Reception Rooms • EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £154,950 


Offers in the region of £164,950 




• Traditional Semi Detached • Ground Floor WC 

• Three Bedrooms • No Upward Chain 

• Two Reception Rooms • EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


Offers of £62,000 for 40% Share 


• Modern Mid Terrece Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• En Suite Shower Room 
. EP Rating B 

Offers in the region of £178,000 




Traditional Terrace Property 
Three Bedrooms 
No Upward Chain 
EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £99,950 




• Well Presented Modern Semi 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Bathroom & Shower Room 
. EP Rating C 

Offers in the region of £159,950 




Merrivale Road, Bearwood 


Mariner Avenue, Edgbaston 


> Charismatic, Traditional Terrace 

> Two Double Bedrooms 

> Bay Fronted Through Lounge 

> Attractive Kitchen 

> Separate Utility Area 

> EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £127,500 


Stylish Ground Floor Apartment 
Close To Edgbaston Reservoir 
One Double Bedroom 
Breakfast Kitchen 
No Upward Chain 
EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £89,950 


Park Road, Bearwood 


* Well Presented Traditional Terrace 

► Three Bedrooms 

> Modern Style Kitchen 


Period Features 
No Upward Chain 
EP Rating E 

Offers in the Region of £169,950 


SOLD 


Sold uA(m.i to tunnel 


tenant 


www.oulsnam.net 



fU^utrtwd By 


M RICS 


Ombudsman 


NAEA 


www.oulsnam.net 




























































Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury 

Most Impressive well Presented Traditional Style 
Extended Semi, Popular Location, Viewing Highly 
Recommended EPC - D 


i Fitted Kitchen With Oven & Hob 

< Two Bedrooms 

< Attractive Bathroom Suite 


ioom • Pleasant Rear Carden 

fers In The Region Of £109,950 


Traditional Style 


The Property 
Ombudsman 


APPROVED CODE 


BRAITHWAITES 

Residential Sales • Lettings • Property Management 


Zoopfci 


> tj 

Birch Road, Oldbury 

, ie Opportunity To Acquire This Charming Spacious Twc 
Bedroomed Detached Bungalow. Most Popular Residential 
I Location, In Need Of Some Updating. No Chain EPC - TBA 
I • Gas Central Heating • Two Double Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing (where specified) • Bathroom 

• Spacious Lounge, Fitted Kitchen • Good Sized Rear Carden 

• Double Glazed Conservatory • Rear Concrete Garage 

Offers In The Region Of £195,000 


Jjf 


Perry Hill Road, Oldbury 


Holly Road, Oldbury 

Traditional Style Three Bedroomed Semi, Popular 
Residential Location, In Need Of Some Modernisation. 
Offering No Upward Chain. EPC - TBC 

• Gas Central Heating • Bathroom 

I Double Glazing • Rear & Side Gardens, Garage, Off Road Parking 

• Lounge, Dining Area • Potential To Extend Subject To Planning 

• Kitchen.Three Bedrooms Permission 

Offers In The Region Of £159,950 


ii _•« Jilt 


• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• Spacious Lounge 


. jmi, Catchment Ai__ 

Schools. EPC - C 

• Kitchen, Utility Room With W/C 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Gardens, Off Road Parking 


l nine Room • Gardens, Off Road Parking & Rear Cara 

| Offers In The Region Of £189,995 


Stanley Road, Oldbury 

Well Presented Traditional Style Three Bedroomed 
Extended Semi, Easy Access To Local Amenities, Good 
Local Schools, No Upward Chain. EPC - E 

• Gas Central Heating Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms, Attic/Loft Room 

• Two Reception Rooms • Bathroom, Separate WC 

• Extended Dining Area • Garage/Store Room With Driveway 

• Extended Kitchen With Breakfast Area • No Upward Chain Involved 

Offers In The Region Of £189,950 


Clent Road, Handsworth 

Unique Opportunity To Acquire This Spacious Traditional 
Style End Terrace, Substantial Corner Plot Position With 
Potential To Extend (subject to planning permission). EPC - D 

• Gas Central Heating • Three Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Double Glazing • Gardens To Front & Rear 

• Two Reception Rooms • Garage, Off Road Parking 

• Fitted Kitchen, • NO UPWARD CHAIN INVOLVED 

Offers In The Region Of £140,000 


Cumberland Road, Oldbury 

Most Impressive & Thoughtfully Reburbished End 
Terrace, In Excellent Order Throughout, Quiet Cul-De- 


• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• Spacious Through Lounge/ 


Wyton Avenue, Oldbury 

Superbly Appointed Modern Style Detached, In 
Excellent Order Throughout, Offering No Upward Chain, 
Internal Inspection Highly Recommended. EPC - D 

• Gas Central Heating * Double Glazed Conservatory 

• Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge, Separate Dining Room • En-Suite Shower Room, Family Bathroom 

• Fitted Kitchen, Downstairs W/C • Gardens, Garage With Driveway 

Offers In The Region Of £215,000 


Holly Road, Oldbury 

Superbly Appointed Impressive Traditional Style Semi, 
Easy Access To Good Local Schools & Local Amenities. 
Viewing Absolutely Essential. EPC - D 

• Gas Central Heating Double Glazing • Three Good Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Dining Room • Bathroom 

• Fitted Kitchen With Appliances • Gardens, Garage & Driveway 

• Downstairs W/C • No Upward Chain Involved 

Offers In the Region of £187,500 


Aldridge Close, Oldbury 

Superbly Appointed Two Bedroomed Detached 
Bungalow, Popular Residential Cul-De-Sac Location, In 
Excellent Order Throughout. Viewing Essential. EPC - D 

• Gas Central Heating • Double Glazed Conservatory 

• Double Glazing • Two Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Spacious Lounge • Pleasant And Well Tended Cardens 

• Fitted Kitchen With Oven & Hob • Garage With Block Paved Driveway 

Offers In The Region Of £185,000 


• Gas Central Heating • Double Glazed Conservatory 

• Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms 

• Spacious Through Lounge/Dining Area # Two Bathrooms 

• Extended Kitchen • Gardens, Garage With Driveway 

“ rers In The Region Of £205,000 


Castle Road West, Oldbury 

Charming Well Presented Extended Traditional Style 
Detached) Walking Distance To All Local Amenities & 
Good Local Schools, Viewing Recommend 

* Gas Central Heating • Three Bedrooms 

* Double Glazing • Bathroom 

Lounge, Fitted Kitchen • Brick Built Gym/Play Room/Office 


• Extended Sitting Room • Gardens & Driveway 

Offers In The Region Of £184,950 


Birch Walk, Oldbui 


ry 

Deceptively Spacious Modern Style Semi, Most Popular 
Residential Cul-De-Sac, No Upward Chain. EPC - TBC 


• Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing 

• Spacious Lounge 
Separate Dining Room 


• Downstairs W/C & Shower Cubicle 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Bathroom, Separate W/C 


• Fitted Kitchen, Utility Rooni • Workshop, Carport, Block Paved Driveway I 

Offers In The Region Of £164,995 | 


PUUU 


Pumphouse Way, Oldbury 

:ious Modern End Terrace, situated within walking 
distance to Local Amenities, Local Schools and easy 
access to M5/M6 Motorways. EPC-C 

• Gas Central Heating • Downstairs W.C. 

• Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge • Bathroom 

I • Fitted Kitchen • Driveway and Rear Carden 

I Offers In The Region Of £134,950 


Leslie Rise, Tividale 

Well Presented & Deceptively Spacious Extended Semi, 
Cul-De-Sac Location, Ideal First Time Purchase, NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC - D 

• Gas Central Heating • Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing • Bathroom 

• Spacious Through Lounge/Dining Area • Gardens To Front & Rear 

• Extended Kitchen • Viewing Essential 

Offers In The Region of £124,950 


Norman Road, Smethwick 

Impressive Well Presented Traditional Style Semi, 
Conveniently Situated For Local Amenities & Good 
Local Schools. EPC - D 
i Cas Central Heating • Downstairs W/C 

i Double Glazing • Three Good Bedrooms 

• Charming Lounge • Bathroom 

• Fitted Dining Kitchen • Cardens & Off Road Parking 

Offers In The Region Of £120,000 


Oldacre Road, Oldbury 

Well Presented Traditional Style Terrace, walking 
Distance To Good Local Schools, Easy Access To Local 
Amenities, Ideal First Time Purchase. EPC - C 

• Cas Central Heating • Three Good Sized 

• Double Glazing Bedrooms 

• Lounge • Bathroom, Separate W/C 

• Fitted Dining Kitchen • Front & Rear Gardens 

Offers In The Region Of £105,000 


Dibble Road, Smethwick 

Tastefully Modernised Spacious Traditional Style 
Terrace, Easy Access To Smethwick High Street, NO 
UPWARD CHAIN EPC - D 

• Recently Re-Roofed • Re-Fitted Kitchen 

• Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing • Re-Fitted Downstairs Shower Room 

• Spacious Lounge • Three Double Bedrooms 

“ Separate Dinine Room • Excellent First Time Purchase 

Offers In The Region Of £100,000 


Ashwood Close, Oldbury 

Superbly Appointed Extremely Spacious Modern Style L 
Third Floor Apartment, In Excellent Order Throughout, I 
Viewing Highly Recommended. EPC - C 

• Electric Heating • Two Good Sized Bedrooms | 

• Double Glazing • Plus Large Dressing Area 

• Lounge/Dining Area • Bathroom 

• Fitted Kitchen • Allocated Parking Space 

Offers In The Region Of £95,950 


145 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B68 OLU Telephone: 0121 421 1180 Fax: 0121 421 7071 
www.braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk • Email: enquiries@braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk 


The Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands. DY6 7PP 
www.progresspoint.co.uk 


Warenou! ndustri Units 


from 1,500 sq.ft 


[139 sq.m] 






Wide range of sizes available 
24 Hour Estate CCTV Security 
Ample Free Parking 


01384 400123 


wnifw.lcpproperties.co.uk 



















































Lettings by 



00121 532 2700 

O. www.lettingsbyapex.co.uk 
Q info@lettingsbyapex.co.uk 


Rnda 

Propertycom 

f rightmove POlA 

tv. iK* 



DPS 

Zoopl 



7 Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 6EU 
email: enquiry.support@apexproperties.co.uk 


t: 0121 532 2700 































connells.co.uk 


Thinking of Selling? 

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal 

Connells 


Bearwood 122 Poplar Rd Bearwood B66 4AP ■ Oldbury 70/76 Birmingham Street Birmingham B69 4EB 



Brisbane Road 



A mid terraced property in a popular 
residential location, having gas central 
heating and double glazing where 
specified and comprising: lounge, open 
plan dining room/kitchen, downstairs 
bathroom, three bedrooms, gardens to 
rear. EPC: D 


Central Park Drive 
Hockley £200,000 



A spacious mid townhouse in a popular 
location, having gas central heating 


and double glazing where specified and 
comprising: entrance hall, cloakroom, 
study, lounge, kitchen, utility, four bed¬ 
rooms, two separate toilets, first floor 
lounge, en-suite and bathroom. EPC: C 


Harvest Road 

Smethwick £135,000 



A well maintained end terraced property 
having gas central heating and double 
glazing where specified and comprising: 
entrance hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom, 
parking to front and gardens to rear. 
EPC: E 


Brewers Square 
Birmingham £178,000 



A modern three storey mid-townhouse 
property with gas central heating and 
double glazing where specified and 
comprising: entrance hall, lounge, 
kitchen, three bedrooms, master en- 
suite, family bathroom, off-road parking 
and garden to rear. EPC: B 


EPC Rating C - A SIX BEDROOMED 
modern detached property briefly 
comprising of hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, ground floor w.c, bathroom, 
garage, off road parking and rear gar¬ 
den. Double glazing and central heat¬ 
ing where specified. •NO UPWARD 
CHAIN* 


EPC Rating Awaited - **NO UPWARD 
CHAIN** A significantly extended 
detached family home offering extensive 
accommodation comprising of entrance 
porch, entrance hall, lounge, sitting 
room, fitted kitchen with integrated ap¬ 
pliances, utility / conservatory, four first 
floor bedrooms, family bathroom, drive- 
way, garage, spacious rear garden. 


Swan Crescent 

Oldbury £144,950 



EPC RATING D - A very well presented 
EXTENDED three bedroomed semi 


detached family home in POPULAR 
RESIDENTIAL LOCATION with accom¬ 
modation comprising of through lounge 
/ diner, extended kitchen/diner, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, off road parking 
and rear brick built outbuilding. 


Wolverhampton Road 
Oldbury £130,00C 



EPC RATING E - A three bedroom semi 
detached property comprising of two 
reception rooms, kitchen, bathroom, 
rear garden and off road parking. 
Double glazing and central heating 
where specified. 




Fountain Road 

NOW £312,500 WAS £317,500 


Barrett Street 

NOW £185,000 WAS £189,950 


An impressive three storey Victorian 
semi detached property, having gas 
central heating and double glazing where 
specified and comprising: entrance 
porch, entrance hall, lounge, second 
iounge, dining area, breakfast room, 
kitchen, cloakroom, six bedrooms, 
jDathroomjaaMnc^anc^iardei^^PC^^ 


A modern three storey end town house 
having gas central heating and double 
glazing where specified and comprising: 
entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
cloakroom, three bedrooms, bathroom, 
master bedroom with en-suite, gardens 
anch^aijDaddnc^^PC^^^^^^^^^^ 


An impressive end terrace property 
occupying a corner plot, having gas 
central heating and double glazing where 
specified and comprising: entrance hall, 
lounge, dining room, kitchen, store room, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, gardens and 
of^cac^Darkinc^^PC^^^^^^^^^ 


A spacious mid terraced property 
having gas central heating and double 
glazing where specified and comprising: 
lounge, dining room, kitchen, downstairs 
bathroom, two bedrooms with additional 
bedroom leading off bedroom two and 
gardens to rear. No upward chain. EPC: 


Arden Road Bristnall Hall Crescent 

Smethwick £119,950 Oldbury £119,950 



EPC RATING E - *NO UPWARD 
CHAIN* A traditional three bedroom 
semi detached property comprising of 


EPC RATING AWAITED - A three bed¬ 
room mid terraced with two reception 
rooms, kitchen, downstairs bathroom, 
first floor w.c and rear garden. Double 
glazing and central heating where 
specified. 


two reception rooms, kitchen, guest 
w.c and family bathroom. Double glaz- 
ing and central heating where specified. 


Trafalgar Road 
Smethwick £115,000 



EPC RATING E - An extensive family 
semi detached home with detached 
garage. ^VIEWING IS HIGHLY REC¬ 
OMMENDED TO APPRECIATE THE 
SIZE OF ACCOMMODATION ON 
OFFER* 


Flash Road 

Oldbury £109,95C 



EPC RATING C - A modern well pre¬ 
sented two bedroom first floor apart¬ 
ment LOCATED CLOSE TO OLDBURY 
TOWN CENTRE comprising of secured 
allocated parking, open plan lounge / 
kitchen, bathroom, double glazing and 
central heating where specified. *NO 
UPWARD CHAIN* 




Lilac Grove Lichfield Street 

£135,000 Wednesbury £125,000 Tipton 


Barlow Road 
Wednesbury 


£115,000 






VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED to appre¬ 
ciate this well presented and much im¬ 
proved three bedroom semi-detached 
comprising of, porch entrance, lounge, 
fitted kitchen, sun room, first floor bath¬ 
room, enclosed rear garden, drive-way 
providing ample off road parking. EPC 
Rating E. 


BENEFITING FROM NO UPWARD 
CHAIN, situated in a cul-de-sac location 
on the Golf Links estate this two bed¬ 
room semi-detached property briefly 
comprising of, uPVC double glazing and 
gas central heating (as specified) en¬ 
trance hall, lounge, conservatory, fitted 
kitchen, first floor bathroom, front and 
rear gardens. EPC Rating D. 


EARLY INSPECTION ADVISED to 
appreciate this immaculately presented 
three bedroom mid-terrace property 
briefly comprising of lounge, dining 
area, fitted kitchen, first floor bathroom, 
low maintenance enclosed rear garden, 
drive-way providing off road parking. 
EPC Rating D. 


Wednesbury 22 Springhead Wednesbury WS10 9AD 


Galton Road 
NOW 


Greenfield Road 

NOW £125.000 WAS £129,950 


£90,000 


Mallard Drive 
£94,950 Oldbury 


£45,00C 



Mushroom Hall Road 
Oldbury £104,950 



EPC RATING D - A well presented three 
bedroom mid terraced property within a 
CUL-DE-SAC location and comprising 
of spacious lounge, kitchen/diner, mod¬ 
ern family bathroom, off road parking 
and rear garden. Double glazing and 
part central heating where specified. 


EPC RATING C - An ideal FIRST TIME 
PURCHASE or INVESTMENT OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY. An extended three bedroom 
terraced property in need of general 
decoration throughout and comprising 
of through lounge, extra reception 
room that has been extended, down¬ 
stairs shower room, kitchen and family 
bathroom. 


EPC RATING E - **NO UPWARD 
CHAIN*• A one bedroom ground flooi 
flat with an allocated parking space 
and communal gardens, close to local 
amenities and main bus routes into the 
City Centre and surrounding areas. 
VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 


West Bromwich 3 Astle Park West Bromwich B70 8NS 




PUBLIC NOTICE 


A well maintained 2 bedroom first 
floor apartment within a cul-de-sac 
location offering canal views, allocated 
parking, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom, double glazing, electric 
heating (where specified),*•• NO 
UPWARD CHAIN *** EPC RATING C 


Andrew Road West Bromwich 

West Bromwich £150,000 _ £109,50C 


offering lounge/diner, fitted kitchen, 
family bathroom, double glazing, central 
heating (where specified),off road park- 
ing. EPC RATING E 


PUBLIC NOTICE: Connells are now in receipt 
of an offer for the sum of £109,000 for 10 
Graham Road, West Bromwich, B71 4ED. 
Anyone wishing to place an offer on this property 
should contact Connells 3 Astle Park, B70 8NS. 
Telephone No 0121 525 1177. before exchange 
of contracts. EPC RATING E 


Tame Crossing 
Wednesbury £180,000 



A modern style four bedroom de¬ 


tached property benefiting from, uPVC 
double glazing and gas central heating 
(as specified) lounge, dining room, 
fitted breakfast kitchen, utility, master 
bedroom with en-suite, enclosed rear 
garden, garage and drive-way. EPC 
rating C. 



25 Wrenbury Drive, Bilston, West Midlands 
WV14 7BS. We are acting in the sale of the 
above property and have received an offer of 
£129,950 on the above property. EPC Rating C. 
Any interested parties must submit any higher 
offers in writing to the selling agent before 
exchange of contracts takes place. Connells, 

22 Spring Head, Wednesbury, WS10 9AD Tel 
0121 556 2338. 


Newells Drive 

Tipton £114,950 



A modern style three bedroom semi-de¬ 
tached property situated in a cul-de-sac 
location briefly comprising of, porch, 
lounge, kitchen/diner, bathroom, central 
heating and double glazing (as speci¬ 
fied) off road parking to the front and 
side. EPC rating TBA. 


Cobham Road 

Wednesbury £82,950 



An ideal first time buyer or potential 
investment opportunity this three 
bedroom mid-terrace property benefits 
from, entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, 
ground floor family bathroom, double 
glazing and central heating (as speci¬ 
fied). NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 
Rating C. 


Hydes Road Hampshire Road 

West Bromwich £137,151 West Bromwich £100,000 



Wheatley Street 

NOW £91,200 WAS £96,000 


A beautiful 3 bedroom traditional semi 
detached property near to the Stone 
Cross area of West Bromwich and 
offering through lounge, extended 
kitchen, family bathroom, double glaz¬ 
ing, central heating (where specified), 
off road parking and garage. EPC 
RATING E 


A deceptively spacious two bedroom 
property ideal for first time buyers and 
in a convenient location for commuting 
to West Bromwich and Wednesbury 
town centres. The property comprises: 
entrance hall, through lounge/diner, 
kitchen, two good sized bedrooms, wet 
room, good sized rear garden, off road 
parking and gas central heating. EPC 


A 2 bedroom end terrace property, briefly 
comprising of central heating, double 
glazing, lounge, kitchen/dining area, 
front and rear garden, off road parking. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC RATING C 


Witton Lane 

West Bromwich £114,66C 



• •OPEN HOUSE 11 AM-1 PM ON SAT¬ 


URDAY 31 ST JANUARY. CONTACT 
CONNELLS FOR DETAILS**A well 
presented traditional 2 bedroom semi 
detached property with a modern feel, 
located in the Hill Top area of West 
Bromwich, offering lounge, kitchen/ 
diner, conservatory, double glazing, 
central heating (where specified), rear 



Owen Street 
£74,950 Wednesbury 


Brunswick Park Road Holyhead Road Wood Lane Beaconview Road Westbourne Road Borwick Avenue 

£69,950 Wednesbury £85,000 Wednesbury £59,950 West Bromwich £121,500 West Bromwich £55,000 NOW £113,952 was £i 19,95 0 West Bromwich £49,995 



BENEFITING FROM NO UPWARD 
CHAIN This three bedroom mid-terrace 


An opportunity to purchase a two bed¬ 
room first floor coach house comprising 
of, double glazing (as specified) lounge, 
en-suite, further bathroom, kitchen, gar- property briefly comprising of, through 
age and allocated parking space. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN potential investment 
opportunity or first time buyer purchase. 

EPC Rating D. 


A traditional two bedroom mid-terrace 
property benefits from, two reception 
rooms, kitchen, utility area, bathroom, 


lounge, timber frame sun room, kitchen, 
first floor bathroom, drive-way, enclosed stairs to loft area No u P ward chain - 
garden. EPC Rating D. 


A one bedroom ground floor apartment 
close to Wednesbury town centre 
comprises of, one bedroom, kitchen, 
bathroom, lounge, double glazing and 
electric heating (as specified) allocated 
parking space. NO UPWARD CHAIN. 
EPC rating C. 


A 3 bedroom semi detached property 
close to West Bromwich town centre 
and metro station, offering lounge, 
kitchen/diner,laundry room, bathroom 
and separate WC, part double glazing, 
central heating (where specified) and 
NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC RATING D 


• •• NO UPWARD CHAIN ••• A well 
presented and well maintained 1 bed¬ 
room ground floor maisonette located 
in the Charlemont area of West Brom¬ 
wich,offering lounge,kitchen,shower 
room,communal gardens, central heat¬ 
ing (where specified), double glazing. 
EPC RATING C 


Well located mid terrace property 
conveniently situated for local transport 
and road links, 3 bedrooms, lounge 
with separate dining room, central 
heating and double glazing (where 
specified),kitchen, bathroom, rear 
^ardenjTmjgwar^hair^P^RARN^^ 


A well maintained 1 bedroom first floor 


flat in a Cul-de-Sac location, offering 
double glazing, fitted kitchen, spacious 
lounge, shower room, NO UPWARD 


CHAIN. EPC RATING E 


0121 

420 3611 

bearwood@connells.co.uk 

| 0121 552 2671 

oldbury@connells.co.uk 


0121 

556 2338 

wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

| 0121 5251177 

westbromwich@connells.co.uk 

iK29 ^ a 
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0121 420 4646 



Traditional value a, 
modern t ecnnic^nea 



3,316 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON 


|First floor one bedroomed flat 
Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
Centrally heated 
Communal gardens 
Ideal for FTBs or investors 
ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £92,750 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


6 JOHNSONS GROVE, OLDBURY 


•Quiet cul-de-sac location 

|Link detached bungalow 

•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 

•Gas centrally heated 

|Off-street parking 

• Fully tiled shower room & separate cloakroom 

• Lounge, refitted kitchen & conservatory 
•Two/three bedrooms 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £199,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



373 TITFORD ROAD, OLDBURY 


• First floor flat 
•Good motorway links 

• Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
•PVC double glazed throughout 
•Storage heaters throughout 

•Two bedrooms & bathroom 
•Open plan lounge/kitchen 
•Allocated parking 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : B 

OFFERS BASED ON £92,500 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


252 MONTAGUE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Modern semi-detached property 
•Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
|Gas centrally heated 
IPVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Spacious lounge/dining room and kitchen 
le rear 

0 ON £159,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



32 BRANDHALL COURT, OLDBURY 


•Well presented ground floor flat 

•PVC double glazed and well heated 

•Gated development 

•Superb through lounge/dining room 

•Two bedrooms 

•Refitted kitchen and bathroom 

•Garage and communal gardens 

•FULL INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE APPRECIATED 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £84,950 


Viewing: Bearwood Office 


Derek Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 

AUCTION 


~~~ 83%SUCCESS RATE ~~~ 

Our December 2014 auction produced an 85% success rate, 
maintaining the excellent results we have achieved since our 
first collective sale in 1976. 


Do you need an immediate exchange of contracts, early 
completion and the best open market price? 


AUCTION 

SHOULD BE YOUR ANSWER 


Contact Derek Spires or Steven Baker 
on 0121420 4646 



95 WALTON ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Close to the main Wolverhampton Road 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Spacious lounge 
•Open plan kitchen/dining room 
•Gardens to front and rear 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £109,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


97 DUFTON ROAD, QUINTON 


|Freehold semi-detached corner residence 
|Gas centrally heated 
|Three bedrooms 

|Lounge, kitchen and fully tiled bathroom 
|ln need of cosmetic improvement 
IENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £84,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 




174 LIGHTWOODS HILL, WARLEY 


|Stunning outlook facing Warley Woods 

• Extended freehold semi-detached 

•Gas centrally heated and mostly double glazed 
•4 bedrooms, two bathrooms and split level 
shower room 

•Two reception rooms and third reception room/ 
leisure room 

• Extended kitchen/breakfast room and utility 
•Gardens and off-street parking 

• PRIME LOCATION AND MUST BE VIEWED 

• ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £410,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


13 HIGHFIELD ROAD, SMETHWICK 


34 WILSON ROAD, OLDBURY 


• Prime location close to Warley Woods 

• Freehold semi-detached property 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Gas centrally heated 

•Three bedrooms & fully tiled bathroom 

• Lounge, conservatory, kitchen & small utility 
•Off-street parking for two cars 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


NEXT SALE 


MONDAY 9 th MARCH 2015 


SIMPLY A GREAT WAY TO SELL 



• Recently 
refurbished mid- 
terraced villa 
•Close to 
Smethwick High 
Street 

•Gas centrally 
heated & PVC 
double glazed 
•Three 
bedrooms 
•Two reception 
rooms and 
kitchen 
•Fully tiled 
refitted shower 
room 

• INTERNAL 
INSPECTION 


APPRECIATED 
•ENERGY 
RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


79 SABELL ROAD, SMETHWICK 



•Located close 
to Smethwick 
High Street 
•Freehold 
mid-terraced 
property 
•Centrally 
heated and 
PVC double 
glazed 

•Two bedrooms 
and bathroom 
•Lounge, Fitted 
kitchen/Dining 
room and Utility 
•Ideal for first 
time buyers. 
•ENERGY 
[RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £97,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


ifcai B 


the new way to buy and 

sell properties online 




Derek Spires 

ATE AGENTS 

012 1 420 4646 


bringing properties to life in full colour and audio 

www.derekspires.tv 


www.derekspiresandco.com 


















































































NEW 


0121 420 4646 


'Traditional values, 
rfiodorn cocnm olJoo 



Dekkk Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 



210 LIGHTWOODS HILL, WARLEY 


•Most impressive individually designed detached 
residence 

•Delightfully situated directly facing Warley woods 
•Spacious well maintained accommodation 
•Gas centrally heated and mostly double glazed 
•3 bedrooms, one with en-suite shower room, 
house bathroom & separate W.C. to first floor 
•Excellent through lounge, separate dining room 
& kitchen downstairs 
•Attractive mature gardens 

•Large brick built side garage & ample off-street parking 
• ENERGY RATING : F 

OFFERS BASED ON £359,500 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


412-414 PORTLAND ROAD, 


5 CLARENDON ROAD, SMETHWICK 

•Well presented 
mid-terraced 
property 
•Two double 
bedrooms 
•Two living 
rooms, kitchen & 
bathroom 
•Gas centrally 
heated 
•PVC double 
glazed 
• INTERNAL 
INSPECTION 
TO BE 

APPRECIATED 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £105,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



12 HALLEWELL ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•Sympathetically 
modernised to an exacting 
specification 
•Gas central heating, 
double glazing and burglar 

•SOLAR PANEL 
HEATING 

•Extremely spacious with 
many original features 
• FIVE BEDROOMS 
•Expensively equipped 
re-fitted and fully tiled 
bathroom 

I (Lounge & separate dining 
I room both with feature 
■ fireplaces 
1 »23ft» dining/kitchen 
I |Morning/sitting room 
I (Laundry/WC 
I (Established gardens 
a (Pleasant tree-lined 
residential thoroughfare 
•INSPECTION 

I OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £290,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


•Unique freehold end terraced property 
•Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
•Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom to first floor 

•Downstairs shower room 
•Recreation & games room 
•24ft» leisure/music room 
•Recording studio 

•Control room with vocal booth and store 
•Off-street parking & courtyard 
• INTERNAL INSPECTION HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

OFFERS BASED ON £249,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


74 MILCOTE ROAD, BEARWOOD 

• Prime location 
close Lightwoods 
_ Park & Warley 
I Woods 

■ *Gas centrally 
i heated and PVC 
I double glazed 
I *Two double 
1 bedrooms 
1 *Spacious 
I bathroom with 
R double shower 
»' and bidet 
1 •Vestibule and 
I hallway 
I *Two reception 
I rooms and kitchen 
1 *Neatly laid out 
I garden to the rear 
I ^INTERNAL 
I INSPECTION 

■ to BE 
APPRECIATED 
•ENERGY 

OFFERS BASED ON £177,500 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


30 ASHBOURNE, EDGBASTON 

Derek Spires 
Estate Agents 

| receipt of an 
offer for the sum 
of £82,000 for 
30 Ashbourne 
Road, 

J Edgbaston B16 
| 0JS. Anyone 
■wishing to place 

I an offer on this 
property should 
contact Derek 
Spires Estate 
I Agents, 602 
I Bearwood Road, 
I Bearwood B66 
14BW. 

|ENERGY 
RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £85,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 





117 POPLAR AVENUE, EDGBASTON 
•Three storey 
terraced property 
currently divided 
into 3 self- 
contained flats 
•PVC double 

•Storage heating 
•Easy access to 
Birmingham city 
centre 
•ENERGY 
RATING : G 

OFFERS BASED ON £192,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


92 PARK ROAD, BEARWOOD 

•Attractively 
improved villa 
residence 
•Sympathetically 
improved 

• Mostly double 
glazed 

•Gas centrally 
heated 

■ *Three 
I bedrooms and 
I refitted bathroom 
1 *Two well- 
I proportioned 
I living rooms 
" • Large refitted 

kitchen and utility 

• Downstairs 

■ W.C 

I *Gardens to 
i front and rear 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


15 MERTON CLOSE, OLDBURY 

•Three storey town 
house 

•PVC double 
glazed 

I »Gas centrally 
I heated (boiler not 
working) 

B »Two/three 
I bedrooms 
1 «Lounge/dining 
' room and kitchen 
•Integral garage 
| (Downstairs 
I cloakroom 
I (Off-street parking 
] .With 

I modernisation 

_| required 

•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £94,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 




I ^INTERNAL 
I INSPECTION 
■to BE 
APPRECIATED 
•ENERGY 

OFFERS BASED ON 249,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


15 DAWSON STREET, SMETHWICK 

• Freehold 
mid-terraced 

operty located 
Bearwood just 
I off the main high 

• Providing 
I easy access to 
I Birmingham City 
| Centre. 

• Fully Gas 
I centrally heated 
I and PVC double 
I glazed. 

I »Two double 
I bedrooms, two 
I reception rooms, 
I kitchen, bathroom 
I and garden 
I ^Requiring 
I cosmetic 
■ improvement 

•ENERGY 
RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £89,000 




Viewings Bearwood Office 


70 GLADYS ROAD, BEARWOOD 


• Freehold mid- 
terraced property 

• Gas centrally 
heated and PVC 
double glazed 
•Two double 
bedrooms 
•Two reception 
rooms, refitted 
kitchen and 
refitted fully tiled 
bathroom 

• Neatly laid out 
garden to the rear 

• Ideal FTBs 

• INTERNAL 
INSPECTION A 
MUST 

•ALL SERIOUS 
OFFERS 
CONSIDERED 
•ENERGY 
RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £124,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


LANDLORDS 

QUALITY TENANTS 
WAITING TO RENT 


We are desperate 
for your property 

Contact Steven Baker 
0121 429 9200 
for immediate action 


Derek Spires Estate Agents 
602 Bearwood Road, 
Bearwood. B66 4BW 




PARK RETREAT, SMETHWICK 

•Freehold end 
terraced property 
•Gas centrally 
heated and PVC 
double glazed 
•Two bedrooms 
& attic room/ 
occasional 
bedroom 3 
•Hall with 
original minton 
tiled floor 
•Lounge, dining 
room and 
kitchen 
•Ideal FTBs 

OFFERS BASED ON £95,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



LYNTON AVENUE, SMETHWICK 

•Ground/first 
floor maisonette 
•Secondary 
glazed and part 
PVC double 
glazed 

•Gas centrally 
heated 
•Three 
bedrooms 
•Bathroom and 
separate W.C. 
•Allocated 
parking 
•ENERGY 
RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON £134,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



o 


Ippk 

your property seen 
the right people 

?^nThe/V\arket .com 


a 


by 



www.derekspiresandco.com 




























































































Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 



• Birmingham 

• Erdington 

• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Walsall 

• Burntwood 

• Lichfield 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Wednesbury 

• Brownhills 

• Milton Keynes 

• Tamworth 

• Wednesfield 

• Cannock 

• Stafford 

• Telford 

• Wolverhampton 

f F 

L_ 





Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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Details of all our properties are 
available on our website: 

www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


p auldubberle y 

the estate agent 


West Bromwich 0121 222 1301 

Great Bridge 0121 222 1304 

Wednesbury 0121 222 1307 

or email: westbromwich@pauldubberley.co.uk 


Davis Avenue 
Tipton 


Minith Road 
Bilston 



Groveland Road 

37 Groveland Road, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 7TB 
We are acting in the sale of the above property and have 
received an offer of £57,500. Any interested parties must 
submit any higher offers in writing to the selling agent 
before a n exch^nge_ofcon^gctstekes_^lace. EPC C 


• Modern Purpose Built Ground Floor Apartment 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 1 bedroom, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: pro nrrt 

Viewing: 3LOU,UOU 


• Beautifully Presented Middle Terrace 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Viewing Recommended 

• 3 bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERSAROUND: OACiA CUZCi 

Viewing: X.1 U4,UOU 


• Traditional Semi Detached Bungalow 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central heating 

• New Improved Accommodation 

• 2 bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERSAROUND: OH 0/1 f\r\C\ 

Viewing: X.1 ^4,UUU 


• Beautiful Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Sought after Location 

• 3 bedrooms, EPC E 

OFFERSAROUND: OH 0/1 OCO 

Viewing: X.1 


• Attractive Traditional Semi Detached 

• Extended To Ground & First Floor 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 4 bedrooms • study room, EPC tbc 

OFFERSAROUND: OH Ad OCO 

Viewing: X.1 


Church Vale 
West Bromwich 



• Modern Style Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Upstairs Bathroom 

• , Parking To Rear 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£99,950 


The Broadway 
West Bromwich 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Cul De Sac Location 

• Upstairs Bathroom 

• Energy Rating D, Double Glazed Windows 

£120,000 


The Bantocks 
West Bromwich 



• Modern Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Converted Garage 

• Energy Rating TBC, Upstairs Bathroom 

Viewing: AROUND: £240,000 


Jowetts Lane 
West Bromwich 



• Extended End Terrace 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Upstairs Bathroom 

• Energy Rating C, Extended Kitchen 

Viewing: £110,000 


Thinking of Selling 
or Letting in 2015? 
Problem Solved 


Hydes Road 
West Bromwich 



In 2014- we achieved: 

106.807 website visits. 1.114 sale and let properties marketed. 
6,900 applicants registered, 13,078 viewings arranged. 
1,867 offers taken, 511 sales agreed, 243 lets agreed 


INVl e Z?L ( IlO!N‘ 

This is your personal invitation to receive a free market appraisal and discuss al 
aspects of selling or letting your home. Our staff have a wealth of experience 
and local knowledge to assist and advise you. 

What our clients say about our service... 

Not only did you find a buyer for my property in record time after it had sat on the market for months with another 
agent, but you also helped me find my dream home. This is an estate agency that doesn't just make promises, it delivers 
them. Mr and Mrs Dutton, Walsall 


Having been with another agent fo 
months with few viewings and no 
offers, we changed to Paul Dubberley 
and within a couple of weeks we had 
received 3 offers and sold STC. 

Claire Jennings, Walsall 


Right from instruction I felt you were proactive and had my 
best interests at heart and nothing was too much trouble 

Jane Myatt, West Bromwich 



I genuinely believe that no 
other estate agent would 
have given me the service you 
did or achieved the price that 
you did for me. 

Jennifer Corbett, Essington 


You have restored my faith that there are 
agents who offer good customer service 

Ms Massey, Brownhills 


To arrange a free valuation call your local branch today 



• Detached Bungalow 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Breakfast Kitchen 

• Energy Rating TBC, Conservatory 

Viewing: AROUND: £^| 99,950 


Kelverley Grove 
West Bromwich 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Cul De Sac Location 

• Energy Rating TBC, Through Lounge 

Viewing: AROUND: £1 45 ,QQQ 


Hydes Road 
West Bromwich 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Energy Rating TBC, Downstairs WC 

OFFERSAROUND: OH OO Cf\f\ 

Viewing: Z,1 0^,OUU 


Hall Green Road 
West Bromwich 



• Extended Semi Detached Property 

• Delightful Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Double Glazed Conservatory 

• Energy Rating D, Two Reception Rooms 

OFFERSAROUND: OH RE nflfi 

Viewing: LI UO,UUU 


Tame Crossing 
Wednesbury 


Brunswick Park Road 
Wednesbury 


Pound Road 
Wednesbury 


The Close 
Wednesbury 



• Modern Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom & En-suite 

• EPC Rating C, Lounge, Dining Room & Study 

£180,000 


• Traditional Terrace Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Loft Room 

• EPC D, Two Reception Rooms 

OFFERSAROUND: OOC AArt 

Viewing: LOO,UUU 


• A Well Presented 3 Bedroom Mid Terrace Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• No Upward Chain! 

• EPC Rating: D, Dining Room with Delightful Cast 

£85,000 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Lounge & Kitchen 

• Energy Rating E, Conservatory & Ground Floor WC 

OFFERSAROUND: OH OA AAA 

Viewing: LI *lU,UUU 


Goldby Drive ^ 

Wednesbury 

r 

M 1 a-s 

m 

• Spacious 

- ■ 1 i 


• Popular Cul-de-Sac Location 

• No Chain! 

OFFERS AROUND: 


£150,000 


Devon Road 
Wednesbury 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• First Floor Family Bathroom 

• EPC Rating D, Lounge & Dining Room 

£110,000 


OFT 


The Property 
Ombudsman 

SALES 


VIRTUAL TOURS 




VIEW OUR PROPERTIES ON YOUR MOBILE PHONE 


P5C 


TEXT PD TO 84840 

OR pauldubberley.mobi ON YOUR PHONE BROWSER 


DIGITAL FLOOR PLANS 



rightmovec 

® The UK’s number one property w 


Find a Property.com 

globrix. 

The property search engine 











































































































PROPERTY « 



Detached three 
handy for town 


A WELL-PRESENTED and extended 
three-bedroom traditional-style detached 
house in Claremont Road, Sedgley, has well 
proportioned accommodation, including a 
ground floor shower room. 

Being only a short walk into Sedgley town 
centre and close to greenbelt countryside, 
there is a wide range of amenities nearby. 

It is for sale through Scriven & Co at 
£199,950 with no chain. 

It has two living rooms, extended kitchen, 
rear lobby, shower room, three bedrooms, 
bathroom and parking. 

For further details call 0121 4224011 or 
visit www.scriven.co.uk 



bed is 
centre 

i - 



BBartrams 


TEL 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 


HOPKINS DRIVE, B71 3RR 


CHARLEMONT ROAD, B71 3HU ■ HEATH LANE, B71 2BW 



»A Detached Bungalow 
»Three Bedrooms 
» Central Heating 
» Majority Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
WAS £224,950 NOW £220,000 



»A Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

* Lounge & Dining Room 
» Conservatory 

. EPC RATING B, Freehold 
WAS £199,950 NOW £195,950 



• A Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Extended 

• Through Lounge 

. EPC RATING E, Freehold 
WAS £209,950 NOW £203,950 



GRAFTON ROAD, B71 4EG 


WHITEGREAVE STREET, B70 9BB 


> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Kitchen/Diner 

»Two Reception Rooms 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
WAS £174,950 NOW £169,950 



» A Semi Detached Property 
> Three Bedrooms 
»Central Heating 
» Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
WAS £139,999 NOW £134,999 


RICHARD WILLIAMS ROAD, WS10 ■ SHAW ROAD, DY4 7QA 


CARISBROOKE ROAD, WS10 OHZ ■ SAMS LANE, B70 7EG 


PRINCES GATE, B70 6HU 



> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

» Central Heating And Double Glazed 
• Freehold 
. EPC RATING D 

WAS £109,950 NOW £107,950 


HOPE ROAD, DY4 7DF 


» An End Terraced Property 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Ideal First Time Buy/ Invester 
» Driveway, No Upward Chain 
. Freehold, EPC TBC 

£99,950 


CHURCH VALE, B71 4DD 


* A Detached Bungalow 
» Three Bedrooms 

* Planning For Extension 

» Freehold, No Upward Chain 
» EPC TBC, Corner Plot 

£249,950 




W. 


• I 






* An End Terraced Property 

* Three Bedrooms 
»Central Heating 

* No Upward Chain, Freehold 
. EPC RATING D 

WAS £110,000 NOW £105,000 



* A Terraced Property 
»Three Bedrooms 

* Large Conservatory 

» Central Heating, Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
WAS £109,950 NOW £104,950 



. A Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

» Double Glazing And Central Heating 
» Freehold 

WAS £103,450 NOW £99,000 


• Second Floor Flat 

• One Bedroom 

• Double Glazed & Central Heating 

• Allocated Parking 

. EPC RATING D, Leasehold 

WAS £84,950 NOW £79,950 


BBartrams 

JANUARY SALE 





• A Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms, Freehold 

• Sought After Location 

• Central Heating & Double Glazing 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 

£134,950 


Call Now On 0121-601-9370 


www.bartrams.com 


WODEN ROAD NORTH, WS10 9NP 

4 



» A Link Detached Property 
* Three Bedrooms, Garage 
» Central Heating, Double Glazed 
. NO DSS, Available 31/01/2015 
. EPC RATING D, £650 PCM 
£650 DEPOSIT PLUS OTHER FEES 




• A Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• 6 Month Tenancy Agreement 

• Credit Reference Required 
. £550 PCM 

£550 DEPOSIT PLUS OTHER FEES 



• A Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Credit Check Required 
. £475 PCM 

£475 DEPOSIT PLUS OTHER FEES 



• A Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing & Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking & Rear Garden 
. EPC RATING F 

WAS 124,950 NOW £119,950 


WHITTINGTON CLOSE, B71 3EX 



> A Terraced Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Central Heating & Double Glazed 

> Vacant Possession And Freehold 

. EPC RATING C, ONLINE AUCTION 

Guide Price Of £79,950 



• A Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Central Heating 

• Garage, Off Road Parking To Rear 
. EPC RATING E, Freehold 

£124,950 



• An End Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• Fully Furnished 
. £600 PCM 

£600 DEPOSIT PLUS OTHER FEES 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


E-maihenquires@bartrams.com 


nghtmove~ 
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44 DRIVETIME 


Spot on hot sports coupe 


By Graham Breeze 

Any car company taking on the 
performance coupe market just 
has to get it right first time and 
Peugeot has done just that with 
the RCZ GT. 

It’s the hottest performer ever to 
break out of Peugeot garages and it 
has the looks, power and panache 
of any of the opposition in the perfor¬ 
mance coupe sector. 

Peugeot bosses decided not to meddle 
too much with the looks of the RCZ which 
first appeared on our streets in 2009 which 
is why from the outside you only get a 
new two-part grill and redesigned claw¬ 
like headlights and a double bubble rear 
window and roof. Not that there’s anything 
wrong with the appearance, the test car 
crouching purposely on 192 alloys with an 
active rear spoiler and twin sport exhausts. 


The new RCZ is a match for the opposi¬ 
tion in performance terms and inside the 
car demonstrates all the traits of a perfor¬ 
mance 2+2 sports coupe. 

Heated sports front red and black leath¬ 
er seats adjust to give even the tallest front 
seat occupants a comfortable position and 
there’s a stunning red carbon style dash¬ 
board, sports steering wheel and short 
shift gear lever. 

You also get Peugeot Connect Naviga¬ 
tion and CD systems and Peugeot Con¬ 
nect USB Box with Bluetooth. 

It’s a tight fit inside though and you really 
would not want to be seated in the back. 

Any negativity about this car soon disap¬ 
pears once on the open road though. It’s 
a dream to drive, sitting firmly through the 
tightest bends, with the 1.6 GT emitting a 
glorious roar when pushed. Steering feed¬ 
back is glorious thanks to wider tyres and 
firmer springs and you have to take your 
hat off to Peugeot designers for providing 
this superb driving experience. 




The new Peugeot RCZ 
is without doubt a 
genuine competitor 
in the sports coupe 
sector.’ 


i nere s a price range Trom uuu 

and the THP 200 on test would set you 
back £26,900 with metallic paint, Media 
Navigation, roof arches and Hi-Fi system 
adding another £2,200. 

The test car had a top speed of 146mph 
and would reach 62mph in 7.6 seconds 
through a six speed manual box and 
although Peugeot claim combined 
fuel figures of 42.2mpg you won’t get 
that if you drive the car the way I did for 
a week. 

Boot space is limited as you would ex¬ 


pect ana mere s no room Tor tne goiT ciuds 

unless you fold the back seats flat. 

On the plus side you can design your 
own model when buying through a wide 
range of personalisation options, includ¬ 
ing 10 alloy wheel designs and 12 interior 
trims. 

The new RCZ gets a visibility pack 
consisting of automatic wipers and head¬ 
lamps, electric interior mirror and guide- 
me-home lighting. 

The new RCZ is without doubt a genuine 
competitor in the sports coupe sector. 
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Contact us to book your test drive today/ 


Brindley Cannock 

Main A5 

Staffordshire 

WS111SH 


Brindley Wednesbury 

57 Bridge Street 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 


01543 406745 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


0121 696 4754 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


FOR LESS 


NEW CORS 

LIMITED EDITION 3DR 


m 


£149 PER MONTH 

OVER 23 MONTHS 
WITH A £2,533 ADVANCE RENTAL 


“BRILLIANT NEW C0RSA. 
SUPER-ADVANCED SUPERMINI’ 

Auto Express 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). New Corsa Limited Edition 1.2,3dr: Urban: 42.2 
(6.7), Extra-urban: 61.4 (4.6), Combined: 52.3 (5.4). C0 2 emissions: 126g/km. # 


Personal contract hire offer on New Corsa Limited Edition 1.2,3dr, red on orders received between 1 January 2015 and 1 April 2015, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £2,533, then 23 monthly rentals of £149. Excess annual miles over 8000 
charged at 6.63ppm. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. 
Prices and details are subject to change without notice. You will not own the car. For full specification and T&Cs contact your local Retailer. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS16 3 JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. A Applicants must hold a full, valid driving licence and be 18 years or over 
to qualify for a test drive. #MPG figures are official test data and may not reflect real driving results. 













DRIVETIME 



I DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


& 


CARS FROM £1995!! 

03/03 SKODA FABIA1.4 CLASSIC Bronze, 5-door, 48,000 miles . £1995 

04/54 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.21 LIFE 16V Silver, 5-door, 60,000 miles . £2495 

05/05 ASTRA 1.81EXCLUSIV CABRIOLET Blue, 2-door, 41,029 miles . £2650 

06/56 RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 WT DYNAMIQUE Gold, 5-door, 31,511 miles . £2995 

06/06 VAUXHALL MERIVA1.4116V ACTIVE Silver, 5-door, 58,080 miles . £2995 

05/05 VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.4116V SPORT Blue, 2-door, 24,179 miles . £3495 

06/06 FORD FOCUS C-MAX 1.8 ZETEC Black, 5-door, 42,806 miles . £3795 

09/59 SMART FORTWO COUPE 1.0 PASSION MHD Silver, 2-door, Auto, 25,600 miles £3995 



Skoda wins the space race 


The new SKODA Fabia Estate offers 
plenty of space for up to five passen¬ 
gers and their luggage even with the 
car’s compact exterior dimensions. 

The boot has the largest capacity 
in its segment at 530 litres (1395 litres 
with the rear seat folded down). In ad¬ 
dition, the third-generation model is 
more practical than ever with up to 17 
Simply Clever solutions, 10 of which 
are on offer for the first time. 

The design of the new car is signifi¬ 
cantly more emotive than before.Just 
as with the hatchback, the new SKO¬ 


DA Fabia Estate features a modern, 
sharp design language, dynamic pro¬ 
portions, as well as design elements 
from the SKODA VisionC show car. 
Precise lines and sharp edges testify 
to the highest production quality and 
attention to detail. Crystalline elements 
and the striking interplay between light 
and shadow emphasise the strong ap¬ 
pearance. The interior has also been 
completely redesigned, and offers an 
array of customisation options. 

The estate now features innova¬ 
tive safety, comfort and infotainment 


systems from higher vehicle classes, 
including the innovative MirrorLink 
technology, displaying smartphone 
apps, such as sat-nav, on the infotain¬ 
ment system screen. The SmartGate 
function is also new. This technology 
enables data on the vehicle to be dis¬ 
played and saved on your smartphone 
via special apps. 

The new Fabia Estate consumes up 
to 17 per cent less fuel than the sec¬ 
ond-generation model. The most eco¬ 
nomical version will be the new Fabia 
Estate GreenLine. 



H 07/07 FORD FIESTA 1.25 Silver, 3-door, 55,000 miles . £3995 



STOCK CHANGES DAILY 


Trindle Road, Dudley DY2 7AY 

(between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


New Car Deals from Brindley Kia 


Kia Picanto 1.0 T 3 door 

Was £8,145 

SAVE £1,146 
Brindley Price £6,999 

Including £250 deposit contribution 


Picanto 'V 1.0 3 door White 

Representative example 


On the Road Cash Price. 

..£7,249.00 

Less deposit. 

.£250.00 

Less manufacturer deposit... 

.£250.00 

Total Amount Payable. 

...£7,961.75 

Interest Charges. 

.£712.75 

36 monthly payments. 

.£129.00 i 

1 Final payment. 

...£2,817.75 

GFV (Guaranteed Future Value). 

...£2,817.75 

Miles per annum. 

.6,000 

Excess Mileage Charge. 

.14.9p 


Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


Kia Sportage 1.6 GDi T 5 door 

Was £17,500 

SAVE £1,501 _ 

Brindley Price £15,999 N 



www.brindleykia.co.uk 

T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/1 OOkm) for the Kia Sportage range are: Urban 31.0 (9.1) - 47.1 (6.0), Extra Urban 46.3 (6.1) - 58.9 (4.8), Combined 39.2 (7.2) - 54.3 (5.2), 

CO 2 emissions: 189 - 135 g/km; the Kia Picanto range are: Urban 39.2 (7.2) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7) - 78.5 (3.6), Combined 50.4 (5.6) - 67.3 (4.2). CO 2 emissions are 130-99 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Terms and conditions apply. 7 year/100,000 mile warranty. See your local dealer or visit kia.co.uk for full warranty terms and exclusions. Finance Subject to Status, Guarantees and 
Indemnities may be required, 18's or over, Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 
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funeral services 


r* 


ST MARTS 


P 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg, charity number: 503456 


funeral directors 


Thomas Ely 
& Son 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 

W.E.Jones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902 606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

(® Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


J. Hartland A Son 


FUKEA*. OWfCrOAS 
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Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


Christmas Indoor Boot Sale. 

Saturday 24th January 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Sellers 9am /Buyers 10am 

Entry 30p / Tables £5 & £7.50 

Call: 01922 621179 to book 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE. Every 



BAILEY PAGEANT 

2001, CRIS registered, 4 berth, 
18ft, rear bathroom, separate 
shower/toilet, full electric/gas 
fire, BA heat, full oven/cooker. 
Full awning. Lots of extras. 
£3,150. 

07880 843208. 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, phone read¬ 
ings. New office Great Barr. 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.com 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operativ 


UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 



MID WALES MINI BREAKS 

Luxury Caravan, sleeps 6 

3 Day Weekend 

4 Day Mid Week t5TJ [ A_l 

01686 670408 

Explore the Borders 

Try Before You Buy 
Caravans for Sale from £6,995 

www.goetreretreatcaravanpark.co.uk | 



JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday, January 24, 
at 12 noon. 

St Peters Church Hall. 
Whitehall Road. 

West Bromwich. 
Admission 20p. 

On February 21, 7.30pm we 
have Shel Macrae, ex The 
Fortunes appearing. 

Tickets available from Sylvia 
on 0121 520 7403. 

£7 this includes a buffet. 


table top sale 


TABLE TOP SALE 

Holy Cross Church, 
Hall Green Road, 
Stone Cross. 

Saturday, January 24. 
10am. 


Home & 
Services 


A BIG BIG SALE NOW ON Cookers, 
fires, autos, fridge-freezer,built in 
ovens, hobbs, tumble dryers, 
Orders taken by phone, most credit 
cards accepted Past & Present 24- 
26 Church St Bilston (opposite 
Town Hall). Call: 01902 403770 

FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition, £90. Can deliver. 07437 
737 361. 


Top Soil, 

■ Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


Our caring staff are here to listen and 
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


- Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
- Memorial Masonry 


Penkridge 

Stafford Road 

Tel: 01785 712245 

Heath Hayes 

106 Hednesford Road 

Tel: 01543 495609 


Cannock Burntwood 

49 Park Road 3 Swan Island Shopping Centre 

Tel: 01543 572644 Tel: 01543 685375 


Lichfield 

1 Birmingham Road 

Tel: 01543 416660 


Rugeley 

17 Brereton Road 

Tel: 01889 582315 


www.coopfunerals.co.uk 


National Association 
of Funeral Directors 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

6X5 0/LAP £16 (Inc vat) 

Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 

BUDGET TREE SURGERY, hedge 
trimming. Drive, patio & path jet 
washing. Call Adam on 07936 
882552 or 0121 5053558. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft *Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


ALL MILITARIA ITEMS from wars 
wanted by Private Collector. 
Single/full items. Very good prices 
paid. 07511 300 337. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


WANTED GENTS WRIST 
WATCHES 

All makes and models. 
Working or broken. 

07979 020256. 



BFC FURNITURE 

MELTDOWN SALE 
NOW IN FULL SWING 

50 

1 

M 

Single matts.from £19 

Divan beds.Singles from £49 Doubles £69 

Ortho matts.Singles from £69 Doubles £99 

Memory foam matts.from £99 

Faux leather bed frames, doubles.half price £89 

Ottoman bed frames from £199 Bunk bed frames £99 

Metal fashion bed frames.from £49 

Bespoke mattresses made to your size and spec 

Recliner sofas 
MANY 
HALF PRICE 

Leather and fabric chairs.from £29 

Sofas from £99 Suites from £249 
Hundreds of end of line and 
clearance bargains 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
_ 2 MINS FROM NEW 

1223 TESCO & TOBY CARVERY “• 

0121 557 6885 

OPEN 7 DAYS - MON-SAT 10-6. SUN 10-4. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 



service 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



accountants 


Returns. Self Employed and Small 
Businesses. Call Carol Now on 
07941 944197 

www.woodlandsaccounts.co.uk 


aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 



1 aerial into 2 rooms £90 
1 aerial into 4 rooms £130 








alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


JUI-, ,-, -,-„ 

to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


7 nil fry <* 




All plastering projects catered for 
Domestic and Commercial 


Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 


0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BUNDS SALE 

u °50%OFF 

selected blinds, curtains & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6563 
orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 




If 
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** ! 

MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS AWNINGS 
CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


AB'Blinds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


driveways & ^ 

patios 


DRIVEWAYS & BLOCK PAVING 

at discount prices. Call MB Paving 
0121 5201352/07977 327715. 


fencing 


frORflWAYf ENCING 

SBECI ArotFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

tor 66 951081 

www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, 0 7DZ 
Office: 01 24*5 31 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137656^^ 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07 


handyman 
y services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


C W DOORS 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 



A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


j 


m ROOFING 

Flat, main, chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

01902 752161 / A 
07538 118034 24 hr 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 


lJiurz 

SKIPS 



QM'M.mm-JD 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHIffl SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


JEFFRY’S DOG WALKING & Sitting 
Service. W-ton. Fully insured & rea. 
Senior Citizen rates.07855 275537 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Business & 
Farming 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 


6,000 Sq Ft Yard 
High St Tipton 
1000 Sq Ft Unit Coseley 
Offices also available. 
Flexible terms 

Call 01902 497696 or 07788 591679 


UNIT TO LET with Roller shutter 
door. Suitable various uses. IMile 
J9M6. 07545 909693 
UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 
Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



D.S.S. 

VWcxxr* 

IMtM 

All Btocfc Country 

01902 21 31 21 

p* 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEDSIT TO LET Single person only. 
In Rugeley area. 

07932 904898. 

BLOXWICH Bedsit in secure build¬ 
ing, own kitchen / bathroom, 
£255pcm plus bills. Deposit / refer¬ 
ence required. No DSS / pets. Age 
restriction applies. 07502 106629. 

TWO BEDROOM semi, small drive, 
quiet street in Darlaston / Wednes¬ 
bury area. References required. 
07976 891024. 

WILLENHALL, luxury room, fur¬ 
nished, working person, £57pw. 

Telephone 07401 089298. 















































































































































































































































properties wanted 



bC 


BLACK 


WE PAY 100% 

OF PURCHASE PRICE 


wm 


SXn^y Docsqd©® 

® We are a family run local business. 

IP A fair offer from people you can trust. 


We also buy Commercial & Industrial, Shops, facto¬ 
ries, land, building plots....even your garden! 


Cash paid for your property 

[NUWJ 

0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 




COUNTRY W Buying properties for over 30 years. 
HOMES IP No fees - Free solicitors 


08000321718 


text GOAL 
to 88802 

and we will call 
you back now. 


QcM/^bCUv OH/ 



STOR 

WE PAY MORE 

■ 100% every time* ^\ 

1 Free Solicitors No Fees* f (P* j ll 
■Any Property, Any Condition*! g|| 

*Subject to terms ' - 





*Subject to terms ** PI Group 


www.blackcountrv-homes.cci.uk 

If IV IVlVIUVnVVIAl I il J - UVU lWlVVIllll 





0800 077 8808 
01384 226087 


looking for property 
in ANY CONDITION 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 


^ the name you can trust ^ 

Harrison Fowler 

Any Property, Any Condition 

. FREE Valuation 
. FREE Solicitors 

• No Obligation 

• No Fees • Fast Completion 

0800 587 2422 /01902 628060 

24 hours ^ 


we can buy your house in 

01902 628060 

0800 389 6788HE 


Wolverhampton properties 



WE PAY IVIORE 

BUY ANY HOUSE, ANY AREA, ANY CONDITION 


in a mess? 
talk in confidence 
we can hep 


Subject to terms & conditions 


24-7 0800 085 6626 or 0121 274 0398 


pinkSHl QUICK 


One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion 
any condition, any circumstances 




J CAjnJ ZEAL A; J/ PMCEl 

I pay 100% of purchase price 

[£] 




Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees' 


of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 / 
01922 689023 


A 

Better 

Cash 

Deal 


Its simple as that... 
you will get the 
best deal on your 
home from 
FIRST GENERAL HOMES 


0800 917 1233 / 0121 308 7786 


( 


1 1 sell your house 

| ive are just a 
phone call away 

• Any Circumstances 

• Any condition • No 
Fast completion 

I 0800 066 5558 

1 0121 274 0398 



rr\ problem 
ki/ property 


Nothing worries us, we will buy 
your house whatever the problem 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 4481 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 



mm wms 

0000000^33 


STRAIGHT TALK 

FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

i)86bgpo|^|)9; 

01902 628060 



i/^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 


SOLD 


r 


Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


WE BUY HOUSES 4 CASH 


/ No Solicitor or Agent Fees 
/ In Any Condition 


/ Mortgage/Loans Paid Off 
/ Repossessions Stopped 

Say Goodbye to Call Now On 

Debt Problems 0121 629 0456 

Midland Property Buyers 


HOUSES BOUGHT IN 
ANY CONDITION 

Probate/Deceased Estates 
No Fees to Pay 
Call Now 
01902 690813 


We Can Buy 
your House in 

7 Days 

Quick House Buyers 

01922 438303 


I Buy Houses 
Quickly 

k Call Mark Now 01384 848803 

* No fees 

,*ln any Condition 


We Buy Houses Fast 
in Sandwell, The 
Black Country & 
Surrounding Areas 
0121 412 9315 


Want to Sell Your House Quickly 


Get A Guaranteed Cash Offer 

www.midlandpropertybuyers.com 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 


0800 169 1118. 

DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 



CLEANERS REQUIRED: Pende- 
ford Rd, Thu 1-2.30pm and 
Showell Rd Mon 10.30-12.30pm 
Wolverhampton. Vacancies also in 
Rugeley & Aldridge.Please call 
0121 354 9701 or send your cv to 
v.rogers@minster-cleaning.co.uk 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


I NEED TO GET THE HOURS IN? 

CPC Driver Training. Contact QSP 
| to book your course 0121 5652277 


MAT 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 




Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
1-1 Gold Standard tuition 
Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 
Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


CLASS 1 & 2 ADR HGV 

DRIVERS Clarke Transport, one of 
the largest independent Transport 
& Distribution companies in the UK 
has the following vacancies at our 
Oldbury depot. Class 1&2 days 
Multi drop, 48 hr week, Mon-Fri. 
Class 1 £10.30 ph. Class 2 £9.45 
ph. Class 1 night trunking, 48 hr 
week, Mon-Fri £11.33 ph. Added 
benefits to be discussed at inter¬ 
view. Send CV to old.ops@ 
clarketransport.co. uk 

CLASS 1 OR 2 Car Transporter 
Driver required, experience essen¬ 
tial, based Wolverhampton/ Tipton 
area, Mon to Fri, 1 to 2 nights out 
per week, good rates of pay. 

Call 0121 557 1174 or email C.V 
to darren@randrtransport.co.uk 


EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

seeks employment, private and 
commercial work. Own tools and 
transport. 07778 480 441. 


RETIRED 

QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Seeks part-time occupation, 
Walsall/Aldridge area, anything 
considered, pre or post con¬ 
tract, construction or private 
development, office or site, 
even self build. 

60 years experience going to 
waste. 

Telephone 01922 459297. 


ALARM / CCTV ENGINEERS 

required to join our expanding 
team. Minimum 2 Years* 
Experience Essential. Company 
Vehicle, Tablet & Mobile Phone 
Provided. Salary Negotiable. Call 
0121 359 2242 for further details. 


M MARCUS LTD 
require 

SALES LEDGER CLERK 

in a busy accounts Office, for 
cash allocation and Credit 
control, and general related 
office duties. 

Please send C.V to; 
Company Accountant, 

Mr T Ashton, M Marcus Ltd, 
Unit 7, Narrowboat Way, 
Dudley DY2 OXQ 
Email: tim@m-marcus.com 
No Agencies 


SALES ASSISTANTS REQUIRED 

FT/PT/Flexible INC Nights at BP 
Hawthornes West Bromwich. B71 
4JZ.(Petrol station and Subway) 
Full training given. 

Contact 0121 524 1160 


LIGHT VEHICLE MECHANIC / MOT 

Tester Skilled / Semi- Skilled West 
Bromwich Area Tel 0121 525 7580 


FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST/Clerk 

Required Previous experience pre¬ 
ferred but not essential. 37.5 hours 

P er week spread over 5 days Mon- 
ri. Excellent communication skills 
required. Please send CV to 
qlynis.crump@nhs.net or Glynis 
Crump, Warley Medical Centre, 
Kingsway, Oldbury B68 ORT. 
Closing date 29th January 2015. 


EARN EXTRA MONEY Selling Ori- 
flame Cosmetics to friends and 
family , Full or Part time (all areas). 
No outlay + Free gift with first order 
Debbie on 07875 427528 

debs.oriflame@hotmail.co.uk 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
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Motoring 




EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


MERCEDES C220 
ADVANTAGE CE 

2002, Automatic, diesel, MoT’d, 
blue, 116,000 miles with part 
service history, cruise control, 
ABS, CL, all electric. 

£2,750 o.n.o. 

01922 412484 or 
07768 913434. 


CXCXLLCNT 

CONDITION 


MITSUBISHI L200 Diamond double 
cab, 2008, automatic, 57,000 miles, 
6 months MoT, FSH. £9.500. 0121 
537 3177. 

SEAT ALTEA 1.6, 2007, 47k miles, 
black, abs, e/w, a/c, alarm, MoT 
Sept 2015, c/I, pas, CD, very good 
condition. £3,750 ono. 

07469 196773. 


VW POLO E 

05 reg, 1.2, MoT Sept 2015, 
PAS, 5dr, blue, 52,000 miles, 
recent service, CL, recent tyres, 
very economical, excellent 
condition. 

£1,495. 

Call Taylor 07400 940963. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA 1 


Eit. Hire- ZS Ye^rs 


A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day 
Ol 902 490555 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 


CITROEN SAXO 01,5 months MoT, 
42k, 2 owners from new, new head 
gasket, cam belt and waterpump, 
FSH, £900ono. 07454 291553. 


DAIHATSU CUORE 1999, 74,000 
miles, blue, electric windows, fsh, 
MoT May15, central locking, pas, 
Stereo £400, 07812 641951 


FIAT PUNTO 1.2 Active, 3-dr, 2005, 
05, £1075. ono. 

07913 987035. 


FORD FOCUS GHIA 1.8TDCi, 

2003, green, MoT, high mileage, 
good run around, comes with battle 
scars, £650 ono. 01902 577493. 
FREELANDER TD4 Commercial, 
02, 185,000 miles, sunroof, alloys, 
stereo, £900 ono. 07799 394445. 


MERCEDES E430 1999, silver, 
74,000 genuine miles, 12 months 
MoT, FSH, lovely condition, 
£1,250. 07970 992872. 


PEUGEOT 206 HDi turbo diesel, 
2002, MoT Nov, alloys, cd, elecs, 
ac, 50+mpg. Drives very well, £600. 
07434 760651. 


ROVER 25 

1.4, X reg. 2 owners, 
MoT May, 37,000 miles. 
Good condition. 

£350. 

01922 693636/07841 
402830. 



DAIHATSU HIJET van, 1300cc, 51k 
miles, 11 months MoT, 1 owner, 
£850 ono. 01889 578163. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775eveninqs 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
07585 664389 / 07903 549849. 

WANTED Ford Fiesta 1.1,1.3, (Not 
1.4), 5 door only with MoT. 0121 
557 4084/07796 496145. 



BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 
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Local 

Information 



Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

A B Waste Management / 
Adisel Ltd of Junction Works, 
Cemetery Road, Darlaston, 
West Midlands WS10 8NA is 
applying to change an existing 
licence as follows: To add an 
operating centre to keep 20 
goods vehicles and 0 trailers at 
the old Need A Skip premises, 
Brandon Way, West Bromwich 
B70 9PQ. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at West 
Midlands Traffic Area Office, 
Hill Crest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
making representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Co mmi ssioner’s Office. 

Leonard Duckworth of 19 Mansion 
Crescent Smethwick B67 6QN, died 
on 19/02/2012. If you have a claim 
against the Estate of Leonard 
Duckworth or an interest in it you 
must write to us with particulars 
before 27/03/2015. Unless you do so 
the Estate will be distributed without 
regard to your claim or interest. (This 
notice is given under Section 27 
Trustee Act 1925). 

BLAKE MORGAN LLP 
Bradley Court 11 Park Place 
Cardiff CF10 3DR 

Solicitors for the Executor T 430134 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 


I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


Demolition of public house and 


DC/14/57724 Mr Robert Queens Head 

Willetts Londonderry Lane 

Enterprise Smethwick development of 12 No. dwellings, 

Inns PLC B67 7EW comprising of 9 No. 2 bed and 

3 No. 1 bed apartments. 

The proposed footpath would affect a public right of way to which Part III of The Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 applies. 

This is a major application with an Environmental Impact Assessment 
DC/14/57745 FCC FCC Environment Edwin Outline planning application (for 

Environment Richards Quarry access) for up to 281 residential 

UK Ltd Portway Road Rowley dwellings (Use Class C3), 

Regis B65 9DN amended access from Portway 

Road, open space, landscaping, 
drainage works and ancillary 
works. 

This is a major application with an Environmental Impact Assessment 
DC/14/57758 Mr Kevin Land At Portway Road Demolition of all buildings on site, 
Chown Wednesbury proposed waste recovery and 

Broadcrown WS10 7DZ renewable energy facility with 

Renewable new build offices, parking, 

Energy boundary treatment and 

Limited landscaping. 

This is a major application. 

The proposed footpath would affect a public right of way to which Part III of The Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 applies 

DC/14/57737 Mr Ian Burns Rattlechain Open Space Proposed erection of 60 No. 2,3 
Cameron Land Rear Of Gaitskell & 4 bed dwellings with 
Homes Terrace And 

Limited Palmerstone Drive 

Tividale Oldbury 


associated highways and 
parking. 


This is a major application. 


Dismantling of scrap cars for 
off-site metal recycling, and 
covered ramped work area. 
This is a major application with an Environmental Impact Assessment 


DC/14/57740 MrZubair 
Ajaib 


Premier Works 
Cornwall Road 
Smethwick B66 2JR 


DC/14/57744 Mr Dave FCC Environment Development of a waste 

Molland FCC Edwin Richards Quarry management facility comprising 

Environment Portway Road a 150,000 tonnes per annum soil 

UK Ltd Rowley Regis treatment; a 150,000 tonnes per 

B65 9DN annum waste recycle facility; 

a repositioned landfill gas 
utilisation plant; a relocated 
leachate treatment plant; and 
a waste vehicle depot and 
associated workshop, office, 
parking and welfare facilities. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

Mr Nick Bubalo, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Keelinge Street, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2015, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Keelinge Street, Tipton between Dairy Close and Lower Church Lane. 
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
30/01/15 effective from 26/01/15. Traffic will be diverted via Church Lane, Park Lane 
East, Station Road, Howard Street and vice-versa. Purpose - vegetation clearance. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Victoria Road and Coneygree Road, Tipton) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2015, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any 
vehicles from proceeding along Victoria Road, Tipton between Peel Street and the railway 
bridge and Coneygree road, Tipton between the railway bridge and Tudor Street (07.00hrs 
- 16.00hrs). The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 15/02/15 effective from 15/02/15. Traffic will be diverted via Sedgley Road 
East, Mayfair Gardens and vice-versa. Purpose - structural survey of railway bridge. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Station Road, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2015, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Station Road, Cradley Heath between Waterfall Lane and Sherbourne 
Road (20.00hrs - 06.00hrs). The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 14/02/15 effective from 02/02/15. Traffic will be diverted 
via Coombes Road, Haden Hill Road, Halesowen Road, Beauty Bank and vice-versa. 
Purpose - installation of a chevron and brickwork repairs. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Wood Green Road, Oldbury) (Temporary 
Prohibition of Driving) Order 2015, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any 
vehicles from proceeding into Hagley Road West, Oldbury via the exit opposite Wood 
Green Road or Hagley Road West service road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work is expected to be completed by 22/02/15 effective from 22/02/15. Traffic will be 
diverted via the exit opposite No.558 Hagley Road West. Purpose - replacement of a 
manhole cover. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The council proposes to modify The Borough Council of Sandwell (A461 Burnt 
Tree To Black Country New Road) (Red Route) Order 2014 with Variation 
Order No.2 2015 as follows: 1) Relocate the ‘Bus Stop Clearway’ restriction from 
opposite 267/268 Dudley Port, Tipton to a location opposite 247/248 Dudley Port, 
Tipton as shown delineated on drawing 39047. Full details may be examined at: 
Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE during 
normal office hours. Objections in writing, stating your grounds, to Mr Irfan 
Choudry, at Freeth Street address or email to: highways@sandwell.gov.uk by 
12/02/15. 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR A PREMISES 
LICENCE - UNDER 
SECTION 17 OF THE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

An application has been made 
to Sandwell Metropolitan 
Borough Council, the Licensing 
Authority for a new premises 
licence by Balbir Singh Kang 
in respect of 159 Heath Lane, 
West Bromwich B71 2BL to: 

Sell alcohol from 0600hrs - 
2300hrs Monday to Sunday 
The licensing register and a 
record of the application may 
be inspected at the offices of 
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
Council, PO Box 2374, Oldbury 
B69 3DE between 0900hrs - 
1700hrs Monday to Friday. 

Any representations by a 
responsible authority or a 
person likely to be affected 
by the grant of the application 
must be made in writing to the 
council by 13 February 2015. 
Any person wishing to view 
details. 

It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly make a false 
statement in connection with 
an application, for which a 
person is liable on summary 
conviction to a maximum fine 
of £5,000. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

I, Karlo Wallace of Tysons Bar 11 
Upper High St Wednesbury WS10 
7HQ Herby give notice I have 
applied under S17 Licensing and in 
accordance with S12 Licensing Act 
2003 for a Premises Licence for the 
above mentioned premises, namely 

F or the sale of alcohol for consumption 
on & off the premises, namely 

Sun-Thurs 10:00-23:00 
Fri-Sat 10:00-01:00 

Late Night Refreshment 
Fri-Sat 10:00-01:00 

Any person wishing to make 
a representation regarding the 
application must do so in writing 
to, SANDWELL M.B.C TRADING 
STANDARDS LICENSING TEAM 
UNIT 33 CONEYGREE ROAD 
TIPTON DY4 8XR not later than 
6TH Feb 2015. (Licensing_Team@ 
sandwell.gov.uk)) A copy of the 
application may be inspected during 
normal business hours. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction 
to a fine up to level 5 on the standard 
scale, under section 158 of the 
licensing act 2003 to make a false 
statement in or in connection with this 
application. 

PMB LICENSING 
AUTHORISED AGENTS 

DATED 7th Jan 2015 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICANT 
FOR A PREMISES LICENCE 

An application for a Premises 
Licence has been made by MD 
Anowar Hussain to Sandwell 
Metropolitan Borough Council 
in respect of premises known 
as Spices Restaurant which are 
situated at 81 Holyhead Road, 
Wednesbury WS10 7PA. 

The proposed application is as 
follows: 

The sale or supply of alcohol 
Late night refreshment 
(Hot Food and Drink) 

Hours of Activities 
Monday - 5pm - 1am 
Tuesday- 5pm-1am 
Wednesday - 5pm - 1am 
Thursday - 5pm -1 am 
Friday- 5pm-1am 

Saturday - 5pm -1 am 
Sunday- 5pm-1am 
A record of the application may 
be inspected at Trading Standards 
and Licensing Section, Unit 33 
Coneygree Road, Tipton DY4 8XR 
during normal office hours Monday 
to Friday. 

Any representations by interested 
parties or responsible authorities 
regarding the application must 
be made in writing to Trading 
Standards & Licensing, Homes 
& Communities Directorate, 
Sandwell Council House, PO Box 
2372, Oldbury B69 3BS. 

11th February 2015 
It is an offence, liable on summary 
conviction to a fine up to Level 5 
(£5,000) on the standard scale, to 
knowingly or recklessly make a 
false statement in connection with 
the application. 

ALFRED JAMES KENT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
Thuree House 221 Abbey Road Bearwood 
Smethwick Warley B67 5NN, who died on 
31/12/2014, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 27/03/2015, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

MERIDIAN PRIVATE CLIENT LLP 

Wood Rydings Court Packington Lane 
Little Packington Warwickshire CV7 7HN 

T430313 
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Personals 





* 

GENTLEMAN 

5ft 5, wishes to meet lady 50-72, 
for friendship and relationship. 
Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number PI 9658 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



SINGERS NEEDED 


By well known 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 


Local Male Voice Choir 

01922 682070. 




Their tours offer a perfectly balanced combination 
of the 'must see' classic sights and delightful 
'hidden gems' - uncovered through extensive 
research of local areas. 


RIVIERA 

TRAVEL 


A selection of fascinating European 
and worldwide escorted tours by 
air and Eurostar. 

Riviera Travel has been carefully researching and 
thoughtfully crafting an enticing range of European 
and worldwide guided tours plus a selection of 
short breaks for over 29 years, for the traveller 
looking for something just a little bit different. 


For a brochure call 


( 01902)319999 

(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 

or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochures/web pages for full 
information plus terms and conditions 


Local Specialists 


ut 


Iff 


ur Specialist Section offers you a wide range of 
local businesses and tradesman to deal with your 
needs and requirements. 


bathrooms & kitchens 



Building Plans 



Please^gglwL. 
now to promote 
your services 

Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 


Builders 



Do you need \ 
to promote your 
building services? 
Please call 
01902 319590 
01902 319577 ■ 


IUILDING 

ERVICES 


We specialise in: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Roofing, Drawing Service Available 


For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

6121 556 5806 - 07950 904007 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 



Blinds4Less 


Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
- 10 % off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 
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Local Specialists 


L 


able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

& FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

j—-1 WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

(> 



DISABLED? OAP? CANT GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 


VISA 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take away old carets 
Shave (towf! left asserribl^ ancf disposal. 


2 * Jl A ■ ■ m ^ Shave doors. Bed asseml 

/^IThdV (hr? " -—t ■—***+■* 


DIEQ|7@K§gfi[?[ltei0 


NOW 



www.ablecarpets.co.uk Terms and conditions apply. 


80/20 Wool Twists 


Was £22 sq yd 
Now Only 


£ 0.99 sq yd 


Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

RRP £799 Now only £250 


Wiltons 


From Only 

£8.99 sq yd 


Divan Beds 

w 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 

* 


Bleach cleanable carpets 

from 


Quality Double 
Memory 
Foam bed 
RRP Was £899 

"299 



Mega Ceep 
Saxony 

£12.99sq mt. 


Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 


£360 


OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 
Keirnon Bromley 0121 530 3633 


West Bromwich/Oldbury/Great Barr/Smethwick SUNDAYS 

10-3 


FREEPHONE 0800 0853747 
Adrian Bromley 01902 880541 


UP TO 

75% OFF 



We will beat your warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
BIG Superstores Burton Road, Gornal DY 13 TD 



LUKE’S local AERIALS 

HHP 0121 445 1382 C9 

^®^uke’s Mobile: 07864 590543™^ 


J. J. Digital Aerials 


NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
L' DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
\ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Double Glazing 


Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY UKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 


AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOO CAN YROSY 


Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/ 
07919 597626 


SCOTTS WINDOW 
AND DOOR REPAIRS 



• Misty Units 

• Broken Locks 

• Door Repairs 

• Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


07073 84 84 38 
0800 034 0344 


Driveways 


Gardening 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 
Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



L.M. Creative Gardens 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tarmacadam • Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07940 302064 
07833 312126 



Decorating 


Garage Doors 


irneriur arm exieriui 
painting and 
decorating 

* Special rates 
for OAPs 

* 25 years experience 

* Fully insured 


0121 434 5679 
07507 070786 


RC Decorating 

Professional Painting and 
Decorating Services 

A PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING service by 
RC DECORATING. 

FREE V 
competitive 
quotes: 

07773 025 880 


richard.crump@hotmail.co.uk 

www.radecorating.co.uk 


M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 


• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 


FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


MBC} electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: — 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, , ... 
THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK UgL 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk - 




mbelectric. co.ukM 




Gardening 


S 0121-565 4533 


L. M. Sheds & Fencing 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
Tencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 



Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
• Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07640 302064 | 
07833 312126 



Handyman 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



Sandwell F/Ww ftfefc 


Dripping taps Fencing 

Hanging shelves Paving 

Picture hanging 
Drains & 
pipe cleaning 


Gutter cleaning 
Shaving doors 
Gardening Curtain pole fitting 

S Flat pack Paint/decorating 

furniture assembly 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Door handle fitting Mirror hanging 

Office 0121 293 2684 

Mobile 079080 12267 / 07960886611 





Call us on... 

E-mail us at... 

Post to... 

1 M 01902 319590 

5: K4 lisa.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle / Black Lake 
Regional Centre / West Bromwich B70 OQB i 
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Local Specialist 


Locksmiths 


LockRite 

local locksmith a 
Security Services 



/ Lock outi. Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

✓ Cmengencv lock ft door opervng 
/ uPVC ipxoftd 

✓ Key Cutt %ni on uxc 
/ irttnk 5tnvl»rd invuranc* 

oppro n od locfct u\od - 

✓ Double GUcng Unit Repairs 

CHECKED • iHH 


mom 


S? w 0121 564 0049 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 



LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen installation 

07852150057 Jsb 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainanceand Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 



Complete central heating Installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 I 

Tel:078l4 


O U S E H O L D-^ 

I— U l\/l B I ISI G 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only l '’' M 


@1i 


Plumbing & Heating 


B3D 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Plastering 



CJI. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^ Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 


Property Maintenance 



> 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


1*00 1 
4ic SOTV 




Skip Hire 


GWNSELL’S SKIP 

hire LTD 


. Established \?®^ dne rs - 
. Allstees of SW^^ Tra nsport « 


llskiphire@btc 


more Road B66 2DZ 
grinsellskiphire. co .ul 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
^ www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
and Gas work ^ 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 
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ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 




Specialists 


BROMLEY CARPETS’ 



• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

• Massive range of samples straight to your door 

• Choose At Home Service 

• Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


J41-L. tVTSXUORt 
CDEDF E 
CJXFFDS 
>4 CCEE TED 






































































































































































































Tipton 
close to 
league 
upset 

Long Eaton 2 Tipton 1 

TIPTON came close to 
producing an unlikely re¬ 
sult as they ignored the 
length of the Midland 
League Premier Division 
table. 

Leaders Long Eaton 
squeezed home 2-1 
against the bottom-placed 
Black Country outfit, 
with a point-blank save 
by home keeper Cameron 
Mason denying Tipton’s 
Simon Badianne a last- 
gasp equaliser. 

Long Eaton took the 
lead in 20 minutes when 
Brad Wells guided home 
an inch perfect cross from 
TJ Nightingale. 

Tipton rocked Long 
Eaton in the 57th min¬ 
ute, however, when Ben 
Hadley adroitly skipped 
through the home rear¬ 
guard to plant the ball 
past a startled Mason and 
bring the sides level. 

Long Eaton were then 
reduced to 10 men when 
Wells was shown his sec¬ 
ond yellow card, and Sean 
Pugh had a great oppor¬ 
tunity to put the visitors 
in front, but turned his 
close-range effort over 
the bar. 

Almost immediately 
Long Eaton restored their 
advantage, Kieran Wells 
this time on target. Badi¬ 
anne came close to salvag¬ 
ing a point in the dying 
moments but Mason 
saved. 

Fears over 
£2m fraud 
at Blues 

THE company that owns 
Birmingham City FC said it 
believes a former employee 
may have “misappropriat¬ 
ed” £2.5m. 

Birmingham Interna¬ 
tional Holdings said it had 
reported the matter to the 
Hong Kong police. 

The company said the 
loss “may have a material 
impact on the operation and 
financial situation of the 
group”. 

It was also concerned that 
the matter was apparently 
missed by auditors. 

Shares in the Hong Kong- 
based company were sus¬ 
pended six weeks ago and 
will not resume trading 
until further notice. 

BIH said it would con¬ 
sider setting up an investi¬ 
gation committee. 


wood looking strong in football league 


Pulse Wednesday League 



WOOD Green FC boosted their Pulse 
Wednesbury Wednesday league title 
credentials after they followed up last 
week’s thrilling draw against defending 
champions Manabless with an impres¬ 
sive 13-10 victory over Szaints. 

It proved to be the heavyweight con¬ 
test everyone was expecting. 

But in an end to end game which could 
have gone either way, it was Wood Green 
who scraped home, and having already 
faced two of their main rivals, they must 
be seen as true contenders. 

The loss was a heart-breaking one for 


Szaints, but even in defeat they proved 
it’s still far too early to write them off. 
Elsewhere Manabless picked up their 
first win of the campaign, comfortably 
defeating league debutants Midlands FC 
5-0. 

The holders were never really made to 
get out of first gear, and their more expe¬ 
rienced five-a-side nous easily saw them 
through. 

It’s been a tough start for Midlands, 
but this game was a massive improve¬ 
ment on the 15-0 loss they suffered on 
the opening day. In the night’s other 


game, Builders C recovered from their 
opening day defeat, producing an im¬ 
pressive display to beat Queens Park 
Strangers 10-4. 

Despite being relatively new to the 
small-sided scene, they continue to im¬ 
prove with each passing week, and will 
be hopeful of upsetting the competition’s 
big guns as the campaign continues. 

For Queens Park Strangers it was a 
tough day at the office. 

Contact Pulse on 0121 506 1100 or by 
email at soccer@pulsewednesbury.co.uk. 


wednesbury fail to 
take control of game 


Wednesbury RUFC 7 Eccleshall RUFC 12 

WEDNESBURY entertained Eccleshall and 
found themselves in a game they could and 
should have won. 

For large parts of the game Wednesbury had the 
upper hand but for a combination of poor decision 
making and cynical fouls by the opposition were un¬ 


able to get what they dese 

Once again Wednesbury’s 
pack were awesome and 
dominated their opposition 
allowing Wednesbury to 
control large portions of the 
game. 

The main difference in 
this game was Wednesbury 
had numerous chances to 
score but failed to take 
their chances, on the other 
hand Eccleshall had only a 
handful of chances but took 
theirs. 

For the first 10 minutes 
the visitors had the upper 
hand and Wednesbury had 
to defend, they weathered 
the storm and took the game 
to Eccleshall, Dan Blake had 
a tremendous game using 
his bulk and speed to punch 
holes in the opponent’s de¬ 
fence. 

Kevin Ferris called up 
late to make up the front 
line after a late cry off also 
had an outstanding game. 
The first real chance of the 
game came on 30 minutes. 
Eccleshall took advantage 
of a mistake in the Wednes¬ 
bury defence to go over for 
the first try, then added the 
conversion. 

It only took Wednesbury 
five minutes to reply. They 
were awarded a scrum 10 
metres from the Eccleshall 
line and using their advan¬ 
tage in the scrum drove 
their opponents back. Chris 


Rugby 

Bartley picked the ball up 
from the base of the scrum 
to dive over for the try, Tom 
Huggins added the conver¬ 
sion. 

Wednesbury started the 
second half as they had fin¬ 
ished the first keeping the 
visitors under pressure and 
pegged back in their half, 
their forwards controlling 
the scrums and lineout. 

The Allwood brothers and 
Tom Reynolds won lots of 
ball in the line out and using 
Mitch Grealey to run onto 
the ball and crash through 
the Eccleshall defence. The 
visitors defence held firm 
and kept Wednesbury at 
bay. 

Then half way through 
the half Eccleshall capi¬ 
talised on a mix-up in the 
Wednesbury defence to race 
away for their second try, no 
conversion. 

Wednesbury did not lose 
heart and kept up the at¬ 
tack, they went over for 
what they thought was a 
try only for the ref ruling 
a knock on. With no more 
score Wednesbury when 
they should have won,. 
Wednesbury’s man of the 
match was Tom Reynolds. 
Wednesbury’s next game is 
on January 31. 



The Wednesbury pack getting stuck into during the game against Eccleshall which they lost 


Walker 

hat-trick 

sinks 

Baggies 

Albion 0 

Nottingham Forest 3 

A second-half hat-trick 
from Nottingham Forest 
striker Tyler Walker sent 
Albion crashing out of 
the FA Youth Cup at the 
fourth-round stage. 

Walker - son of City 
Ground legend Des - net¬ 
ted twice in four minutes 
to set up the win and com¬ 
pleted his treble in stop¬ 
page time as he punished 
the Baggies for a lacklus¬ 
tre display. 

Both sides looked dis¬ 
jointed for an hour but 
Forest had the better of 
the chances and took con¬ 
trol late on with Albion 
failing to force visiting 
keeper Tim Erlandsson 
into a noteworthy save. 

The game remained a 
scrappy affair for most of 
the opening half-hour but 
Forest looked the brighter 
side and they could have 
opened the scoring on 29 
minutes. 

The visitors had the 
first effort of the second 
half when Oliver Burke’s 
long-range effort went 
over the bar. 

Forest got the opener 
they deserved on 70 min¬ 
utes when Walker tapped 
home from close range. 

And it took just four 
minutes for Walker to get 
his second from the pen¬ 
alty spot. 

In stoppage time 
Walker got his hat-trick. 
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Lescott is 
happy at 
vital point 

DEFENDER Joleon Lescott 
hailed Albion’s resilience 
after grinding out a goalless 
draw at Everton. 

The point at Goodison 
Park extended the Baggies’ 
unbeaten start under new 
boss Tony Pulis to three 
games without conceding a 
goal. 

And former Toffees de¬ 
fender Lescott said: “I think 
you can see we are a lot 
more resilient and the man¬ 
ager has told us how impor¬ 
tant clean sheets are. 

“We’ve kept three in his 
first thee games so it’s a 
good start and we can build 
on that. 

“But we’ve always been 
confident about staying up 
with the ability we have in 
our squad,” added former 
Wolves player Lescott. 



LIKE US O FOLLOW US O 

TO CLAIM YOUR FIRST GRADING GAME! 


www.pulsewednesbury.co.uk 


SCORE MORE THAN GOALS IN OUR 5-A-SIDE LEAGUES 
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Strong Wood 

Team is making its 
mark on league 

Page 51 


Sports Desk 01902 319531 


Chance gone K~ ’ y 

Wednesbury fail to / 
take control of game / 

Page 51 ^ 

email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


£5m bid 
to get 
Wigan’s 
Callum 

ALBION are poised to test 
Wigan’s resolve with an im¬ 
proved £5m bid for winger 
Callum McManaman - as 
Silvestre Varela and Sebas¬ 
tian Blanco head through 
the exit door. 

The duo, both signed last 
summer, will see their stays 
at The Hawthorns cut short 
as Tony Pulis’ January 
squad rebuilding kicks into 
gear. 

Varela has completed a 
loan move to Italy and Serie 
A strugglers Parma. 

Blanco, meanwhile, is set 
for a return to his native Ar¬ 
gentina, with San Lorenzo 
leading the chase for the 
26-year-old’s signature. 

Removing both from the 
wage bill will allow Albion to 
return with an improved bid 
for McManaman, who head 
coach Tony Pulis has made 
his No. 1 choice. 

An initial bid in the region 
of £4m was rejected with 
Wigan wanting £6m and the 
two clubs could now meet 
somewhere in the middle. 

Manchester United mid¬ 
fielder Darren Fletcher and 
Swansea left-back Neil Tay¬ 
lor remain on the radar as 
Pulis looks to reshape his 
squad. 

Varela and Blanco will not 
be a part of it, after the new 
head coach quickly deemed 
both surplus. Portuguese in¬ 
ternational Varela, made of 
just nine appearances while 
Blanco played five. 

Bennett hints 
at villa exit 

JOE BENNETT has sug¬ 
gested he may be open to 
leaving Aston Villa perma¬ 
nently for Brighton. 

Bennett has struggled to 
establish himself at Villa 
since joining in 2012 and 
could be forced to look else¬ 
where for first-team foot¬ 
ball. 

The 24-year-old left-back 
is on loan at the Champi¬ 
onship strugglers and has 
discussed the potential for a 
longer-term agreement. 

“I’ve got another year 
left (on my Villa contract), 
so there might be a fee in¬ 
volved,” said Bennett, who 
has made 30 appearances 
for Paul Lambert’s side. 
“I’ll keep my options open 
but I think it is a possibility 
I could come here perma¬ 
nently. 

“The main thing is that 
you are happy as a player. 
When you are happy off the 
pitch you are going to be 
playing the best you can.” 


Berahino resurgence sparks new talks 


ALBION will reopen contract talks with 
star striker Saido Berahino after chairman 
Jeremy Peace hailed the forward’s resur¬ 
gence under Tony Pulis. 

The Baggies chief also reiterated his 
stance the 21-year-old is not for sale, as the 
club look to tie down their prize asset for 
the long term. Negotiations over a new deal 
were halted last month over concerns about 
Berahino’s lifestyle. But his improved atti¬ 
tude and form since the arrival of Pulis has 
brought the club back to the table. 

Peace praised the striker for the recent 
resurgence, which has seen him net six 


Football 


goals in the last four games. 

“I said in the autumn that the club had 
no interest in selling Saido and that re¬ 
mains the case,” said Peace. 

“Unless Tony decides otherwise, the view 
will surely be that he is far too important to 
us to consider trading. 

“His goals are capable of keeping us in 
the Premier League and would be hugely 
difficult to replace. 

“I wanted to take this opportunity to clar¬ 


ify the position and the club’s thinking to 
our supporters now that Saido can put this 
unhappy chapter behind him.” 

Berahino signed a new deal last sea¬ 
son tying him to the club until 2017 
which put his current earnings at around 
£14,000-a-week. Any new deal would see 
those more than doubled. 

Albion suspended talks with the striker’s 
representatives after seeking assurances 
Berahino had cleaned up his act off the 
field. 

The Burundi-born striker last week 
pleaded guilty to a charge of drink-driving 


and was banned from the road for a year, 
while also being fined £3,400. 

Peace now believes Berahino is once 
again moving in the right direction. 

“I think we are all relieved we can draw a 
line under this episode,” he said.“The club 
takes seriously the charges to which Saido 
pleaded guilty andhe will be subject to the 
club’s disciplinary procedures. 

“This unfortunate episode has been un¬ 
settling for the club generally and Saido 
specifically. It is heartening for everyone 
to see a young man moving forward in the 
right direction again.” 


ALBION HAPPY 
TO GRAB POINT 


Everton 0 Albion 0 

THERE was nothing for Albion fans to 
get excited about at Goodison Park. 

But there was something to celebrate as Tony 
Pulis’s side claimed a very handy point from a 
tenacious display on Merseyside. 

And while there was little to get the travelling fans off 
their seats, they could at least smile that - for once - the 
boot was on the other foot. 


For this time it was fric¬ 
tion in the opposition camp 
that made the headlines 
as Kevin Mirallas’s missed 
penalty grabbed all the at¬ 
tention. 

And for a change it was 
the opposing manager at 
odds with his fans as the 
home faithful turned on 
Roberto Martinez. 

On the national stage, 
Albion could enjoy their 
evening as the support act. 

But those who follow the 
Baggies more closely will 
have been delighted at the 
spirit, organisation and 
discipline on show, even if 
worries remain about the 
dearth of pace and flair in 
the ranks. 

Pressure 

With Claudio Yacob 
immense in midfield and 
Joleon Lescott and Gareth 
McAuley excellent at the 
back, they soaked up pres¬ 
sure and earned their point. 

In a scrappy opening, the 
only incident of note came 
off the field as, on the 13th 
anniversary of his death, 
Albion fans’ now traditional 
applause for legend Jeff 
Astle took on extra poign¬ 
ancy. 

Fans of Everton - the club 
against whom ‘The King’ 
netted his most famous goal 
-joined in sportingly. 


Football 


Moments earlier they 
had seen left-back Leighton 
Baines try his luck with a 
long-range effort that Ben 
Foster in the Albion goal 
dealt with easily. 

The Baggies were pinned 
back for long spells with 
leading scorer Saido Be¬ 
rahino deployed out wide 
and asked to track Everton 
full-back Seamus Coleman, 
leaving him operating as an 
auxiliary left-back for much 
of the time. 

It meant the Baggies, and 
Berahino in particular, were 
worryingly deep. 

But one long clearance 
from the striker did spark 
a rare attack for the visitors 
midway through the half. 

There was controversy 
just before the break, how¬ 
ever, as Lescott was penal¬ 
ised for handball. 

But Mirallas grabbed the 
ball ahead of regular taker 
Baines and drilled his pen¬ 
alty wide of Foster’s right- 
hand post.The Belgian did 
not re-emerge for the second 
half. 

The hosts should have 
gone in front with 15 min¬ 
utes left but Lukaku fired 
high and wide when he 
should have hit the target. 



Chris Baird holds off Seamus Coleman during the scoreless clash on Merseyside 


Benteke 
‘is not’ 
for sale 

PAUL LAMBERT has de¬ 
fended Villa’s transfer pol¬ 
icy and insisted Christian 
Benteke will not be sold in 
January. 

Goal-shy Villa have 
bagged just 11 goals in 22 
games and have failed to 
score in their last five Pre¬ 
mier League games. 

They only have three 
senior strikers in Benteke, 
Andi Weimann and Gabby 
Agbonlahor - who have net¬ 
ted just eight league goals 
between them this season. 

Fellow striker Libor 
Kozak has been out for a 
year since breaking his leg. 

But manager Lambert, 
who sent Darren Bent on 
loan to Derby this month, 
insisted he knew the situa¬ 
tion and is happy with his 
options. 

He said: “Even if you go 
for a top, top striker in foot¬ 
ball now you are talking, 
£10m to £15m-plus. Chris¬ 
tian has been my biggest 
signing and he was millions 
of euros. Now he is proba¬ 
bly, on his game, one of the 
best strikers in Europe. 

And Lambert insisted the 
club will not entertain any 
bids for Benteke this trans¬ 
fer window. “No chance. 
Listen, there is no way,” he 
said. 

Weather stops 
Baggies match 

ALBION saw their Bir¬ 
mingham Senior Cup clash 
at Hednesford Town post¬ 
poned on Tuesday night. 

As a result of deteriorat¬ 
ing weather conditions, the 
match referee called off the 
game shortly before kick-off. 
Hednesford were due to go 
to AFC Fylde on Saturday 
but will play a rescheduled 
match at Worcester City. 
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When You Need Extra 



- /HOME CARE LTD 

/ www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 

Tipton Home Care provides personal care and support 
to the people of Tipton and the surrounding areas. 
Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to 
anyone who would like to join our company as care 
workers to meet our ever increasing client list. 


PERSONAL CARE 
IN YOUR 
OWN HOME 

From 7am - 10.00pm 
• Breakfast > Lunch > Dinner 

• Wash and Dress 

• Evening Time > 
Bedtime Visit 


Areas covered: 

Upton, 
Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich, 
North Dudley, 
Yew Tree Walsall, 
Tividale & 
Great Barr 


/home care ltd 

Telephone: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 
Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 




















